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With all the large flue tubes removed, the view from inside the Q6 boiler looking towards the
smokebox and the view looking throughl80° inside the Q6 boiler showing the roof stays, transverse

and longitudinal stays

The new footsteps on the rear of the Q6 tender on 4" March (all Andy Lowes)



Many thanks to everyone involved so far - keep up the good work! Anyone interested in getting
involved with the work on the Q6 should contact Andy Lowes by e-mail on:
lowes_family@btinternet.com

Both the J27 and Q6 tenders now have footsteps on the rear in order to facilitate safer access to the
tender water filler. Whilst the original tenders did not have such steps, this picture has recently come
to light from Martin Lloyd and shows Q6 63377 in sidings at Tyne Dock, with a ‘foreign’ tender
fitted with footsteps.

K1 NO. 62005

Since the last report weekend working parties have been well attended but we have struggled mid-
week. This has meant that we have done several full weekends in order to maintain the winter work
schedule. With a few ups and downs along the way the winter work on the K1 has however
progressed steadily.
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nd Finn Allen

JVs at Carnforth on 28th.]anuary: from left to right — Ed Murray, Tom Houseman
(Bryan Orange)
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The most significant and unusual job has been the repair to the LH outer wrapper. Upon removal of
the platework around the original facture it was decided to remove additional material to ensure that
the parent material was totally free from defect. The repair has now been completed. It was mag
particle and ultrasonically tested on the 12"March and no defects were detected. The repair will be
hydraulically tested in late March and steam tested early April.

Most of the other winter work has now been completed and at the time of writing (16/03) the
reassembly of the locomotive is well underway. The main tasks that remain to be completed are
reassembly of the trailing wheelset hornstays and springs (following the removal and refitting of the
wheelset to allow the axleboxes to be examined), refitting of coupling and connecting rods, reuniting
engine and tender, refitting of lagging and cladding (when the hydraulic and steam tests have been
carried out), and casting a new concrete arch. There are also many more minor tasks to complete. All
in all, a lot to do, but we should make it in time for the locomotive to complete a test run/running in
turn from Carnforth to Hellifield and back over the Easter weekend. A full list of all winter work
undertaken will appear in the next edition of the NEWS. It is planned to carry out a steam test on 3™
April, in readiness for a test run, with the support coach, from Carnforth to Hellifield and back on
16™ April. This will then give a couple of weeks to rectify any snags before the locomotive and
support coach travel up to Thornton on 29" April in readiness for the Railway Touring Company’s
Great Britain X tour.

The support coach has also received some attention. The guards compartment is in the last throws of
a long overdue redecoration, during which some of the timber to the outer door has been replaced
courtesy of Chris Henwood’s uncle Peter (who is good at joinery but not remotely interested in
coach doors (although we are trying to persuade him that he is really). The coach also now has a new
cooker — again, long overdue.

Many thanks to all who have been involved in the K1’s winter work — not long to go before we can
hopefully reap the rewards.

Anyone still interested in getting involved with the work on the K1 or the coach should contact Paul
Hutchinson on 07964988551 (if ringing on a weekday please do so after 18:00) or by e-mail to
paul.hutchinson62005@outlook.com.

J72 No. 69023

As aresult of hard physical work by volunteers, the J72 was stripped down to many of its constituent
parts. These were cleaned and examined, wear was found in the axle boxes, particularly the driving
set. The axle boxes are now at lan Storey's workshop at Hepscott receiving remedial attention.

The right hand side big end was found to have considerable wear, which meant the bearing needed to
be re-metalled. On close examination of the right hand side cylinder cover, piston interference marks
were found on both faces suggesting that as a result of the wear in both axle boxes and big end,
under certain circumstances, the piston was touching the cylinder cover. When the regulator was
cracked, the lead steam cushioned the piston and prevented the knock. As a result of the various
repairs and adjustments it i1s hoped the knock will have been eradicated and the locomotive will be
good for many more miles.

The opportunity has been taken to replace the end pins on all of the springs, as well the safety valves

being given a thorough overhaul. Piston and valve packings have been replaced and the steam brake

has been refurbished. Cab valves and gauge frames have been overhauled and the coal bunker has

been emptied of dusty and unsuitable coal. Mud hole doors and wash out plugs have been examined

and found to be good. The grate has been removed in order to thoroughly examine the firebox and

ash pan. A new fusible plug has been fitted and the tubes cleaned and tube ends examined. The
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regulator valve has been removed, ground and lapped in and refitted, along with the drain cocks, one
of which required considerable fettling.

Cleaning and painting on many inaccessible parts has taken place and much old grease and oil
soaked dirt has been removed. The fire irons have been restored and renewed where necessary and
the locomotive cab thoroughly cleaned.

It is hoped to re-wheel the loco in the near future and then rebuild it so that it can return to service as
soon as possible. However, before then, it will be necessary to have a boiler cold examination
followed by an in steam examination, and a period of running in and settling down, before entering
revenue earning service.

Over the last few weeks the turnout of volunteers particularly on a Thursday has been excellent and
thanks must go to all who have contributed in some way.

New leather aiters to enclose the pring loaded axle box lubrication ee pipes for the J72
(Fred Ramshaw)

--00000--

WORKING PARTIES

The regular Monday and Thursday working parties continue at Hopetown on the J27. The Thursday
working parties are now usually during the day only. If you want to join them and help at
Darlington, please contact Terry Newman on 01642 654675. Please try to turn up if you can. The
phone number for Hopetown Carriage Works is 01325 382155.

If you would like to help out with the J72 at Hopetown, then Leeming Bar, please contact Fred
Ramshaw on 01325 377306.

Finally, there are working parties on the Q6 at Grosmont and the K1 at Carnforth; if you are
interested, please contact Chris Lawson on 01904 655003 or Paul Hutchinson on 07964 988551
(NB If ringing Paul on a weekday please do so after18.00), respectively.
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SECRETARY’S SCRIBLINGS by Chris L.awson

Articles of Association

Regrettably, work on the review of the Group’s Articles has not progressed a great deal in the
last year. As has been previously explained, this is due to other NELPG related demands on the
time of those concerned. Hopefully, after the completion of the 2016 Annual Report for April’s
AGM, it will be possible to return to the review of the Articles and make significant progress
during 2017. However, the work that has been possible has revealed two major issues.

Firstly, it appears that the copy of the Articles of Association on the website, and which has
been used by successive Committees since 1991, is not consistent with the version held by
Companies House. Nor do they reflect the requirements of the Companies Act 2006. The extent
of possible discrepancies is currently being researched.

The second is the discovery that amendments to the Articles (on livery ballots, the size of the
Committee and audit arrangements) approved by members at previous AGM’s have not been
notified to Companies House, as was understood to be necessary to bring them into effect.
Some doubt has now been cast on the need for this requirement however. We are currently
looking into this with Companies House to establish the authoritative position. Once this has
been done, we will then be able to consider what action, if any, is needed to remedy any
deficiencies that may be identified. I hope to be able to report further at the AGM.

However, as far as livery ballots are concerned — a subject I know that is dear to the hearts of
many members (and one will be due on the Q6 in the near future) — rest assured that these will
be carried out in accordance with the terms of the procedure previously agreed, regardless of
whether it actually appears in the Articles of Association itself.

Hopetown — Red Wheel Plaque

I reported in the last issue of News that the Transport Trust was proposing to fit a Red Wheel plaque
to the front of the Hopetown (Darlington Locomotive Works) building and provided the background
to the scheme. The unveiling has been confirmed for 2pm on 7t April and will be carried out by Sir
William McAlpine. The plaque is to be fitted on the central tower of the building. For the event
itself, there will be a brief introduction describing the site and its importance, followed by an
explanation about the Trust and its Red Wheel scheme by one of the Trustees, before Sir William is
invited to unveil the plaque. Official photos will then follow to include some of the many VIPs from
Darlington Council and elsewhere who have been invited. After the ceremony, tea and biscuits
(hosted jointly by NELPG and the A1 Trust) will be available in the A1 Trust part of the building,
where there is more space to cater for the large number of people expected. The connecting door to
our part of the building will also be open so that visitors can have the opportunity to inspect the work
going on with the J27 and J72. Head of Steam will also be open.

Members are very welcome to attend, but please note that, because of the numbers involved, there is
unlikely to be any car parking allowed on Hopetown Lane. Either the Head of Steam overflow car
park, or possibly the field itself, are being pursued as possible car park sites. The pavement area
around the central tower of the building is also likely to be heavily congested while the ceremony is
going on, so take care if you are coming along.

Darlington site development

After a long period of silence, a meeting of the Railway Development Committee has been arranged
by Darlington Council for 12™ April. There is no agenda for the meeting as yet, so what is for
discussion is not clear, but I will report back in a future issue of the NEWS.
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Mirvale

Members may have read in the latest issue of Heritage Railway magazine that the NYMR is in
negotiation with the Group for an overhaul of Mirvale, the first steam locomotive to run on the
NYMR in 1968, to be carried out at Hopetown. Whilst there have indeed been informal contacts
about such an initiative, no formal proposal has been received nor has the subject been discussed by
the Committee. Contrary to the magazine report therefore, no negotiations are under way, but the
Committee looks forward to receiving any proposal the NYMR might wish to make, and to
considering it alongside our locomotive overhaul and operational strategy that is currently being
developed. In the meantime, if anyone has any views about the principle of taking on such work,
should a gap in our overhaul programme be identified, then please drop me a line.

Sales List

Not surprisingly, following the Christmas gift buying, sales activity has dropped off significantly,
but I am still receiving the occasional order, particularly for the 50" Anniversary book. There are
now only three copies left of the hard back, limited edition, so if you have not got one and don’t
want to miss out, then please get in touch now - £34 including post and packing. Copies of the soft
back edition (£20) are also still available, along with all the other items on the earlier sales list,
except for the mouse mats.

NYMR News
The NYMR annual events programme has recently been closely examined to identify and eliminate
events that are not economically worth staging. The result of this is the following revised programme
of events for 2017:

Royal Scot 25™ March to 2™ April — if attending this the advice is to travel by train to
Grosmont to avoid any parking problems

Wedding Fair at Pickering 2" April

Volunteer Recruitment Day 9™ April

East Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car Club — 7" May

Behind the Scenes Family weekend 20th — 21* May

60's FEST 22" — 23" July

Annual Steam Gala — 29", 30" September & 1% October

East Yorkshire Thoroughbred Car Club — 8™ October

Railway in Wartime — 13" to 15™ October

Halloween Trains — 26™ to 29™ October

Santa Specials — 2™, 3™, 9™ 10™, 16", 17", 19" & 20" December
In addition, it has been confirmed that the Northern Trains service on Sundays will run all the year
round from 2™ April, and it is hoped that the very popular late Friday Music and Ale trains will run
again throughout June, July and August. Station adopters are also being sought for Whitby,
Grosmont and Glaisdale.

Steam Motive Power update

44806 —once called ‘Magpie” (and no, it won’t appear in black and white stripes!). The new tender is
nearing completion but, for the time being, the tender from 45428 is being used. The hired-in tender
has been returned to New Bridge for return to the GCR. Was in traffic for February half term
services

61264 — Normal winter maintenance has taken place including axle weighing. It departed the
Railway to appear at the Keighley and Worth Valley Gala at the beginning of March and its main
line outing on 18" March.

80136 — Normal winter maintenance taking place. Should be available for new season.

76069 — Normal winter maintenance taking place. Should be available for new season.

825 — Boiler work being undertaken off site in Scarborough. Chassis being overhauled in Deviation
Shed. Latest estimated completion to be mid 2018.
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926 Repton— The boiler has now been turned and placed on a well wagon. Painting and lining of the
chassis is complete. Still estimated to be available for traffic in April but May seems more likely.
34101 Hartland — Boiler at South Devon Engineering for new firebox. Expected back at NYMR in
May. Estimated to be completed in early 2018.

45428 Eric Treacy — The overhaul continues apace. The loco is to be finished in pre-war LMS lined
black livery. It is hoped to have the loco back in traffic by late summer.

3672 Dame Vera Lynn — a long term restoration project at Grosmont, but the opportunity was taken
of the 100™ birthday of Vera Lynn herself in mid March to get some publicity for the fund raising
effort required, and Project Leader, Ian Foot, was interviewed by ITV Tyne Tees on 15" March.

Pullman Car 79. The 5-month overhaul has now lengthened to over a year as the true condition of
the steel roof has become clear. This damage has come about due to water ingress.

Al Trust news

Following the announcement at its convention last year that the A1 Steam Locomotive Trust is to
build a new charter train (based around British Railways Mk 3 coaches) and is seeking a new main
line connected base in the Darlington area, the Trust is restructuring its management team to take on
board these initiatives, as well as to continue to deliver the Trust’s on-going activities including its
own-promoted railtours for No.60163 7Tornado and the construction of new £5m Gresley class P2
No. 2007 Prince of Wales. Mark Allatt has advised the Trustees that after 16 years as Chairman of
the organisation - and 26 years spearheading the Trust’s marketing, PR and fundraising - he wishes
to step aside from the Chairmanship and focus on the construction of No. 2007 Prince of Wales as
P2 Project Director. Mark will continue as a Trustee and in addition to his leadership of the P2
Project, where he will prioritise PR, fundraising and marketing, he will also continue to have
oversight of, and contribute to, the rest of the Trust’s PR, marketing and fundraising activities, as
well as playing an important role in the Trust's strategic planning across all of its commitments.
David Elliott will continue to lead the engineering and Graeme Bunker the operations and
commercial aspects of the P2 Project. Trustee and Operations Director Graeme Bunker will be
expanding his existing role as Chairman of the Tornado Steam Traction Executive (which manages
the operation of Tornado) and will lead all of No.60163 Tornado’s support activities. In this role he
will be assisted by Lt. Col Huw Parker as Deputy Operations Director and David Wright of
Locomotive Maintenance Services as Running Engineer. Sophie Bunker - James, the Trust's
Education Officer will also be taking a more active role in the promotion of 7Tornado and its rail
tours. The process of recruiting a new Chairman has now begun, and further announcements
regarding this (and other appointments) will doubtless be made over the coming months.

Overhaul of A4 No 60007 Sir Nigel Gresley

Having taken virtually everything off the locomotive, the turn of the year saw parts being refitted
after checking and refurbishment, and painting getting under way. The buffers have been taken apart
and cleaned, steam chests cleaned and measured up for new valve liners, hornstays removed and
repaired where necessary, the air pump is being overhauled, the saddle casting has been signed off,
the steam sands filler pipe refitting has been completed, the pistons have received a detailed
inspection prior to their refurbishment, the bogie axleboxes are being inspected, the coupled wheel
springs cleaned and ready for despatch for refurbishment, and the splasher brackets riveted to the
frame tops — simply said, but was a complex and labour intensive task involving that well known
riveter Trevor Wilford, assisted by Peter Ellis, the JVs and many more. The left side splashers have
now been refitted. After many weeks of hard work, the locomotive dragbox has been thoroughly
descaled, and a first coat of primer applied. During the February half term, a start was made on the
tender dragbox, but the tender’s position, sticking half out into the Great Hall, makes work here
difficult and a space is being cleared to move it fully into the workshop.

Painting of the frames has progressed significantly and they are now a kaleidoscope of colours as
they go through heat resistant paint, primer, undercoat and even first coats of top coat.
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Away from York, in Devon, the wheelsets are progressing with the crank axle on the wheel lathe and
the bogie wheels have already been retyred. At Crewe the tubeplate has been formed and will be sent
for machining shortly. Work on the boiler at Llangollen is now well underway, and it has been
moved in to the boiler shop from the main workshop area where work was initially being carried out.
Sections of the outer wrapper and outer doorplate have been removed and stays drilled out. Some of
the stays are at maximum size now so the holes will require welding up. Repair work to the copper
side sheets continues and an access platform is being assembled so that work can begin on the top of
the firebox.

--00000--

2016 ANNUAL ACCOUNTS

The statutory accounts which form part of the annual report to members have to follow strict
financial reporting guidelines, but this produces a document which is difficult for most members to
follow. The statement of Expenditure and Income which follows will hopefully enable all members
to understand how the Group's finances fared during 2016. Also attached is a chart showing how the
individual locomotive's Deferred Maintenance Funds progressed. 80% of each locomotive's earnings
have been transferred to its DMF in line with the licence agreement between NELPG and NELPG
Enterprises, and the balance, after deducting the costs of mainline operations and accountancy fees
for the Enterprise company, has been shown as income to support the general costs of the Charity
such as insurance and workshop costs.

The DMF for 65894 is showing a deficit of £45921 and the motion to transfer £125,000 to this
locomotive's fund is to cover this overspend plus the estimated balance required to complete the
overhaul.

NORTH EASTERN LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

LOCOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE FUNDS 2016

At 1.1.16 Licence Donations Grants Transfers Expenditure At31.12.16

F

172 loco 11091 izzllo 0 0 0 -3539 23992
K1 loco 36665 83081 0 0 2350 -40156 81940
Q6 loco -24349 49190 108 0 0 -3838 21111
J27 loco 35655 0 4884 3000 50000 -139460 -45921
Totals 59062 148711 4992 3000 52350 -186993 81122

LICENCE FEES REPRESENT 80% OF LOCOMOTIVE HIRE FEES
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PATRON AND FUNDRAISING REPORT by Dave Pennock

Patron Events

Hands on Signalling day. We have had a good response to the Patrons’ hands on signalling day
arranged for Friday 12™ May at the NRM in York. The day’s arrangements are now confirmed with
the museum signalling group leader Phil Graham. At the time of writing we can accommodate up to
six more attendees and should you wish to join us, please contact Bryan Orange as noted below. The
day is planned to start at 11.00 with a break for lunch at 12.30 — 13.30 and then run from 13.30 to
15.00.

Hitachi Visit. The second Patron event of 2017 will be a visit to the new Newton Aycliffe Hitachi
manufacturing plant on Wednesday 7™ June between 16.30 — 18.30. The party size is limited to 20
overall. The visit is likely to be very popular so please book early.

We are quite fortunate in arranging the visit, as requests by groups to visit the plant have been very
popular. Hitachi, in discussions with Bryan Orange, have recognised our local railway heritage and
have prioritised our request accordingly. At the time of writing, we will combine the Hitachi visit by
opening Hopetown earlier in the afternoon for Patron Members to view progress on the J27.
Dl |
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Hitachi Rail Europe - the first Intercity Express (IEP) train to be built in the UK at Newton Aycliffe,
December 2016.

Bryan Orange is coordinating both the above events and to register please contact him by email at
bryan.orange@ntlworld.com or telephone 0113 259 1672.

Patron Membership

If you are not a Patron Member but wish to attend Patron Visits and, in doing so support our funding
needs, you can convert your ordinary membership to Patron Member status from only £5 per month.
Patron membership is inclusive of the ordinary membership subscription. Should you wish to
convert, please contact Dave Pennock by email davepen@talktalk.net or telephone 01423 868138.
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT by Colin Smith

Membership cards are included with this newsletter from people who renewed after 1st February
(envelope marked "X"). All members should now be in possession of a valid card.

I have been asked about the Life Membership rates following the changes agreed at the 2016 AGM.
Some examples of the sliding scale, which is dependent upon age are:- Aged 50 £440, aged 60 £280
and aged 70 £150.They are slightly higher for Joint Life Membership.

New members welcomed to the Group since the last NEWS are:-
Mr. R. Macdonald from Hull,

Ms. C. Roberts from Darlington and
Mr. K. Tate from Bedlington

--00000—

2017 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 2017 Annual General Meeting of NELPG Ltd will be held at the Railway Athletic (RA) Club,
Brinkburn Road, Darlington DL3 9LF on Friday 21* April 2016 at 7.30pm. This issue of NELPG
NEWS, is accompanied by the Directors/Trustees Annual Report, the accounts, details of all
nominations to the Committee and any motions to be put to the AGM.

--00000--
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Members of the Railway Enthusiasts Association who visited Hopetown on 16™ March

(Fred Ramshaw)
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NELPG JUNIOR VOLUNTEERS REPORT by Bryan Orange
(NELPG Junior Volunteer Coordinator)

Following the continued successful training of 10 NELPG Junior Volunteers in the NYMR
Grosmont MPD workshop on basic workshop practices, as well as their involvement with the winter
maintenance of the K1, J72 and Q6, I decided to widen the boys training remit to include a more
varied heritage railway content by organising a signalling training session at York NRM courtesy of
Phil Graham and his volunteer team. The day was extremely successful with all of the boys
(including the adult “boys”!) thoroughly enjoying the day. The following quotes have been provided
by the boys and I think that the content of their quotes expresses their educational engagement and
rapture!

- = - u’ Lﬂ
Group photo of the day s partzczpants Back row from left to right — John Mza’calf Henry, Ethan,
Tom, Rob, and Bryan Orange. Front row — Finn, Thomas, Edward, Ethan, Matt, Dylan and Tom H.
(Dave Pennock)

The tutor team — David Eastoe Steve Hall, Graham Hardcastle and Phil Graham (Dave Pennock)
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The following quotes have been provided by the boys who attended and I think that the content of
their quotes expresses their educational engagement and rapture!

QUOTES FROM JVs on Signal Training day

Henry operating the signals with David Smith supervising (Tom Noble)

When I first arrived in the Warehouse at the NRM, I admit, [ was super excited. I was going to get to
learn how to signal on the signalling training setup, the oldest model railway in the world!
Something I've wanted to do from being very small! We were helped to learn signalling by the very
kind volunteers who run the layout. We learned bell codes, and how to use token machines and lever
frames. It was very enjoyable and I most certainly learned lots of new things. At the end of the day,
we got to have another go on the L&Y signalling training layout... And this time we got to drive the
trains as well as signal - a childhood dream! I hope we are re-invited to the NRM in future to
continue our training. I had such a great day!

Henry (age 14)

On 4th February, the NELPG Junior Volunteer group attended a signals training session at the NRM
(National Railways Museum) at York. The day consisted of various activities all based on the
signalling of the railways, particularly in the older block signalling times. In the morning we had the
chance to signal trains on the world's oldest model railway. It was originally built for the Lancashire
and Yorkshire Railway in 1912 for use in the signalling school at Manchester Victoria before it was
donated to the NRM.

It was a pleasure to be able to use the miniature lever frames and bells, just like in the olden days. It
was a great experience with one to one tuition on operating the instruments and bells between each
signal box. After a break for lunch, we went onto a few different activities, these consisted of
working a full-size lever frame, discussing the modern IECC control screens showing the ECML
(East Coast Main Line) around York; and a chance at using the token instruments to take a token out
and pass to our train crew who took it onwards to the next signal box.

After a successful round of events, we went back onto the model railway for our final hour, I
particularly liked this part as my previous knowledge of block signalling and the refresh in the
morning, meant that I ran the trains without guidance from my mentor (Richard Pulleyn/David
Smith). I personally loved every minute of the day and it was great to share my knowledge and
experience on signals to the NRM team, this allowed me to do the tasks without help, this really
boosts your confidence when I can do it without delays to the trains and work the various
instruments correctly. Near the end of the day, we were presented with our certificates for
successfully running trains around the layout. Special thanks go to Phil Graham and his team who
made it all a great experience for all.

Matthew (age 16)

Today has been a brilliant day with all JVs attending learning something new about the signalling of
railways and how it is done. The range of tasks that we did today was tremendous going from using
a 100 + year old model railway built by Bassett-Lowke to signal and operate model trains and using
a replica signal box to let a pretend train through the section of line safely. My favourite task was
undertaken on the model railway which we used to signal the trains around the track like a real
railway operates. The model operates just like the real thing with a timetable that the trains have to
keep to time! And a fully working bell system used to send messages (through bell codes such as 4
rings on the bell for an express passenger) from one signal box to another signal box. With one
terminus station and one through station the model has 4 signal boxes designed to operate the system
of bells, signals and points as well as one ground frame that is used when shunting the freight set.
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This was a wonderful experience enabling me to understand how signalmen were trained prior to
carrying out these duties on the busy railways of the United Kingdom.
Tom (age 12)

Dylan operating a block instrument and Thomas operating signal box levers with Charles |
Weightman supervising (Tom Noble)

4th February, the chance to operate the world’s oldest fully functioning model railway, was given to
the NELPG Junior Volunteers. The day was well attended, all of whom were very excited to get our
hands on the levers, ring the bells, and have a great time. The event was held at the NRM York.

To start the day, we were all introduced to the team of the ‘Lancashire and Yorkshire School of
Signalling’. After a talk over viewing the layout and equipment, we soon moved onto the layout. The
layout was used for Signalling training, and was based at Manchester Victoria for a long period of its
life. We were given the opportunity to have 1 to 1 tuition, on how to operate the bells and mini lever-
frames. The morning soon flew by, so into the afternoon we experienced the use of a full-size signal
box and the chance to operate and re-enact a single line token system, by removing the token, and
passing to a train crew who would take it on to the next box.

To top off the day, we all moved back onto the miniature railway, to practise the levers and bell
codes. We also had the chance to drive some trains on the layout, following the signals controlled by
the other members. It was great to see multiple trains all operating on the layout, signals changing,
bells ringing. Overall it was a fantastic experience, and wouldn’t hesitate to get back on the layout.
Many of the others mentioned that they could spend the whole day signalling; it was definitely
enjoyed by all who attended. In the final hour it was great to see many of the juniors all operating the
layout without direct tuition from the team, however there were a few instances of incorrect bells or
signals; practice makes perfect. It was a great feeling to be able to operate a large model railway
with all the heritage equipment.

To finish the day, we were all presented with certificates for successfully signalling trains around the
layout. Special thanks go to the Lancashire and Yorkshire School of Signalling team and Phil
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Graham for organising the event. Phil’s’ team were David Eastoe, Steve Hall, Graham Hardcastle,
Richard Pulleyn, David Smith and Charles Weightman.
Edward (age 16)

Ethan operating signal box levers with Richard Pulleyn supervising (Tom Noble)

On Saturday 4th February I had the opportunity to attend a signal training session at the National
Railway Museum in York. My first task was to watch a demonstration of how a train gets passed
from one section to another. Then I had the chance to operate one of four signal boxes running
different types of trains through my section. This included using the telegraph instruments and
operating home, distant and ground frame signals. My second task was incorporating what I had
learned on the layout but in a full size signal box that ran electronically. This too included using the
telegraph and signal levers to help pass different trains through my section. Then my last task was
learning how to operate the token exchange system. Four of us took part in this activity, 2 being
signal men and the others being the driver and guard. The signal men had to make sure that the token
was correctly inserted into the pouch so the driver could read it, then when the train entered the other
section the second signal man had to make sure that the train was complete and had a tail lamp on
the back. The two signal men then contacted each other saying that the train was complete and ready
to pass back through the section. This was a very enjoyable day and I hope we get the chance to do
activities like this again.

Ethan (age 14)

Learning the ways of signalling at NRM York was a great experience. My favourite part of the day
was operating the miniature railway and working the full size training signal box. Overall it was a
fantastic day.

Tom (age 13)

We are now looking to undertake a visit of the NELPG Junior team to another Heritage Railway in
Yorkshire during the summer of 2017 to expand the Juniors overall railway knowledge by getting
them out of their comfort zones in a safe and supported manner.

ARCHIVE CORNER by Chris L.awson

Contributions

Although it has not been long since my last article, things have been noticeably quieter now the 50
anniversary celebrations are over. I have been able to get back to cataloguing the collection at the
NRM, although much of the time has been, and continues to be, spent, returning material used for
the various exhibitions back to the correct boxes at Search Engine — if only to clear some space in
my house! Material continues to arrive however, and my thanks to Peter James for a series of
photographs of Joem arriving and in operation on the Derwent Valley Light Railway in 1977; John
Weaver for a cleaner copy of the second edition of North Eastern Revival; Neil Smedley for a copy
of the Wensleydale Railway Association magazine with photographs of Joem; and Keith Foster for
five albums of annotated monochrome photographs of examples of every LNER locomotive class.
These were purchased at auction some years ago, and the original compiler of the collection is not
known. With Keith’s agreement, it is intended to put details of the collection on the NELPG website
in the ‘Collections’ area, along with the Greenfield and Campbell photographic collections, with
copies available in the same way.

In the meantime though, please remember, if you have any items, no matter how large or small,
related to the Group (and particularly of its early days) hidden away in your loft, cupboard or garage
then please go and find them and let me know — but do please give me a ring or drop me an email
before sending anything, and particularly bulky material, in the post. I can be contacted at 67 The
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Mount, York, YO24 1AX, telephone 01904 655003, or email chrisjlawson@btinternet.com. I look
forward to hearing from you.

40 years ago (from NELPG Newsletters)

The bulk of the April issue was given over to the AGM Supplement and Officer’s reports for the
AGM, this being before they appeared as a separate supplement to the NEWS. There was space for
other news though.......

Locomotives — the renewal of the K1 ashpan was about 75% complete along with remetalling of
three side rod brasses and renewal of two connecting rod little end brasses. Only the drilling of a
new fusible plug hole by the NYMR boilersmith was outstanding and the K1 was expected to be
back in traffic before Enthusiast’s day on 1 May. Remetalling of the crosshead slippers and setting
up the motion bars on the T2 had been completed, along with the overhaul of the cylinder cock
linkage and the fitting of steam heating. The T2 took a full part in operating the NYMR Easter
services, and its performance with 5 coaches suggested it would become one of the line’s most
reliable performers in 1977 — and in 2016 with longer trains......! However, due to lack of
manpower, renewal of the P3’s right hand little end brass had still to be started. Worse news was that
the cheapest quote for the 273 replacement tubes was £2,100+VAT. With prices increasing by about
30% per year as a result of inflation, it was decided to place an immediate order, and re-emphasise
the need for donations to the P3 tube appeal. This currently stood at £300 so there was a long way to
go! The fitting of small tubes and replacement superheater elements to 4767 was completed in time
for the Easter service, but persistent leakage from the flue tube ends gave trouble in service, and the
locomotive was awaiting further attention.

News from the Line — No 31, named Meteor, entered service over the Easter weekend and impressed
with a five coach train to Goathland. It was hoped it would relieve the demands on No 29 and 1247;
80135 had been sold to an NYMR member who had placed it on permanent loan to the Railway and
was providing funds for its restoration; 1247 had its wheels reprofiled at Doncaster and was awaiting
re-riveting of frame stretchers and completion of axlebox repairs; replacement tubes had at last been
ordered for No 5; two Pullman cars had arrived on long lease from Scottish and Newcastle
Breweries and would form part of the Pullman set with Car No 79 which was being restored in
Sheffield; a TSO had been bought from Cowlairs and an SK and a CK from Doncaster, some by
individual NYMR members.

Other contents — an approach had been received from Dr John Coiley at the National Railway
Museum (NRM) for the loan of the P3 for a two to three year period to represent the ubiquitous 0-6-
0 tender engine and fill a gap in the collection. With a major boiler overhaul due later in the year,
volunteer resources thinly stretched, the NYMR shed not yet complete and the Railway motive
power position being better than it had been for some time, the Committee felt that three years in the
shelter of the NRM at York would be better than sitting around in the open at Grosmont. The P3
would also be the first locomotive preserved and restored by a volunteer organisation to be exhibited
in the NRM, and would give valuable publicity to the Group and the NYMR. The Committee would
therefore be recommending acceptance, in principle, of the proposal at the AGM, to allow
negotiations to continue to a satisfactory conclusion. Subject to that, Len Clarke, our locomotive
painter, had offered to give the locomotive a facelift, or, subject to available funds, a repaint, in
preparation for its exhibition, and arrangements were being made for a special farewell steaming in
September. For the Q7, contact with the NRM continued over its loan to the Group on the terms
approved at the 1975 AGM. The locomotive was expected to be moved from Brighton to York in
June where it would be stored until the shed at Grosmont was completed and restoration could begin.

There was a Sales Report, announcing the arrival of the Group’s first venture into the world of
cassette tapes, prepared by Alan Vitty, with 66 minutes of recordings of NELPG steam, and also the
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long awaited Super 8 film of the Shildon Cavalcade. Some S&D 150 souvenirs continued to be
available, and there had been a very successful attendance at the Birtley Model Railway Exhibition.
An article by Kevin Gould recounted his day driving the K1, with John Hunt on the shovel and Brian
Crouch as trainee fireman, working two specials on the NYMR on 9" October 1976. Apart from
friendly rivalry with Terry Newman and Maurice Burns on the T2 hauling the service trains, it was
notable for the steam heating pipe between the tender and the GWR saloon bursting with 40psi
steam in it on the first train to Goathland, resulting in a boiler gauge glass exploding in the cab. All
was dealt with very professionally, apparently, and all the safety devices worked as intended. After
some impromptu visits to the toilet, the rest of the day was relatively straightforward! A presentation
by Colin Mountford of the Tyne and Wear Industrial Monuments Trust on the Bowes Railway and
the preservation scheme for a part of the line was also reported, along with the opportunity for a rare
visit to the Victoria Tunnel in Newcastle (now in the care of the Ouseburn Trust and the location of
a Patron visit last year), arranged by the City Engineer during the Festival of the Environment

And finally... it was announced that it would not be possible to run a proposed railtour on BR in

July to Carnforth via Carlisle using the K1 and 4498, but a shorter trip might be arranged for
September.

--00000--

HERITAGE RAILWAY ASSOCIATION AWARD -
RESPONSES RECEIVED FROM MEMBERS

That's brilliant news for everyone involved with NELPG and very much deserved!
Kind regards
Neil Young

Congratulations Chris - very well deserved; in my view NELPG is the standout nominee in this
year's awards. I spoke to John this morning who said it was an excellent evening!

Kind Regards,

Dick Manton

Hi Chris,
That's brilliant. I'm proud to be a member of NELPG.
lan Storey.

Hi Chris

That is superb news, well done to all concerned.
Regards,

Tony and Glynnis Frith

Hi Chris,

Great news indeed for all of NELPG but it's only what you all deserve. It is never-the-less wonderful
that the myriad of your achievements over half a century should at long last be acknowledged and
broadcast publicly. I look forward to seeing further back-slapping publicity for you soon in the
National Railway press! Congratulations everyone.

Kind regards

Kevin Gould

Dear Chris,
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Many thanks for the message - and very well done to the Group! Having a Pete Proud money raising
thought in the bath a few minutes ago, I wonder if it would be worth having a 'limited' number of the
award 'wagon plates' cast and put on sale to the membership. Say 350, as with the subscriber's
edition of 'Keeping North Eastern Steam Alive' - or less. They could be in cast iron, to be collected
at Hopetown and Grosmont and/or aluminium to ease postage costs. As long as they are cost-
effective, they could provide another bit of income. Having said that, I'd have to buy one and
knowing mowt' about production costs, would be prepared to pay, say £35 for a replica HRA /
NELPG award plate. Just a (bath-time) thought.

Best wishes,

Michael Denholm.

Congratulations for your achievement

North Norfolk railway are a nice association and few members of the 76084 1 know are quite nice
chaps too

Best wishes

Alessandro

Dear Chris,

Thank you for the message. Congratulations to all concerned.
Best Wishes,

Peter Elsdon.

Dear Chris,

Delighted to see the Group shared the HRA award.
Kind regards.

Neil Smedley.

Well done indeed. Outside applause of this calibre is always great to get. Well done the team.
Simon Parton

Waaaay...Haeyyyy! Whoopi doooo! Bowt time like!!

Was wondering how they were going to make a judgement on two such different aspects of heritage
railway work...clearly so did they! Well deserved imo!......but where do we display the plaque?
Perhaps we need a trophy cabinet...

Regards,

...a well pleased Graham (Holt).

PS. Can't help thinking of our recent lost stalwarts...hope they're pleased, wherever...

Hi Chris,

Thanks for the good news from the HRA.
Regards,

John G(raham).

Well done guys, well deserved.
Howard Dalton

Many congratulations Chris. But the real plaudits go the many active volunteers, past and present,
who dedicate(d) their lives to the Group. Without them there would be no NELPG.

Regards,

Fred Chrystal

Chris, that is wonderful. And it is right. I regularly tell friends what a fantastic example you set us
all. Well done to all.
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Eric Morrell

Dear Chris

Brilliant news and thoroughly well deserved by all those who struggle successfully, especially when
the weather is rugged, to keep our locos on the rails, literally. Many thanks for putting the news
round so promptly. Hope you enjoyed the rest of the proceedings, including the eats!

Best wishes,

Charles Brookes

Chris,

I was hoping to hear this. Great News!
Regards,

Roy (Marshall)

Dear Chris,

What wonderful news. It is so rewarding that the contribution of so many have been recognised in
this way. Thank you very much for letting me know.

Best wishes

Peter (J Robinson)

Brilliant! Superb effort all round. Well done!
Peter (Woodhouse)

Hello Chris

That is fantastic news for NELPG. Congratulations to everyone involved in NELPG for all the
efforts during the 50th anniversary of NELPG last year. So once again Congratulations to everyone
in NELPG.

Best wishes

Richard (Harnetty)

Dear Chris

I was thrilled to get your message about the splendid and well-deserved joint award for Large groups
which we have won! You must all be both proud and excited.

What impressed me so much about the 50th celebrations was the quite evident keenness of
everybody and the evidence of so much hard work and commitment to the general cause! Life at the
Ffestiniog was not really quite like that. Running a railway full time means that you have to employ
permanent staff, so that the general atmosphere is different from an outfit where everybody is
volunteering. So you can all share the honour of this great event!

I will pass on this great Award news to my son and grand-daughter. They will both be delighted -
possibly not surprised!

Yours ever,

George (Nissen)

--00000--

KEEPING NORTH EASTERN STEAM ALIVE by John
Richardson (NELPG Treasurer 1968 — 1978)

This is a fantastic record of the real achievements by a small group of dedicated enthusiasts to
exceed all expectations of 50 years ago when *18 young men of vision’ met at the Bridge Hotel,
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Newecastle on 28" October 1966. It is hard to believe that extensive restoration work has been
successfully carried out on seven ‘big’ locomotives, in addition to the four locomotives owned by
the Group over 50 years, with a total membership of about 600 today.

From 1987 the K1, which was so generously donated to the Group in 1972, has worked no less than
21 summer seasons on The Jacobite service from Fort William to Mallaig, where it has been the
most used locomotive, steaming well over 110,000 miles so far. The Group has provided a support
crew of around four people for up to 70 days a year.

The Group’s locomotives have operated on over 30 preserved railways and steam centres, as well as
Steam on the Met in 1999 and 2000, with NELPG crew on the footplate. These sojourns have
provided invaluable income for the Group.

Extensive work has been carried out on locomotives at Thornaby, ICI Wilton, Hopetown,
Darlington, Grosmont and other locations. The generosity in allowing the Group access to Wilton
was of huge benefit, as this incorporated input by a team sponsored by the Manpower Services
Scheme, which was within the Government’s Community Programme.

I recall the visit in January 1969 to the closed Tweedmouth shed to view the shear legs and I am sure
I pushed up the average age of those present by several years! This purchase and movement to
Grosmont proved to be invaluable, in spite of initial reservations.

In 1972 the Group purchased a building which was at the Longmoor Military Railway and then
dismantled it, moved it to Grosmont and re-erected it to become NELPG’s Deviation shed, with the
land on which it stood on a 99 year lease to the Group at a rental of £1 per annum. The Group was
also instrumental in the planning stages for the locomotive repair shed at Grosmont.

Highlights for the Group include-

Purchase of the J27 and Q6 locomotives

Purchase of the J72 at a discounted price

Most generous outright gift of the K1

Preparation and provision of four steam locomotives for the S&DR 150 cavalcade
J27 leading locomotive for the NYMR Royal re-opening train on 1% May 1973
NELPG locomotives have steamed over 150,000 miles on the NYMR

Good links with the NRM and Locomotion, and loan of the Q7

Junior volunteers project to encourage the next generation

Setting up of the Patron scheme

Over 35 NELPG main line rail tours

NELPG locomotives on our annual Pullman dining train on the NYMR
NELPG’s silver jubilee celebrations

Loan of Blue Peter and Bittern to the Group

Production of NELPG NEWS every two months

In 1969 application was made for the NELPG to become a charity and on 8™ June 1970, solicitors
Messrs. Dickinson, Miller and Turnbull of Newcastle upon Tyne advised that the NELPG had been
entered in the central register of charities (number 261122) and this provided for all assets of the
Group to be held in accordance with charitable regulations. In the future, such assets could only be
passed to another charitable organisation. In my view, the granting of charitable status was the
catalyst for most, if not all, of the donations of finance, the K1 locomotive, the provision of
accommodation and facilities at ICI Wilton, and at Hopetown, Darlington, fund raising, and so many

27



gifts a of all sorts. The NELPG would not have achieved the position it is in today without charitable
status.

My own involvement with the NELPG and the NYMR was curtailed in 1970 when I was fortunate
enough to purchase one of the standard Sentinel steam waggons, being sold by Brown Bayley of
Sheffield, as they had finished using the waggons on Good Friday, 1970. I continued my connection
with the Group as restoration commenced at the farm of lan Storey, then NELPG Chairman. With
the assistance of five friends, a new cab and lorry body were constructed. A move to York followed,
with another friend arranging apprentice training in production of a feed water pump. The next move
was to East Anglia, where the custodian team are fitting a new ‘Mendip’ boiler, which has cost me
an arm and a leg! I am most grateful to all who have assisted me with work on this waggon and it
has brought home to me the magnitude of the tasks and costs for working on a small steam vehicle,
which puts into perspective all that the NELPG has to do to keep North Eastern steam alive!

I was so pleased to be able to attend the golden jubilee celebration at Hardwick Hall last October and
meet members and friends I hadn’t seem for years — and I much appreciated the door to door
transport!

These are just a few thoughts on the highlights of the NELPG over the last 50 years. We must never
forget the tens of thousands of mundane tasks undertaken by volunteers and the hundreds of
thousands of hours which they have given, often in far from ideal conditions. One statistic missing
from the book is the monetary value of all of this and the other benefits the Group has received.
However, it is impossible to calculate but would be a colossal amount.

This is a very well deserved tribute, appreciation and thank you to all the individuals and
organisations named in the book and those not mentioned, for their fantastic input to the NELPG,
without which the Group would be no way approaching what it is today. What will be the
achievements of the next 50 years?

Three cheers for the NELPG — it has come a long way since raising 27p at its first meeting!

LETTERS

Dear Paul,

I wanted to write to say how interested I was to read about all the work being done on 62005 in the
latest NELPG News — plus the jolly pictures! I'm glad that this year’s Jacobite seems O.K. but I see
that longer term the firebox plate will need a big repair. If any extra resources are needed for this
job, do bear me in mind!

Now, of course, I have another reason for writing — which is to congratulate all of you on winning
the ‘joint best’ award for Large Groups. This is a splendid honour, and must be particularly prized at
the end of the 50™ anniversary celebrations!

I will let Edmund and my grand daugther Emily know about this and they will be delighted I know.
So, well done indeed! I know looking after a loco of this age requires constant vigilance — but maybe
love too?

Yours,

Goerge Nissen
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2017 JACOBITE

It is planned to use the K1 on the Railway Touring Company’s annual ‘World tour’ — Great Britain
X — at the end of April/beginning of May as follows:-

Saturday 29 April: 62005 + POB Carnforth — Thornton Junction

Sunday 30" April: 62005 + POB Thornton unction — Perth, then double heading with 60009
Union of South Africa Perth — Inverness

Monday 1* May: 62005 Inverness — Kyle of Lochalsh & back

Tuesday 2" May: 62005 & 60009 Union of South Africa Inverness — Perth, then 62005 + POB
Perth — Bo’ness.

Wednesday 3™ May: 62005 Bo’ness — Glasgow area — Crianlarich, then 62005 + POB Crianlarich —
Fort William.

Thereafter it is planned that 62005 will operate the morning train the weeks beginning: 15" and 29"
May; 12™ and 25" June; 9™ and 23™ July; 6™ and 20™ August; 17" September; and 2™ and 16™
October.

The steam service now runs from 24™ April to 27" October. As in previous years, the morning
service times are unaltered — 10.15 from Fort William, 12.25 into Mallaig, 14.10 return and back
into Fort William at 16.00. Further details of fares and how to book are available from:
enquiries(@westcoastrailways.net or telephone bookings on 0844 850 4685.

--00000--

FORTHCOMING NELPG EVENTS

Friday 7" April 2017: DUNSTON STAITHES by David Fraser *

Friday 21% April 2017: ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at the RA Club, Brinkburn Road,
Darlington starting at 7.30pm

*7.30 pm Darlington Club & Institute (Northgate Club), High Northgate, Darlington.

--00000--

OTHER EVENTS

April

1** — G5 Open day, Hackworth Industrial Park, Shildon
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1 — NERA meeting, Bar Convent, York — talks about NELPG by John Hunt

15 -2" _ Royal Scot running on the NYMR

3" _ Start of NYMR daily running (to 31* October)

70 Unveiling of Transport Trust ‘Red Wheel’ plaque at Hopetown by Sir William McAlpine
(14.00)

10" - NELPG Committee meeting, Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club, Ladgate Lane (7.30)

14™ — Easter steam service starts with J72 on Wensleydale Railway

15" — Hopetown Open Day (10.00 — 16.00)

22" - Al Trust: P2 Roadshow, York Railway Institute (11.00-1pm)

May

6" - G5 Open day, Hackworth Industrial Park, Shildon

8" - NELPG Committee meeting, Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club, Ladgate Lane (7.30)

13" - A1 Trust: P2 Roadshow, Darlington Locomotive Works, Hopetown Lane, Darlington (11.00-
1pm)

20 - Hopetown Open Day (10.00 — 4.00)

June

3" _ G5 Open day, Hackworth Industrial Park, Shildon

5t Railway Enthusiasts meeting, Hartlepool Central Library (2pm): Colin Hatton — Railways in
wartime

12" - NELPG Committee meeting, Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Club, Ladgate Lane (7.30)

13™ — Fund Raising Sub Committee meeting (5pm)

17" - Hopetown Open Day (10.00 — 4.00)

17"%- A1 Trust: P2 Roadshow, Newcastle Mining Institute, Neville Hall, Westgate Road, Newcastle
upon Tyne (11.00-1pm)

--00000--

COVER PICTURES

Front: John Hunt and Chris Lawson with the HRA’s top award presented to the NELPG at
Wolverhampton on 1 1® February (Noel Hartley)

Back (top left):- JVs cleaning superheater elements removed from the Q6 (Joan Lowes)

Back (top right):- one of the refurbished J27 washout doors (Dave Pennock)

Back (bottom):- The J27°s LH valve assembly being adjusted by Andy Lowes by shimming to put
the valve heads in the right position. No adjustment was required to the valve rods: note the heads
have been temporarily removed (Neal Woods)

--00000--
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Young and not so young volunteers! Andy Lowes, Trevor (the torch) Wilford and Peter (the plumber)
Ellis form a ‘guard of honour’ with Q6 flue tubes at Deviation shed, Grosmont, on 1 8" F. ebruary
(Joan Lowes), and Ed Murray test fitting the K1’s new LH injector clack box cap at Carnforth on

28" January (Tom Noble)

--00000--

THE COPY DATE FOR THE APRIL NEWS IS FRIDAY 19" MAY 2017
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