


e §




4

Vo by ¢

g

NORTH ELSTERN LOCOMOTIVE PRESERVATION GROUP

Chairmans—

¥r I.L. Storey,
Red House Farm,
Hepscott,
MORPETH ,
Northumberland.

Treasurer:-

Vr J.iI. Richardson,
¢/o Midland Bank,

7 Prespect Crescont,
H..RROGATE,
Yorkshire.

Secretary:-
¥Mr C.J. Lawson,

27 Cairnsmore Close,
CRIMLINGTON ,
Nerthumberland.

Tels Cramlington 4175.

Newsletter BEditors-
Mr Lo SCOtt,

2 TMoodhill Rd,
CRAMLINGTON ,
Northumberland.

Tel: Cramlington 4232.

VEYSLETTER No. 35 APRIL 1973

Dear Member,

Within a few days of the publicaticn of this Newsletter,
on Easter Sunday to be precise, public services will
begin operating on the NYMR. It is unlikely that those
present waen the presasrvation society was founded in 1967
had any idea of the vast amount of hard work that would
have to e put in before reopening could come. Whether
they would have started the project had they realised is
a moot point, but they did and now is the time to
congretulate all those on .the NYMR who have worked so
hard ‘o resurrect the line over the past six years.

It is ap to us all to do our best to publicise the line
by spreading the word and persuading people to pay it

a visit. In this way we can all pay a part in ensuring

a healthy future for the NYMR.

A rmmndér of the amount of work involved in recpening

g railway was given by Mr R.S. Greenwcod of the Keighley
ané Werth Valley Railway at our March meeting when he
spoke =2nd showed films on the redevelopment of that line.
Oce point which became clear, was that regardless of the
e’fort that preceded the reopening, the problems really
siart on opening day, when the need to kecp the trains
mwing regardless of all else, rapidly assumes paramount
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importance. Reassurance in some mcasure to those of us

who hLave worricd about the size of the loco stock of the
NYMR was forthecoming when it was rcvealed that for a

large part of its first season of cperations, the

Keighkley had but two operational locomotives. -

In thkis connection, it is gcod to see that moves are
now afoot tc supplement the loco-stock of the NYMR, and
it seems likely that further tender engines and the
2=-6=-4T will follow the NCB tank engines to the line.

’ The snag, of course, is that each time another itcm
of rclling stock arrives on the line, the amount of
voluntary labour required to look after the stock
increases. Although we like to regard NELPG as
independent of the NYMR and the other loco owning
gocieties, it is a fact t!.at most of the work on the
varicus engines is done by the same dedicated band
of vclunteers. The only consequence of an increased work
load as the linc starts full +ime operations is likely
to be that work slows on lower pricrity jobs such as
the K1 and Q6.

The cnly answer to this problem must be an increase in
the number «f helpers. There is no doubt that the
workload falling on a very few individual members of

the Group has grown to such an extent that loss of their
services for any rcason wculd be a severe blow, not only
for the Group,but also for the NYiMR. This situation does
nct apply cnly to the 'dirty hends' section. Over the
past year or so, the sales committec has becen severcly
depleted as a result of marriages, meves and incrcased
work respcnsibilities, with the result that the Group

is no longer able to rcly on what has in the past been
its major scurce of income. What is needed is a group
able to bring ncw ideas and to apply the samc onthusiasm
to the job as has been the casc in the past. In both .
sections of the Group, the expericnce is therc to guide
new helpers, who it is nevertielcss hoped will bring
their own ideas. Now that the NYMR is starting
operations and our locos are teginning to work for a
living, the nceed for reinfcrcements in the Group's
activities becomes more clear. It is up to all cf us to
help NELPG remain in the forefront ¢f railway preservation.
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Finally, we arec sure we speak for all members, when we
wish the NY/IR every success in its new role as an
operating railway. The future for the railway promises
to be most exciting.

==00000=—

ANNULL CENERLL MEETING

4 final reminder that the sixth Annual General leeting -
of the Group will take place cn Friday 27th April at
7.30pm in Room 36 at Newcastle Contral Station.

Includcé with this Newsletter are copies of the minutos
of the last 4.G.M., the balance sheet and the various
officer's reports. It will save a lot of time if ycu read
these first and bring t em tc the meeting for discussion.
It should be remembored that this is the first L.G.M.
for some 18 months, because of the rearrangement of tho
Group's year, and that this ancmaly is reflected in the
accounts cte.

On Saturday 28t1 April, the day following the LGH and

the first Saturday of operations cn the YR, a special
train will run on the line for the benefit of ncmbers.

4 number of specials will alsc be running for the Greslcy
Sceciety on this coccasion, and so it looks as if the
basic timetable is going to be considerably augmented.
Final arrangements for the special train have still not
been decided by the NYMR., It is expected however, that

a steam train will run from Grosmont to Goathland and we
hope to be able to provide a railcar trip to Pickering
and back following this. If not before, full details will

“be available at the AGM, or if you are unable to attend,

contact the Sacretary for information.
==00000~—

THE LAKESIDE AND HAVERTHUAITE RLILWLY is another line
opening for public travel this spring. Public services
begin on Saturday May 5th. Trains run in connection

with the BR bocts on Lake Windermere and this makes a
trip from the North East an interesting day out. The
line's summer timetable is included with this Newsletter.
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LOCOMCTIVE MATNTENANCE SHED

As a quick glance at the photograph on the back cover
of this DNewsletter will show, the beginnings of a
quite substantial maintcnance shed now exist at
Grosmont. Since the last Nowsletbter work has continued
en the shed, although in the last fcw weeks there 5
has been some slackening in the pace due tc a lack

of vclunteers and a pre-occupaticn of the available

staff with events in Socuth Wales scrapyards. However,

more cladding has been applicd to the exteriocr of the
building and the first deliveries cf the 60,000

bricks required for the lower walls, workshceps and

front facade have.now been delivered. fnycne with a
do=it=yourself turn of mind who fancies spending

his hard-earned Easter Holiday (or any cther tine!)

helping out by laying bricks etc. etc. will be more

than welcome. The ¢il interceptor is now complete

end it is thereforc possible te carr; cut messy

maintenance work without worryiig that oil and dirty

water might pcllute the river.Nec o« 1 rcad, until

recently the loco siding cver tie pit, has been

extended to the back of the new shed, and the next

important picce of work is to lay in No. 2 road.

Materials are available, and thc fcrr ation has been

prepared for the turnout but the laying of track

will have to wait until voluntecers are available.

It is hoped, however, that this work will be finished
beforc Easter, as thc necd for storage space fer new
rclling stock increases daily. 4s materials become
available, thc shed headshunt will also be extended.

4 detailed agrecment between the Group and the NYMR
rogarding financing and nanagcment arrangements for
the maintenance shed should be finalised in the near
future, and more information on this subject will

be available soon.

—=20000=—
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LOCOMOTIVE NETS

Work on the X1 has slowed down recently for a number

of rcasons. The cngine is still in the rcpair shed at
Thornaby awaiting repairs to the axlcboxcs, and although
the completely covered accomodation is better for
painting than the partly cxposed roundhouse, therc are
limits to th: anount of this work that can be done at
the moment. Jowever, both loco and tender framcs have
riow been finished in black gloss. The tube plates have
been prepared for the new tubes and retubing now awaits
a final boilar inspection.

No. 5 has the honour of being the first loco to be
worked on in the new maintenance shed. .. nunber of
rivets around the firebox throatplate are having to be
replaced before the engine can be expected tc pass a
hydraulic test, and this work is now being carried out.
Unfortunately, progress is being held up by difficultics
in obtaining supplies of the correct sizec of rivet but
work should be completed soon. it the same time, now
that the engine is under cover, progress is being made
with the repainting and at the moment it is awaiting
the applicatiun of the top ccat of black paint.

The repairs required to No. 29 have now been carried
out. 4 number of washout plugs were weepip badly and
these have now been tapped out and the plugs replaced.
The engine is now awaiting a hydraulic test before
rec-entering scorvice.

Little progress has been madc on the Q6 of late, the

"~ superheater elecments have now been removed, but nc

morc work has been donec. [is soon as the second rcad
has been laid intc the shed, the Q6 will be moved there
and work can continue in earncst.

The P3 has not required anything but routine maintenance

of late. It was to have been steamed on Friday 13th Lpril
to test the bridges at the Pickering end of the linc :

(see 'News from the Line'). Lot us hope that the date
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isn't il1l chosen! it the senmc time, the P3 will be
used to move the two newly arrived Coal Board tank
engines, althcugh whether they will be moved to the
crth end of the line or left at Pickering is as yet,
= uncertain.,

—=00000=—

SALES BREPORT

The Sales Secretary, Pete Woodhcusc, has announced that
for personal ressoms he will bec unstle to centinue as
Outdcor Sales Officer focr the Group, althcugh he will

be able to continue as Postal Sales Officer if nccessary.
Pete has been deeply involved with sales since the Group's
incepticn, and fecels that someonc with a fresh approach
and more time tc devete to the task cculd raise more money
than hc is now gble to. The job invclives taking
rcsponsibility for organising +the Gzcup's sales up and
down the Country at as many as pcssible events such as
British Rail cpen days, model 3»xhibitions and traction
engine rallies, and of course »m the NYMR. It is one of
those jobs in which the returrin satisfacticn to the
individual ccncerned (and in cash tc the Group) is
prcporiional to the amcunt of time end effort that he can
put in. In the past, the Group has ncunted sales stalls
at cvents all over the couniry, often with the help

of a network of locel meombers. It wculd be a great bo. st
to the Group if these days could reiurns anycne who is
intcrested in this job should ccntact the Secretary as
soon as poseible.

Lpart from this, more volunteers are reguired to man

tre sales siall at G“ou.v_t at weekends aftsr the crening
of the NYlR. I voseible, we‘gshoulid have & stall oP=n
gvery weekend afjer oning ‘of Hhes lite. T¥ you'can
selp, even if oniy for one wecksnd, please ring Pete
Toodhouse at Seaton Delaval 487223,
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S»1id brass rexlica cabside pl-ytes from P3 No, 2392
can be ordered frem the Sales 3Secrelary, price £15,
cash with order. Delivery takes abott four weeks. The
plates are full size (about 2¢' x 1¢") and bear the

.




wording, 'NORTH Z.STERN RLILVAY 2392  DLRLINGTON
YIORKS 1923'. Thesc plates meke a most impressive wall
display and considering the cost of the brass used, are
very recasonably priced. Order ycurs now, before NELPG
lcse sole selling rights.

imendments bringing 1972 editions of Northern Steam,
French & Iberian Steam, [ustrian & Italian Steam up to
date are ncw available. For the amendment sheetscnly

send one 3p stamp per amendment sheet required together
with an sae. Booklet and amendment together are

available at 35p cach post free. .. completely new edition
of West German 3tcam is being prepared and should be
available at th2 end of Lpril, price 50p.

Alsc available are new supplics of felt tip pens at 6p
each. Colours are black, blue, red and green. namel

badges of 2392, 62005, 29 and the initials 'NHELPG' will
be available soon, more detzils in the next Nowsletter.

411 sales items are available from P.J. Woodhouse,
12 Whitten Place, Seaton Delaval, Northumberland, NE25 OBJ.

—-=00000——

GROUP PHOTOGR.PH COLLECTION

Trever Ermel of 9 Pinewcod Gardens, Gateshecad, has taken
charge of the CGroup's collecticn ¢f black znd white
photographs. iny iember who has photographs of cur three
locomotives or cf the Lambton tanks which he would like
tc denate to the ccllection should send copies tc Trever.

We are especially short of phctographs taken during BR
days (and before) and also taken during restoraticn, before
delivery to the NYIR. Photes, preferably from postcard up
tc plate size, will be gratefully received and credited in
the collection. Plaase help us tc makc the scory of cur
locomotives as comprchensive as possible.




2=5=4T FUID

Great strides ferward have beer nmade by the 2-6-4T fund
since our last repcrt. Over £3,)00 his so far becn raised
cut cf the minimunm of &4,000 wl .ch will be required
simply to buy. the loccmotive, rore will of course be
nceded to transpert and restore it. Iowever, a large
propcrtion of the money so far raise( is in loans, and
with the price of locos from Barry alout to rocket, as

a result of V.T, the aboliticn cf the long established
pricc contrcl on steel scrap end the recent rise in the
cost of copper, dcnatirns are still vrgently required.
These should be sent to J.M. Richariscn, ¢/c fidland
Bank, 7 Prospect Orescent, Harrogate, Yorks. It is hoped
that the full purchase price can be raised by the end of
LApril.

Two inspection visits have been nade tc Barrys the first
cnabled a short list to be drarm up «f locomctives in
relatively gocd mechanical crde>. The seccnd expedition
included Mr [lbert Barrass, foraicrly a Foreman Boilersmith
with BR at Darlington 7orks. de inspccted the beilers cof
the short-listed locos and afic> careful consideraticn
80135 was judged to be in the 1 3st cverall ccndition.

(it the same time, a check was made «f varicus other

locos in the yards in particular it vas fcund that the B9
No. 61264 was beyond repair.)

Since the selecticn of Nn., 80135, a 14 strong party has
visited Barry ond much time was spent tidying up the
engine, checking for missing parts axd searching the yard
for items required to redair the locc. It is amazing what
can be found therc, lying in the four-foot or rusting in
the vegctatiocn which is slowly deeper ing arcund the loccs.
More visits are tc be male in the imr ediate future to wo
work cn she loco and to retrieve spares. The job is
frustrated to some extent by constent vandalism, not least
by mcmbers of other grouss intcit cn collecting

necessary sparc parts for their cwn preservation schemes.

It is to be Leoped that tie outsbanding money can be
raised quickly, so that the lcc> can be moved to the
safety of the NYMR, allowing restorstion to commence.




'S & D 150"

It is almost 150 years since the opening of the werld's
first public, steam operated railway from Stockton tc
the West Durham Coalfield vic Darlington and Shildon.
This event tcok place on September 27th 1825, and to
mark this historic cccasicn, anr inpirtant serics of
celebrations is being planncd for 1975. These cclcbraticns
and the resulting worldwide publicity will undoubtedly
create the greatest railway cvent for many years which
will benefit railway prcservation in general but in
particular, the local sccieties like the NYMR and the
NELPG., i

To co—ordinate activities, a Stockton and Darlington
Railway 150th /inniversary Joint Committcc has been
fermed, its ropresentatives coming from Local suthorities
British Rail, Naticnal Transport lMuscum, National Ccal
Board, Northern irts, the Northumbria and Yorkshire
Tourist Boards together with local railway and
preservation societies. Under this ccomittee are four
sub-committeces dealing with events, finance, publicity
and rescearch and preservaticn. The NELPG is rcpresented
on the Joint Comnittee and the Evenis Sub-committee.

With still 24 years befors the .nniversary,it may seem

a little premature to be giving any details of tle events
that are being planned, but with monthly meetings having
already taken place in Stockton, Darlington, Shildcn,
Bishcp fuckland and Durham for about two years, your
footsore reprzsentative feels that NELPG members deserve
gsome insight into these important preparaticns.

It is proposed tc have a serics of cvents lasting six
months and enling on September 27th 1975, with all the
events taking place in various parts cf the North Zast,
and it therefore promises to be a bcnanza time for
local NELPG m:mbers.

The events will include exhibiticns of photography, art,
nodel railways, posters and booksj competitions fox
schcol children and there will be unlimited cppcrtunities
for our artists, musicians and singers(?) in the
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railway inn-sign and folk song competitions. Historians
arc catcred for in the Industrial iLrchacolegical trail
over the original S&DR route, aad there will also be a
beoklet published on the Stockton and Darlingtcn Railway
as it can be scen from the traia today.

There will even be activities for the long suffering
wives —although what these will be has not quite bcen
deciced. Onc scheme suggasted is that they could all be
whisked off to Blackpool to see the illuminations, but
perhaps these would not be appreciated -they too are
having a ratlway theme!l

These events will be followed in eerly September by a
7-day Grand Locomotive and Rolling St-ck Exhibiti-n

t gother, it is hoped, with a lcermotive procession
similar to the ne held at the 100th /nniversary in 1925,
the film f which, many members will have seen. Finally,
on September 27th 1975, subject t~ the apprcval «f
British Rail, a train will run >ver the existing S&D
route betwecen Shildcn and Stockiéon, hauled, we hope,

by a vintage North Eastern Railway lccomotive, need we
say morel

L1lthcugh the list of cvents is very comprehensive,
should anyonc have any further ideas, please dc no:

hesitate to write t. your representative, Maurice Burms,
whese address is, 13 Blackfriars, Yarm on Tees, N. Ycrks.

—=30000=—

THE LLSTON BRINCH

One evening in mid-March, twe Tyneside members ventured
off intc the hills c¢f Northumberland to attend a
mecting which had been called in Haltwhistle tc discuss
the acticn tc be taken frllowing the anncuncement of the
fortheoming closure of the Llstm branch. Some time was
spent touring the dark streets >f Haltwhistle seeking
the mecting's venue which turnel out to be the lounge

of the Rzilway Inn, thus making it pcssible tc down a
pint cf S&N's cxcellent brew in order tc recover from
the rigours of negetiating all thcese humps on the
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Military Road at inbredibly high specd.

L collecticn of abcut thirty people were present when

the mecting opened just before 8pm. They were almost all
luocnl rosidents and included retired railwaymen as well
as members of the landed gentry. NEILPG member Jchn Parker,
that avid collector of railwayasna and well known
Haltwhistle resident, chaired the proceedings.

On the assumption that a society would be formed, it

was decided to begin by chcosing a name, and a lively
discussion followed. It was amazing how meny suggestions
werc put forward beforc it was decided tc join the ever
grewing ranks of prescrvation scocictics named aftcr

their railway's native valley, and thus the 'South Tynclale
Railway Preservation Society' was formed.

[ discuesion followed on the aims of the society. is
many members will know, Northumberland County Council is
investigating the possibility cf buying the linc when

it is abandoned by BR in 1975, and it was suggested that
the society should endeavour to become a supporting
organisation for this project. What the scciety would do
if the County Council decided ageinst buying the line

was not decided, although the gcneral foeling seemed to
be that tle task of buying and operating the line would
be too great for a society such as this. Incvitably,

the subject of Lambley Viaduct and its structural
soundness was soon raised. Various opinitns were
expressed ;- it was shifting badly- -repzirs had been
carried out ten years ago which had stopped the movement—
-novement had only taken place in the smaller side spans—
=but it was agrecd tThat meinvenznce of this and the many
other bridges ant viaduets on the line would be a
difficult task for a voluntary socicty to undertake on
its owm.

It was decided that it would be rcasonable for the
socicty to aim to cporete a weckend steam scrvice on the
branch, as an &djunct t¢ the daily railcar service which
would presumably be operated should the County Council
take over the line. It was stated that therc shculd be
no problem finding passengers for the line, as the area
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was expanding as a tourist certre, :nd already 150,000
people were visiting the Romar. wall forts at Housestecads
and Chestcrs cach year.

The discussicn turned to the jrovision of locomotives.
Some prescnt were surprised tc learr that BR did not
still have steam locomotives availatle for disposal. Onec
knew of an 0-4-0ST which he thought might be suitable
for hauling the trains. [ third put forward the vicw
that all engines working the linc slould be of NER
origin. However, the cold reality ol the preservaticn
scene was rapidly brought home to tlosc present by the
Tyncside pessimists and the questior was temporarily
shelved. .

ifter this discussion, it was resolved that a society
be formed and an ad-hoc cormittee wes formed with John
Parker as chairman, to draw up a cor stitution. This
having been done, the meceting vas ciosed and the
oppcrtunity was taken to sup sime ncre of the Railway
Inn's ale before the long trip home.

Morc support is urgently needel for this infant scciety
which cculd have a bright futuze in partnership with
Northumberland County Council. 41l those interested
should contact John Parker at 14 Westgate, Haltwhistle,
Hq?thumborland.

~=00000=—

NEWS FROM THE LINE

The NYMR will open for public traffic on Easter Sunday,
22nd Lpril. Steam scrvices will run between Grosmont and
Goathland with diesecl operations in addition over the whole
wholc rcute. The exact naturce of services can be found o
from the timetable,which is enclosed with this newsletter.
Basically, a mixed service of steam and diesel trains
will run at weekends and on hcliday Mondays, and in
addition, a stean service betwecen Grosmont and Goathland
will run on various weekdays according tc the time of

year.
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The ccremonial opening of the line, which will be
carried out by HRH The Duchess of Kent, will take place
on Tuesday 1st May. .rrangements for this have now been
finalised and will teke the form of a dinner in Whitby
followed by a steam-hauled trip to Pickering.

The official procecdings will begin at 12 noon, when .
the Duchess will unveil a commemorative plaque at the
ingel Hotel at Whitby (the site of the inaugural meeting
of the original Whitby and Pickering Railway Company)
Luncheon will follow at the Royal Hotel and after this,
the party will leave for Thitby Station (The Duchess by
horse-drawn coach). /. train double~headed by two of

Nos. 5y 29 and 2392 will then take the party to Grosmont
where another plague will be unveiled. 4t 3.30pm, the
train will leave Grosmont for Pickering wherec a third
plaque will be unveiled at the Black Swan Hotel where
the 1836 opening ceremony took place,

Contingency plans have been prepared in case a one=Cay
rail strike takes place as part of the TUC's day of
protest (in which case, coaches will run from Whitby to
conncet with the train which will start from Grosmont)
and also in case work on the bridgecsbetween Levisham and
Pickering is not completed. If the latter occurs,
passengers will transfer to diesel multiple unit for
the rest of the journey from Levisham.

MEMBERS FiRES

Details of the concessionary fares which will be
aveilable to the members of the NYMR and associated
societies such as NELPG have been published and are
as follows:-

SINGLE _ Grosmont
Goathland 105 Goathland
Levisham 204~ 15 Levisham
Pickering 30 20 10
RETURN Groamont
Goathland 20 Goathland
_evisham 40 30 Levisham
% Pickering 50 .40 20
w3




ST.LFE

More full time staff have been ippoir ted as the opening

of the line draws near. ton Car 3 has taken up his

position as Operating Manager, wwdney Smith is to become +
Signalman at Goathland with a vide reénge of extra duties
during non-opcrating hours. Jeff Brard is the line's
first fireman, and in the samc wey will work as a fitter
when the line is not operating. Finally, Ken Saunders
has been appointed as driver. It is expected that more
staff will be appointed soon.

CIVIL ENGINEERING

In preparation for the opening of the line, there have
been two main fields of activity recently. The crossover
at the north end of CGoathlend Statior is now nearing
completion. This crossover will allow both Goathland
platforms to be in use at once nnd trains will now be
eble to pass within the statior, ratler than in the loop
to tke south of the station as at present. lMost of the
work involved in track installction las now been
completed, and only sections oi signelling equipment now
renzin to be finished off. The signalling of Goathland
Steticn is now almost complete, the rost recent addition
being a ground disc and trap-points at the exit from the
up sidings. ;

The second major task undertaken recently has been the
renovetion of a number of bridges in the southern part

of tre line. Because of the skilled nature of the work
involved and the haste requirsd for the completion of

the werk, a BR bridge gang has . been hired to undertake
the job .. On four days in mid-March, work was carried out
on Bridges 7, 10, 14, 15 and 17 and the gang were due

to return to the line to carry out mcre opcrations in
Lpril. The work involved included such jobs as replacing
waybcams and rcpair of bridge cdecking. Lfter completion
of this worlz an inspection was due tc be carried out -
by the BR Divisional Civil Engineer, the P3 being used

for testing purposes.

Other signalling work carried cut recently has included

-




ROLLING STOCK

More new passenger carrying vehicles have been aquired
by the NYMR recently. Perhaps the most important is a
brake second open which was urgently required to
alleviate the shortage of passcenger brakes. Up until now,
if two stcam passenger trains were running, a goods brake
van would have to havc been utilised. . second IVER style
BR standard goods braks has been bought which is fitted
with vacuum brake equipment and this will be available
for passcnger trains in emergencies. Lnother SO has also
been bought from the dump at Connington. Tork is now

“being carried out to mike this vehicle and the TSQ until

recently at Heaton, available for passenger service.

Other rccent aquisitions have been no less than three
buffet cars. These vehicles are from withdravm Edinburgh-
Glasgow multiple units and should prove very useful. They
can be used in trains, or as static refreshment rooms at
stations.

The two ex-NCB tank engines have now been delivercd to
the line. The Hudswell-Clarke from Cadeby Ceolliery is in
cxcellent condition, and as soon as vacuum equiprment can
be fitted, the loco will be available as a standby or
for light passenger duties. The only problem at the
moment, it scems, is that no one has been able to get
into the cab as it is stuffed solid with spares! The
RSH side tank from Whittle needs some work beforc it

is available for usc. 4 small crack exists in the firebox,
but as this is of steel construction, welding should be
quite straightforward.

—-~00000—-

THE DOVINFLLL OF HAIRY JOCK

The Caledonian had its share of characters and among them
werce Johnny Walker and 'Hairy Jock', both drivers at
Polmadie shed in Glasgow. Hairy Jock must have had a
proper name like everyone else, but in railway circlcs he
never got anything but Hairy Jock. He was a speed merchant
and when out on the line, he thrashed both his enginc and




fireman unnercifully. Johnny Galker was not a speed
merchant -but ncither was he & slowcoach. By some strange
alchemys; Walker always contrived to arrive exactly on time.
To be one minute carly was, in his cycs, as much a crime
as to be one minute late. How he did it no one knows, for
in thosc days,drivers werc not provided with watches and
specedoncters on steam cngincs had ncver been hecard of. 5

One day Walker was booked to work an express from Carlisle g
to Glasgow 2nd, as he had an unusually heavy load, a pilot
engine was scnt to assist him, ncne other than Hairy Jock.
"You'll have to 1ift your fcoet today," cracked Hairy Jock
after he had coupled on, but Talker smiled quietly to
himsclf and said nqthing. Rivalry was forgotten as the two
engines lifted the train out from Cerlisle and strained up
to Beattock Surmit. Every pound of stecam was nceded and

both cnginces and men were mightly relieved to breast the
summit and take a breather.

But c¢ld Valker just gave his enzine enough time to catch
her sccond wind and then he put on steam again. Hairy Jock
could hardly believe his ears when he heard thc sound of
Walker's cngine rcaring at his back down the falling grades
into Clydcsdale. Thon the penny drepped! Walker's engine had
mocdern oil axleboxes on its tender, whereas Jocks still had
old=-fashioned grease boxes.

L8 the trains speed mounted into the eightics, clouds of
smcke began to pour from Hairy Jock's tender. Hedanced with
rage and shook his fist at Walker, but there was nothing he
could do about it. Yhon they arrived at Carstairs, hc had
to couple off and go to the shed for repair. '"Never mind,
we'll casily manage without you," said Johnny Walker, in
answer to Hairy Jock's furiocus tirade. /nd so he did,
arriving in Glasgop Central ncither carly nor late - but
right on tinme. i ; '
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Friday, 27tk ipril, 1973 Room 36 Ccntral Station, Newcastle,
7.30 pn Annual Goneral lMceting. sdnission by mcembership caja.

Friday, 18th May, 1973 Bridge Hotel, Newcastle, 7.30pm.

Members social, slides, films, slicdc auction etc etc
Cover Photographs by J.R.P. Huut.
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