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NENSLETTE:l No . 35 l,PRIL 1973 

Dear Member, 

Within a few days of the publicatic'n of t his Newsletter, 
on Easter Sunday to bo precise, public services will 
begin operating on the NY11R. It is unlikely that those
present w~en the presJrvation society wa s founded in 1967 
had any ~dea of the vast amount of hard work t ha t would 
have to ~e put in before reopening could come. Whet her 
they wou:.d have started t ho pro.iect had t hey realised is 
a moot point, but they did and now is the time t o 
congratUlate all those on -t he NTI~R who have worked so 
hard 10 resurrect the lin.e over the past six years. 
It is l p t o us all to do our best t o publicise t he line 
by spreading the 'fmrd and persuading people t o pay it 
a v~sit . In this way we can all pay a part in ensuring 
a heaJth;w future for the NTIill . 

1, - !. 
A remmd~r of the amount of work involved in reopening 
a rai ~way' was given by M'r R.S. Greenwood of the Kei ghley 
and Werth Valley Railway at our March meeting when he 
spoke snd showed films on t~lO redevelopncnt of t hat line. 
CY.:e point ' which became clear, wa s t hat regardless of the 
e:f crt that preceded 'the reopening, t ho problems really 
s':.art Con opening day, when t he need to keep tho train's 
m::;ring regardless of all else, rapidly assumes paramount 
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importance. Reassurance in sorr e TIoasure to those of us 
who have ~orriod about t he size of 0 t he loco stock of the 

'0., NTh'R was f brthcoming when it was reveal ed that for a 
large part of its first season of operations, the 
Keighley had but two operational locomotives. 

In this connection, it is go od to see that coves are 
now ~foot tc supplement the loco-stock of the NYMR, and 
it seems likely that further tender engines and the 
2-6-4T will f ollow t ho NCB tank engines t o the line .• 
The snag , of course, is that each time another item 
of r clling stock arrives on the line, the amount of 
voluntary labour required to look after the stock 
increases. ~lthough we like to regard NELPG as 
indepondent of t he NYMR and the other loco owning 
societies, ,it is a fact t :.at most of the work on the 
v8ri cus engines is done by the same dedicated band 
of vclunteers. The only consequence of an increased work 
l oad as t he lino starts full time operations is likely 
t o be t hat work slows on lower priority .jobs such !l S 

t he K1 and Q6. 

Tho cnly nnswer t o t !:1is prob16m must be an increase in 
t he number of helpers. Tho:J:'e is no doubt that the 
'vVor kl oE!d f alltng on a very few individual members of 
t he Gr c-up ha s gr ovm to such an extent that loss of their 
services f or any roason 1:~lOuld be a severe blow 9 not only 
f or t he Group;,but also for th0 NYlIiIR. This situation does 
ne t apply only t o t ".o 'dirty hands' secti on. Over the 
past year or so , the sales committee has boen severoly 
depl eted as a r esult of marriages, moves and increased 
wor k r esponsibi l ities, with t ho result that t ho Group 
i s nc longer able t o r ely on what has in the past been 
i ts IDa .j or source of incomo. What is needed is a gr oup 
able t o bring new idea s and t o apply the same enthusiasm 
t o t he j ob as has boen t t e case in t he past. In both 
sections of the Gr oup, t he oxpp.rience is there to guide 
new helpers, who it is nevertleloss hoped will bring 
t heir ovm ideas. Now that t ~ . o o Nnm is starting 
operations: and our locos are ceginning to work f or a 
living , t he need for reinfcrcEments in the Group's 
activi t i es becomes more clear. It iE up to all of us to 
help NELPG r emain in the f orefront cf railway preservation. 
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Finally, we arc sure we speak f or all memb er s , YThen we 
wish the NYl IR every success in its new role as em 
oporating railway. The future f or t he railway promises 
t o be most ' exciting . 

-00000-

Ii finnl reminder t hat -~hc sixth Annual General !_oeting 
of the Group will t ako pl ace on Friday 27th .April at 
7.30pn in Room 36 at Newcastle Contra~ Station. 
Included with t his Newsletter are copies of t he r.1inutos 
of t he last ,,b.G .M., t ho balan-ce sheet and t h0 various 
officer's r eports. It will save a lot of tiDe ,if yeu road 
these first and bring t ' om t c t he E1ecting f or di scussion. , 
It should be rmnembered t hat t his is t he first .l·, . G~M . 
for some 18 months, becausp of tt ~ rearrangoElOn'-G of t ho 
Group's year, and t hat this anomaly is reflected in t~o 
accounts etc. 

On Saturday 28t.l Jipril, t he day f olle,wing t ho LG1:\ and 
the first Saturday of oporations ('n t ho NYl1ffi , a spoci Cil 
train will run on t he line for t~e benefit of Dembers. 
A numb~r of specinls will alse be running f or t he Gr esley 
Society on this occasion, and so it l ooks as if t he 
basic timetable is going t o be considerably au~~entGd . 
Final arrangements for t he sp0cial train have still not 
boen decided by the NYHR. It is expected however,that 
a steam train will run from Gros~ont to Goath12nd and we 
hope to be able to provide a railcar trip to Pickering 
and back following this. If not before, full details will 

' be available at the JIGM, or if you are unable to attend, 
contact the S3cretary for information. 

--00000-

THE Ll.KESIDE i~TD HLVEltTffi711ITE Rl.ILH;.Y is another line 
opening for public travel this spring . Public services 
begin on Saturday May 5th. Trains run in connection 
with the BR b02ts on Lake ~indermere and t his makes a 
trip from the North East an interesting day out. The 
line's summer timetable is included with this Newsletter . 
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LOCOMOTIVE ~.:IlIINTEN !lliCE SHED 

hs a quick glance at the photograph on the back cover 
of t his Newsletter will show, the beginnings of a 
qui t e substantial !!laintenance s 'J.ed now exist at 
Gr osmont. Since t he last Nowslt:ttor work has continued 
on t he shed, although in t he last f ow weeks there 
has been some slackening in tl10 pace due tc a lack 
of vc. lunteers and a pre-occupation of t he available 
staff with events in South VJ21es scrapyards. However, 
more cladding has been applied t o t ~.1e ext erior ef the 
building and t he first deliveries of the 60,000 
bricks required f or t he l ower walls, wor kshops and 
front facc:c1e have , now been delivered. lmyone wi th a 
do-it-yourself turn of mind who fancles spending 
his hard-earned East er Holiday (or any et her tioe !) 
helping out by laying bricks etc. etc. will be mor e 
than welcome. The oil interceptor is now complet e 
and it is t herof oro possible tr car~ cut messy 
maintemmce work wi t hout worryi 19 t hat oil and dirty 
wat er mi ght pollute t ho river. No • 1 r oad, until 
recently the l oco siding ever tle Pit, has been 
extended t o t he back of t he now shod, and the noxt 
i mport2nt piece of work is t o l~y in No .2 r oad. 
Haterials are availabl e , and t he f( ~ ation has beon 
prepared f or t he turnou~ but t De I nying of track 
will have t o wait until volunteers a:re available. 
It is hopod, however, th~t t his work wi ll be finished 
before East er, as t l:e need f or storace space f er new 
r olling steck increases j aily . '''is nat erinls becomo 
availRble, t he shod headshunt wil l also be extonded . 

i. detailed agreement bet-"lCen t he Group and t he NYNlR 
rogarding financing and lle.nagement a:rrangements for 
tho ulaintenance shed should be fin21ised in t ho ncar 
future, and !!lore infomC1tion on this subject will 
be available soon. 

--0 0 0 00-
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Locm.mTIVE NE'.7S 

~ork on t he K1 has slowed dovm rccontly f or a nlliuber 
of roasons. The engine is still in t he r epair shed at 
Thornaby awaiting repairs -t o t he axl oboxes, and although 
tho compl etely covered accomodaticn is botter f or 
painting than the partly exposed roundhouse, t hero are 
limi ts to th3 anount of t his work t hat can bo done at 
the moment. ]owever, both loco and t ender framos havo 
now been finished in black gloss. The t ube plates have 
been prepared for t he nevI tubes and r etubing now awaits 
a final boil 3r inspection. -

No . 5 ha s t he honour of being t be first loco t o be 
worked on in t ho new maint enance shod . ... nunbor of 
rivets around the firebox throatplate are having t o bo 
r eplAced before the engine CRn bo expected t o pass a 
hydraulic t est, and t his work is ~ow being carried out. 
Unfortunately, progress is being held up by di f ficultios 
in obtaining su~plics of t he correct size of rivet but 
work should be compl et ed soon. i.t t he same tirae, now 
t hat the engine is under cover , progress is beiob made 
with the repainting and at t he Doment it is awaiting 
t he applicatiun of t he t op ceat of black paint. 

The repairs requi red t o No . 29 have now been carried 
out. 1. number of washout plugs wer e weopi t; badly and 
these have now been tapped . out and t he plugs repl aced . 
The engine is now awaiting a hydraulic t est before 
r e- entering service. 

Little progr ess has been made on t he Q6 of l at e , t ho 
superheater elements have now been r eooved, but no 
more work has been done. 11 S soon as t he seconn road 

aute has been laid into t he shed, t he Q6 will be moved t here 
and work can continue in earnest. 

The P3 has not required anythi ng but routine I:laintenance 
of late. It was t o have been steamed on Friday 13th l.p ril 
to test the bridges at the Pickering end of t he line 
(see 'News fr0m the Line '). Let us hope t hat the date 
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isn't ill chosen l 1. t t!1e Salle time, the P3 will be 
used to move t he two newly 2rrived Coal Board tank 
engines, al thc/ugh whether the;] Yrill be moved to tho 
ncrth e~d of the line or left at Pickering is as yet, 
uncertain. 

--ooOoe-

The Sales Secretary, Pete Woodhouse, hRs announced t hat 
f or personal r eascms he will b e un2cle t o continue as 
Outdc c-r Sa l e s Officer f e r t he Gr oup, although he will 
b e able t a continue as Pos t al Sales Officer if necessary. 
Pete ha s boen deeply involved with Eales since t he Group's 
inception 9 and foels thRt s omeone with a f:cGsh approach ( 
and more time t (.' devote t o t ho t a fJk cculd raise mor e money 
t lcan he is n ow able t o . Tho .j ob invr:::.vc s taking 
r c sponsibili ty f or or ganin:'..ng +.11e G:: CL:P ' S sales up and 
d01fm t~e Country at as E12ny as P O S3:: b le events such as 
British Rail ~pen days , model )xhibjtions and traction 
engine ralli es, and of course >11 t h E. NYMR. It is one of 
t hos e .j obs in which the r oturr.in saiisfaction t o t he 
individua l concerned ( and in cRsh t< t he Grcup) is 
pr q ,ortionnl t o t he amc·unt of "time c.nd effort that he con 
put in . In t ho past, t he Group has n Gunted salos stalls 
at ev en t s all over the cOtu~~ry , oftEn with the help 
of a network of loce. l mombors ~ It YJ( uld be a grea t bo- s t 
t o the Group if these days could rei urn? anyone who is 
i n t e r e sted in t his .j ob s lF uld ccntac t the Secretary as 
s een as possible. 

i.part from t hiS, morc ' voluntGers 2J"E r oql1ired t o Dan 
t ,:e s a l e s s t al l at Gr o s.::J.o::!t 8-;~ '.vo r:kfi;(LS 8+' ·t G~' 'the G T;e~ing 

of t he I\rl1If~ ~ -;' -': ~)o 8E' ] 'b 1 3 ~ Y'j~~ e l1 :)~ ld h ~ "T8 ~ cte~ l op~rl 

evor'J v7Ge;r[j~G. c1 f ' ~4I' -tba o~0nir.:e 0-£ -t t.L 3 li~i o . I ~· :y-cr\.l. can 
nel p , even if' O:1:;'Y f Ol' one w3ck-:md , plG<:t se ring PetE) 
1.ioodhouse at Sea t c.n Dolaval 4[')223 . 

Sr)lid bra ss rE)p1:'..~a cab si de p~ . ~tos irom P3 No . 2392 
(,2n bE) ordG~(,d f r eD t he Sales 3ecre1 ary, pr ice £1 5 , 
:Je st with or d 'Jr . Delivery takc3 abot t f our weeks. The 
plates are full size (about 2'. ' x 1L ") and bear the 
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wording, 'NORTH El,STERl~ Rl.ILi'U1Y 2392 DLRLINGTON 
;'10RKS 1923'. These plates De-ke a most impressive vvall 
display nnd considering the cost 0f t he brass used , are 
very r ea sonably priced. Order ycurs now , before NELPG 
l ese sole selling rights. 

Amendments bringing 1972 editions of Northern Steam, 
French & Iberian Steam 9 :.ustrian & Italian Steam ,up to 
date are now available. For t he mnendment sheeiE only 
send one 3p staulp per amendment sheet r equired t o,gether 
with an sae. Booklet and amendment t ogether arc , 
available at 35p each post free. " completely new edi ti~m 
of Vest German Steam is b eing prepc:red and should be 
available at th3 end of !.pril, price 50p~ 

J,lso available are new supplies of felt tip pens at 6p 
each. Colours are black, blue, red and green. ~emel 
badges of 2392 , 62005, 29 and t he initials 'KELPG ' will 
be available soon, more details in t he next Newsletter. ' 

./ill sales items are nvailablG fro!!} P.J. Woodhouse , 
12 Whitten Pla ce, Seaton Delaval, Nor thuDberland , NE25 OBJ. 

-00000-

GROUP PHOTOGRi,PH COLLECTION 

Trever Ermel of 9 Pinewoo'd GardGns, Gateshead, has t aken 
charge of tho Group's collecticn c f black 2nd whi t e 
phot ogr aphs. ;.ny lember who has photographs of c'ur t hree 
ICLC Or.lOti ves or of t~o Lambton t anks which ho would like, 
t o donate t o the collection should send copies t o Trevor. 

We are especially short of phc t ogr aphs taken during 'B? 
days (and before) , :md Also takon during restor aticn 9 b Gf ore 
delivery t o t he NY ffi. Phot c s, preforably .from' postcard up 
t o plato size, will be gr8tefully rGceived end credited in 
the collection. Pl :)ase help us t o DR~O the s 'c ory ef our 

' locomotives as compr ehen sive as possib16 . 
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2-5-4T Fl~m 

Great strides f e r ward h2vG beeL Dade by the 2-6-4'J1 fund 
sinco our l ast r eport. Over £3,)00 hI s s o f ar b een r aised 
out of the r.linimurJ of £4,000 w] ·.ch will bo required 
sinply t o buy . t he l ocomotive , L.Jre vv.:. ll of course be 
needod t o transport and restoro it. I owevor, a large 
pr oporti on of t he !:loney so f a r r aise, ' is in l oans, and 
wi t h the price of l ocos .from Barry ~1 out t o r ocket, as 
a r esult of Vi T, t he aboliticn of the long es"tablished 
prico contrGl on stoe l scrap 'end t he recent rise i n t he 
cost of copper, dcnati r:ns aro still t;r gently required. 
These should be sent to J .H. Richarc' son, c/o :Midland 
Bank, 7 Pr ospect Orescent, Harrogate, Yorks. It is hoped 
th?t the full purcha se pr ice can b e l'aised by :Dhe end of 
i;pril. 

Two inspection visits have been Dade t o Barry, t he fi rst 
en abled a sh0rt list t o ~) e dx-a'·"'l. up ( f locomotives in 
r e l ative l y good o e chanical orde~. Th( second expedition 
included 11r ;.lbort Barrass , f o:c 10rly a Foreman Boilersmi th 
wi th BR a t Darlingt on -;'!orks. He inspected t he b oilers of 
the short-listed 10c0s and afte -: careful cnnsiderati(}n 
80135 '.vas .iudged t el b o in t he l' 3st cverall condition. 
(i.t t he s ame tine, a che ck wa s oade e.f vari c·us ot hor 
l ocos in t he yard; in parti cul2.r it ias f c.und t ha t t he B1 
No . 61264 wa s beyond rep~ir.) 

Since the selecti c. n of NI) . 80135, a 14 s trong party has 
visited Barry end much time was spent tinying up the 
engi ne , cho cking fer mi SSing parts 2.1d s earching t he yard 
f or i tOE1 S r equi r ed t o r eyair t ho l oce. It is amazing what 
can b e found t her e , lying in t he four-foot or rusting in 
the veget ati ~n which is slowly deepruing around tho l oce s. 
Mor e visits are t c be ma 'le in t he i mr. ediate future t o 1'10 

.work on ';;ho l oco and to retrieve spares. Tho .i ob is 
frustrat ed t o s ome exten!; by constC'.nt vandalism, not least 
by membors of other grou:,?s inte .lt en collecting 
necessary spare parts f er their (·wn preservation schemes. 

It i s t o b e ho ped t hat t -1G outs~anC'ing r.1oney can be 
r aised quickly, so that t he l 'oc) Cf.n be moved t o the 
s afety of t l'!e NYMR, allo'Ning r est or 2.tion to commence. 
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It is almost 150 yoars 'since the opening of t ho wcrld's 
first public, steam operat ed r aiL!cy frorJ Stockton t o 
the West Durham Coalfield vic, Darlington and Shilc1on. 
This event t eok place on Septeober 27th 1825, ~nd t o 
l:Jark this historic occasicn, a~1 i :')':rt cmt sorios of 
celebrations is being pl anned for 1975. These colebrRticns 
aod the resulting worldwide publicity will undoubtedly 
create the groatest railway event fer r.:lany years which 
will benefit railway proservation in goneral but in 
particular, the local sccicties like t he r' Y],lK Dnd tho. 
NELPG. 

To co- ordinato activities, a Stockton and Darlingt on 
Railway 150th i.nniversary J oint COr.1mi ttce hos been 
femed, i ts r(~pres8ntati ves coming from Local .. :.u thori ties 
Bi'i tish nail, Naticnal Transport Iv.iuseum, National Coal 
Board, Northern i~rts, the Northumbria and Yorkshire 
Tourist Boards t ogether with local railway and 
preservation societies . Under this cOLlmittee arc f our 
sub~committoes de31ing with events, finance, publicity 
and research anJ preservation. The NZLPG is r epresented 
on the Joint Comt:1i ttee and the Events Sub-cOE1f.li ttee. 

'Ni th still 2~ years befor3 the .;.nniversary,i t may seem 
. a li ttlo prem.lture to be giving any details of t ::.e events 
that are bein~ planned, . but with monthly meetings having 
already taken place in Stockton, Darlingt on , Shildcn, 
Bishop ~uckland and Durham for about two years, your 
foctsore repr3sentative feels t ha t NELPG members deservo 
80r.1e insight into these important preparations. 

It is proposed to have a series. of events l asting six 
months and enhng on September 27th 1975, '.vi th all t he 

. events taking place in various parts ( f ·t he North 1}ast, 
and it theref')re promi ses t o be Cl bcnanza time for 
local NELPG m~mbers . 

The events will include exhibitions of photogr aphy, art, 
t:ioc.el r ailways , posters and books 9 competi tions fo i' 
school childrGn and there will be unlimited oppcrtunities 
for our artists, musicians and singcrs(?) in t he 
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railway inn-sign and f olk song competitions. Historians 
are catered for in the I.:ldustri31 i.rchaeological trail 
over the original S&DR r)ute , 8:ld t her e will also be a 
booklet published on t he StocktJn and Darlingtcn Railway 
as it can be seen from t :le trai:l todny. 

There will even be activities for the long suffering 
wivos -although what these will be has not quite boen 
deciC!ed. One scheme sugg3sted is that they could all be 
whisked off t o Blackpool to soe the illuminations"but 
perhaps these would not Qe appreciated -they t oo are 
having a railway t heme! 

These events will be followed in early September by a 
7-day Grand Locomotive '3nd Rolling St ~: ck Exhibiti r,n 
t ' gether, it is h'~' ped, with a l e: c('motive pr~' cessi ()n 

similar t r.' the ' ne hold at the 100th lmni versary in 1925, 
the film 0f whiCh, many members will have s een. Finally, 
on September 27th 1975, 9ubjec~ t~ the apprcval r f 

British Rail, a train will run )ver the existing S&D 
r oute between Shildon and Stocklion, hauled, we hope, 
by a vintage North Eastern Rail ,vay lc;comotive, need we 
say more! 

LlthGugh the list of ' events is very comprehensive, 
should anyone have any further ideas, please do no~ 
hesitate t o write t : your representative, Maurice Burns, 
whose address is, 13 Blackf:riars, Ya:rrn on Tees, N. Yc.rks. 

- :)0000- ' 

THE l .. LSTON BRll -J OR 

One evening in mid-:March) twc T-ynesic'.e members ventured 
off intc t he hills of Northumberland t o at t end a 
meeting which had been called in Raltwhistle t o discuss 
t he actj (:Dte be taken f ) 11 owing t r.e anncuncement of the 
f orthcoming closure of t :,lO LIst In branch. Some time was 
spent t ouring the dark streets )f Raltwhistle seeking 

_ t he. meeting' s venue. which.. turn.el out -t o be the .10unge 
of t hlB Railvh1Y Inn, thus making it p< 'ssible t e down a 
pint ~f S&N 's excellent br ew in order t o recover from 
t he rigours of negotiating all t hese humps on t he 
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Military Road at increc1ibl~ high speed. 

11 collecticn of abcut thirty peoplo were present whon 
the mooting opened .just before 8pm . They were a l most all 
1,,001 r e sident s and includod retirod railwaYr!10n as well 
as members of the landed gentry. NELPG mGr.lbor John Parker, 

.... that a'lid collector of raih18;pma and woll known 
Haltwhistle resident, chaired the proceeding s. 

On the assumption that a society would be f ormed , it 
wns decided to b egin by choosing a naDe, and a lively 
discussion f ollowed • . It was amazing how l:leny suggestions 
were put f orward beforo it was decided to .join t he ever 
gro~ ing ranks of proservation s ocieties neo ed after 
thoir railway ' s ndtivG valley, and thus the 'South Tynodale 
Railway Preservation Society' was f c r ood. 

/, di scussion followed on the aj ms of t he socioty. I.s 
many memL)OrS will knovl ~ liT orthu:nberland County Council is 
investigl'.lting the possibility of btAying the lino vlhen 
it is abc~doned by BR in 1975 , and it was suggest ed t hat 
the ,soci ety should endeavour to become a supporting 
organise.:ion for this pro.iect. 1:fhat tho s ociety would do 
if the County Council decided against buying t ho line 
wa s not decidad, although the general foeling seemed to 
be that t ~~e t ask of buying e.nd operating the line \,ouln 
be too great f or a s ') ciety such as t hi s. Inevitably, 
the sub.iect of Lambley Viaduct and its structurc:l 
soundness was soon r aised . Vario~s opini ~ns were 
expressed; - it was shifting badly- -repairs hed been 
carr ied out ton years ago which had stopped t he movGoent
-L1ovGoent hnd only taken plP.lce in tlle soalleT. side spans-
- bt,;.i it was agre,::d th~\t ma inl;en3..t1 Ce of t !li s !.lYld the many 
otb o :.~ lJ:dd g8 B i:.!",d. vis~h,d s on :'l1e line wo~}d be a 
difficl~l T. t ask f or a YOlulltarJ (;ocioty to undertake on 
its ovm • . 

It wa s decided th8t it would be reasonable for t he 
s ocio-cy to [,il,l t o opore.t8 a wGokm,d st03iTl service on t he 
branch~ as an Cid .junct t o t he daily r ail c[lr se:r.vice which 
would pl'0sumably be operated should the County Council 
take over t he line. It was stated t ha t t hore shculd be 
no probloo finding passengers for the line~ as the area 
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was expanding as a tourist cmtre, End already 150,000 
people were visi'ting the Romar" wall forts at Housesteads 
and Chesters each year. 

The discussion turned to the lrOV1Slon of locomotives. 
Some present were surprised tc learr that ~R did not 
still have steaD 10CoDotives availal1e for disposal. One 
mew of an 0-4-0ST which he thought might be suitable 
for hauling the trains. 1. third put forward the vi ew 
that all engines working the line slould be of NER 
origin . However, the cold reality of the preservation 
scene 'Nas rapidly brought hODe to tlose present by the 
TynGside pessiDists and the questior was temporarily 
shelved. 

Lfter this discussion, it was resolved that a society 
be f ort'Jed and an ad-hoc coo.-:ri. ttee we s formed with John 
Parker as chairman, to draw up a cor. sti tution. This 
having been done, the DOGting ;las closed and the 
opportunity was taken to sup s)mc n(re of the Railway 
Inn's ale before the l ong trip haDe. . 

f"lore support is urgently neede 1 f or this infant society 
',"lhi ch could have a bright futu:e in partnership with 
Horthumblnrland County Council. ..iill those interestod 
should contact John Parker at 14 'l{estgate, Hal twhistle, 
Northumberland . 

--00000-

NEFm FRor~ THE LINE 

The NTIER will open for imblic traffic on Easter Sunday, 
22nd i,pril. SteaD services will run betwGen Grosmont and 
Goathland with diesel o?erations in addition over the whole 
whole r oute. The exact naturc of services can be found 
frOD the tiootable,which is enclosed with this newsletter. 
Basically, a nixed service of steam and diesel trains 
will run at vmekends anr:l on holiday l!ondays, and in 
addition, a steac service betNoen Grosmont and Goathland 
will run on various weekdays according t o the time of 
year. 

-12-



, .. 

The ceremonial opening of t he line, which '.'iill be 
carried out by HRH The Duchess of Kent, will t nke place 
on Tuesday 1 st May. ".rrangements for t his have now been 
finalised and till t ake t he fore .• of a dinner in ~i!hi tby 
followed by a stEJam-hauled trip to Pickering . 

The official proceedings will begin at 12 noon, when · 
tho Duchess will unveil a cOrnJ:lemorative plaque at t he 
l.ngel Hotel at ll;Jhi tby (the si to of the inaugur al meeting 
of the original Vn1itby and Pickering Railway Company~ 
Luncheon will follow at t he :doyal Hotel and aft er t his, 
t he party will l eave for Y/hi tby Sktion ( '1'he Duches s by 
horse-drawn c·ouch). L train double- headed by t wo of 
Nos. 5, 29 and 2392 will t hen take t he party to Gro Smont 
where another pl8que will be unveiled. Lt 3.30pn, t he 
train will l eava Grosr,lOnt for Pickering wher e a t hird 
plaque will be unvoile~ at t he Black Swan Hotel where 
the 1836 opening cereoony took place, 

Contingoncy plans have been prepared in case a one~c RY 
r ail strike takes pl ace as part of t he TUC's day of 
protest (in which case, coaches will run frOi'!l Wb i t oy to 
connect with the train which Hill stert fror.l GrosDont) 
and also in case work on t he bric.grn bet woen Levisham and 
Pickering is not cOr.lpleted. If t he l atter occurs, 
passengers will transfer to diosel fiul tiple uni·t for 
t he rest of the journey from Levisham. 

MD,ffiERS F l:RES 

Det ails of the concessionnry fares which will be 
avdlable to the oombers of the NTI{R and as sociated 
societie s such as NELFG have been published and are 
as follows g-

SINGLE Grosmont 
Goathland 10 · Goathland 
~evishar.l 20 15 Levi sham 
?ickoring 30 20 10 

RETURN Grosmont 
Goathland 20 Goathl cmd 
:"evisham 40 30 Levi shAm 
?ickering 60 ., 40 20 
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STi.FF 

More full time staff have been lppoir t ed as t he opening 
of t ho line draws neRr. ~on Cnl 1 ha s t aken up his 
position as Oper ating Manager, todnoJ Smith is to become 
Signalmc\n at Goathl and with a \.ide rmge of extra duties 
dur i ng non:"'opor ating hours. J eff Bra. dis the line 's 
fir st firel::lan, Elnd in tho saoe way wi ll work as a fitt er 
when t he line is not operating . FinaJly, Ken Saunders 
ha s been appointed as driver. It is Expected that more 
s taff will be appointed soon. 

CIVIL ~TGINEERING 

In preparation f or t he opening of t hE line, t here have 
been t wo main fi el ds of activity r ecEntly. The crossover 
at t he north end of Goat hland Station is now nearing 
completion. This crossover :will allo'l\ both Goathl and 
pl atforms to be in use at once ~nd tr ains will now be 
able t o pass wi t hin t he st8tior, rr::tt or t han in t he loop 
to t :te sout h of t~le station as at prE sent . Host of t he 
work involved in track ins t allction tas now been 
compl et ed , and only sections 01 signElling equipment now 
reL'lain to be finished off. The signalling of Goathl and 
Staticn is now al mos-t complet e, t he rr ost recent addition 
being a ground disc and trap-pointsat t he exit from the 
up si dings . 

The secone: ma.jor t ask undert aken r ecEntly ha s been t he 
renov~tion of a number of bridges in t he southern part 
of t :te line . Because of t he skilled nature of t he work 
involved and t he ha ste required ;for t he compl etion of 
t he work, a Bll bridge gang bas been hired to undertake 
t he job- :. On four days i n 8i d-l\1arch , work wa s carried out 
on Br idges 7, 10, 14, 15 and 17 and the gang were due 
to r eturn to t he line to car~J out me r e oper ations -in 
l,pril. Tl:e work involved included such jobs as r eplacing 
wayboctms and r epair of bridge decking . l,ft er completion 
of t hi s work an inspection was due tc be carried out 
by t he BR Divisional Civil Enginee~ t he P3 being used 
for t esting purposes. 

Ot her signalling work carried cut r ecently has included 
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ROLLING STOCK 

iMore new passenger, carrying vehicles have been aquired 
by the N~ffi recently. Perhaps t he most i mportant is a 
brake second open which was urgently required t o 
alleviate the shortage ofpassengol' brakes. Up until now, 
if two steam passenger trains were running , a goods brake 

. van would have to have been utili sed. L second UJER style 
BR standard goods brake has been bought which is fitted 
wi th ·vacuUI!l brake equipnent and this will be available 
for passenger trains in emergencies. Lno t her SO hes also 
been bought from the dump at Connington. 1iJork is now 
being carried out to make t his vehicle and t he TSq until 
roce~tly at Heaton, available for passenger service. 

Other r econt aquisitions have boen no less than t hr ee 
buffet cars. These vehicles are from wi thc1ravvn Edinburgh
Glasgow multiple units and should prove voryuseful. They 
can be used in trains, or as static refreshment rooms at 
stations • 

. _The t wo · ex-NCB t ank ene ines have now been doli ver cd t o 
t he line . The Hudswell-Clarke from Cadoby Colli ~ry is in 
excellent condition, and as soon as vacuum equi lJffient can 
be fitted, the l oco will be available as a stanc1by or 
for light passenger duties. The only problem at the 
moment, it seems, is that no one has boen abl e to got 
into the cab as it is stuffed solid wi th spares! ~10 
RSH side tank from Whittle needs somo work bofore it 
is available for uso • .II SElRll crack exi sts in t he firebox, 
but as t his is of steel construction , wol ding should be 
quito straightforward. 

--00000-- . 

THE DOVINF1ILL OF HLIRYJOCK 

The Caledonian had its share of characters and among them 
wore Johnny if/alker and ' Hairy Jock', both drivers at 
Polmadie shed in Glasgow. Hairy Jock must have had a 
proper name like everyone olse, but in railway circles ho 
never got anything but Hairy Jock. He wa s a speed merchant 
and when out on the line , he thra shed both his engine and 
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fireman unmercifully. Johnny V,alker was not a speed 
merchant -but neither was he E slo~coach. By some strange 
alchemys Halker always contrived to arrive exactly on tir.le. 
To be one ninute early was, in his eyes, as much a crime 
a s to be one :Jinute late. HOYI he di d it no ono knows, for 
in those days,d:rivers wore not provided with watches and 
speedomoters on steam engines had never boen heard of. 

One day Walker "laS booked to Vlork ,m express from Carlisle 
to Gl asgow end, as he had an unusually heavy load, a pilot 
engine was sent to aSS1S-G him , none other than Hai'ry Jock. 
nYou'll have t o lift your f oet t oclc:y," cracked Hairy Jock 
after he had coupled on, but "tJalker smiled quietly to 
hiQself and said nQthine . Rivalry was forgotten as t he two 
engine s lifted the train out froD C2. rlisle and strained up 
to Boattock SU~Jit. Every pound of steam was needed and 
both engines and men we:re night'ly relieved to breast the 
suonit and t ake a breather . 

But ol d \-~alker .just gave his Gngine enough time to catch 
her second wind and t hen he put on steam again. Hairy J ock 
could h2rdly believe his ears when he hear d t he sound of 
Walker's en[:,'1.ne roaring, at hi~ jack dovffi tho falling grades 
into Clydesdale. Then t ho penny drcpped! !!alkers engine had 
modern oil axleboxes on its tender, whoreas Jocts still had 
ol d- fa shioned grease boxes. 

],s t he trains speed Dounted into the eightios, clouds of 
smoke began to pour from Hairy Jock I stender. Hed~uiced wi th 
rage and shook his fist at \7alker, but there was nothing he 
could do about it. 1,'[hen they arrived at Carstairs, he h ad 
to couple off and go t o the shed f or r epair. '~over mind ~ 
we'll easily oanage without you," said Johnny Ylalkor, in 
an swer t o Hni ry J o~k I 8 furi ou s ti rade. Lnd so he did" 
arrivinci in Glasgob Central neither early nor lato - but , , 

right on tioc. ' , 
--00000--

Friday, 27th Lpril, 1973 ROOD 36 Central Station, Newcastle ' 
7.30 p:l lmnual General Meetine • .Ldnission by membership ca 

Friday, ' 18th May, 1973 Bridge Hotel, NewcastlG, 7.30p:l. 
Members social, slides, filos, slide auction etc etc 

- Cover Photographs by J.n.p. H~lt. 
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