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NEWSLm'rER No. 44 ocmBER 1974 

Dear Member, 

At the Group's last Annual Genoral Moeting, a number of 
members suggested that it was tim3 to raise the level of 
the annual subscription. The Committee was instructed to 
investigate the matt~r and make r3~ammendations. Since 
this time, correspondence has been received from a number 
of Group members and the views of many others have been 

. canva~sed. Perhaps surprisingly, the general view 
appears · to be in favour of some increase. Over the past 
few years., the question of subscription rates has been 
raised on a number of occasions and the committee .has 
always responded by deciding to main~ain the existing 
l evel, thnnks largely to the relatively high level of 
voluntary donations received from members. 

This year, however, it is not so easy to resist the call 
for higher subscriptions. In particular, the increases in 
postal charges and in the cost of paper have had a large 
effect on the Group's administrative expenses, as well as 
inflating the cost of production and distribution of .. 

'HELPG News'. Further, although by no means in financial 
strai ts, we have also to bear the consideraole cO.sts of 
restor ation of the Q6 (other than the boiler repair costs 
which have been generously underwritten in full by tho 
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NYMR) nnd the outstanding costs of work on the K1. 

For t hese rea~onB, the committee is recommeriding that, 
fer the first timo in the Group's eight year history, 
we should raise our membership subsc~ption. The . 
proposed new subscriptions nrc as f ol16wsl-

Ordinary • •• £1 .50 
Family • • • £.2.00 
Junior • •• ii:1.00 
Life ••• ii:20.00 

AS can be seen, tho preposed new ratos represent an 
increase of 50p p~r annum on annual subscriptions, n 
figuro commohsurate with the increase in the Glost of 
cntering for the individual membor over the last fow 
years. 

In order t o put these proposals to Group meobers for 
their decision, an Extraordinary General Meeting has 
been called to precodo the next meoting of the Group 
on November 15th.Plense como to this meoting if you 
possibly can to make your views known. If you arc 
unabl,e t o attend and pnrticularly if you are ono of the 
Group's many me~bers who lives too far from the North 
East to rogularly attend meetings, then plecse lot tho 
Secretary know what you think. 

Whilst on tho sub,ioct, it would bo intorc;sting to hcnr 
membors ideas with regard to saving money. One 
possibility which mey bo worthy of attention is that of 
combining postage of Newsletters to members who aro 
close neighbours or colleagues at work. Postage and 
envelopes represent a considerable proportion of the 
cost of Newsletters and combining two members postage 
cCluld save 25-30 pence per annum. This is alrendy dene 
to a small extent but 'thero are obviously problaos 
surrounding its more general introduction. Howevor, if 
any members feel they could help in this we~, pleaso 
write to the Editor. 

-3-



EXTRAORDINARY GEN'ERAI MEET:! NG 

As mentioned above, an Extrn)rdhary Gmeral Meeting of 
NELPG will be held in Room 36 at NewcREtlo Control 
Station at 7.30pn on Friday 15th Nevem[er . The agenda 
is as follows~ -

1. To ccnsider a recommendation from tle Committee that 
fron January 1975 subscripti )ns should be a s f ollows: 

Ordinary £1.50 .. • • • 
Fmnily .... £2.00 
Junior £1.00 
Life ... £20.00 

2. Tc ~pprovo the necessary 3lterationE to clause 7 of 
t he Grcup constitution. 

This neeting will preeede the advortised entertainr.1ent. 

--00 0 00-

ANNUAL DINNER 

Don't f or get the Group Annual Dinner wlich is t o be held 
on Friday November 8th at the Royal Co~nty Hotel in 
Durham . Tickets are still available frcm John Hunt at 
21 High Street, Carville, Durham. Tickets cost £2.15 
each and the meal which commences at 8.30pm, will 
consist of four courses and coffee. A car is available, 
of course, and if last year's event is anything t o go by, 
a good time will be had by all. . 

There is very little time left in whicr to obtain 
tickets, so write t o J ohn right away. 

-coOoo-

COVER PHOTOG~PHS 

Front NELPG 'e latest char ge , 44767 s.en in July 1965, 
leAving Carlisle on t he evening I Brcols to Perth. 

Pet er J. Robinson 
Roar upper The unique Stephenson link gear of 44161. 

Peter J. Robinson 
lower 5428 passes Greenend with t he weedkilling train. 

-4- J.R. P. Hunt 
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LOCOMOTIVE REPORTS 

K1 2005 
, -

The K1 is still available for troffic and will ' hove 
worked the steatl serviqos .on Oc\ober 26th/27th, tho 
last weekend of the soason. Work on the engine over 
the winter period will include the fitting of new 
safety ' valve springs, replacement of all faul ty ~'cKor­
bars and repairs to -0 broken engine spring. 

P3 2392 " . • 
. ~ 1 It,.., 

The engine is n)w in need of urgent attention to the 
leaking firehola nouthpieoo .whioh ,is oonstantly giving 
trouble. During a preIiminnry insp~qtion of the engine . 
for the S&D celebrations, carried out by Bill, Harvey 
of Flying Scotsman Enterprises, he indicated that if 
the mouthpiece is not properly caulked, it will soon 
be impossible ~to fOrID ' uwatortight jOint. This job must, 
be regarded ' as one 01' tho top i.priori ties ovor the winte~ 
period. Another job of importance is' the removal of the 
blastpipe, where i" of oarbon has f ormod .on the ins,ide , 
whioh will be 'strangling the' oxha~st' according to 
Mr Harvey. Some good news is that the saga of the 
missing mouthpieco protector is now almost over, n new 
protector 1.S now baing made up. .. --_ .. 

No.5 

This engine has continu~d to give good service, but of 
lato has developed 8 l~aking 'mouthpiece simil~r to the 
P3. It is possible that Nc~ ,5 may need 8 ' hydraulic to~t 
this year, so no doubt this ropair will bo carriod out 
at the same time. We bolieve ' tho ' ongine~ las~ hydraulic . 
test was in 1966-61. ' 

No. 29 

This engine is availablo for traffic and has boon vory 
reliable 'during the 1914 season. It, too, i~ due to be ', 
hydraullcly testbd within~ tho next ·year, its last test 
being in 1968 when the engine rQpeivod a ~ew firobox. , 
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EXTRAORDINARY GENERAl MEEr.rJ NG 

As mentioned above, an Extrcnrdir Clry Gmeral Meeting of 
NELPG will be held in Room 36 at NewcREtle Centrnl 
Station at 7.30pn on Friday 15th Novem1:er. The agenda 
is as follows~-

1. To ccnsider a recomraendation from tle Committee that 
fron Jonuary 1975 subscripti Jns should be as follows: 

Ordinary 
Fm!lily 
Junior 
Life 

. . . .... 

... 

£1.50 
£2 .00 
£1.00 

£20 .00 

•• 

2. Tc npprovc tho necessary alteraticne to clause 7 of 
the Grcup constitution. 

This Beeting will precede the advertised entertainoent . 

--000)0-

ANNUAL DINNLll 

Don't f orget the Group Annual Dinner wlich is t o be held 
on Friday November 8th at the Royal Co~nty Hotel in 
Durhan. Tickets are still available frc~ John Hunt at 

. 27 High Street, Carville, Durham. Tickets cost £2.75 
each and the meal which comoences at 8.30pm, will ~ 
consist of four courses and coffee. A tar is available, 
of course, and if last year's event is anything to go by, 
a .good time will be had by all. 

There is very little tine left in whicl to obtain 
tickets, so write t o J ohn right away. 

-coOoo-

COVER PHOTOGRl.PHS 

Front NELPG'e latest charge , 44767 a_on in July 1965, 
leAving Carlisle on t he evening I arcels to Perth. 

Peter J. Robinson 
Roar u~or The unique Steph~nson link gear of 44767 • 

. Peter J. Robinson 
lowor 5428 passes Greenend with the weedkilling train. 

-4- J.R. P. Hunt 



LOCOMOTIVE REPORTS 

K1 2005 -
I __ 

The K1 is still available for trnffic and will -hove 
worked the steatl servi~Qs on Oc\ober 26th/27th, tho 
last weekend of tho soason. Work on tho engine over 
the winter poriod will include the fitting of now 
safotyvalve springs, roplacomont of all fnulty ;ocKor ­
bars and repairs t o n broken ongine spring. 

P3 2392 " . ~ 

Tho engine is nJW in noed of urgont attention to the 
loaking firehole mouthpiece Which _is constantly giving 
trouble. During a preliminnry inspe~tion of tho eng~no 
for the S&D celebrations, carried out by Bill, Harvey 
of Flying Scotsman Enterprisos, he indicated that if 
the mouthpiece is not properly caulked, it will soon 
be impossible to fo~ a ,watertight j Oint. This job must­
be regarded ' as ono of tho tOP 'prioritios ovo+ t ho winte~ 
period. Another job of i mportance is the removal of the 
blastpipe, where i" of carbon has f anned on the ins,ido , 
which will be 'strangling the exha~st' according -to 
Mr Harvey. Somo good news is that tho saga of t he 
missing mouthpieco protector is now almost over; n now 
protector is now being made up. 

No.5 

This engine has continued to givo good servico, but of 
late has developed 8 leaking 'mouthpiece simil~~ to the 
P3. It is possible that No .. .5 may neod 8 - hydraulic test 
this year, so no doubt this repair will be carried out 
at the sarne tioo. We believo ·the -ongineh last hydraulic , 
test was in 1966-67. 

No. 29 -
, 

This engine is available for traffic and h~s been very 
reliable duri!ltI the 1974 soason. It, too, is due . to be -_ 
hydrau11cly testbd within'the next year, its last tost 
being in 1968 when the engine received a new firebox. 
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5428 'Eric Treacy' 

The Clnss 5 has boen used on sever'al occasions recently t 
and is proving most reliablo. OnC) again, a hydraulic : 
test may be required this winter, it being many years, 
probably in BR days, since its In3t test. ' 

GNR No. 1247 

It was hoped that this loco would be Ul traffic by late 
summer but due to the somowhat unorto~:ox fitting of tho 
new boiler tubes by unqualified staff, more additional 
work has beon caused, probably delayinc v. hydraulic test" 
of the boiler until tho end of the yoar. Good progress 
has however been made on tho pointwork and the loce 
should look mo"st attractivo when this is completed. 

Ho . 20 

Vacuum fitting of this 'O-6-OT, usiilg the IMS system 
recently -removed from tho Q6, -is now ccmpleto and the 
boilor is nearly roady for a steml test. Being painted 
in an attractive maroon, she should PI'(. ve a useful and 
popular addition to tho stud of \1')rkilll: locos. 

g,6 No. 2238 

At l ong last, 2238 is now safely undor cover. in the 
ropair shed at Groemont, thus onabling constructive work 
to proceed in carncst. With only eight months to 
completo all work involvod in tho repair and restoration 
of t '2e' Q6 before the S&:D 150 colebratic ns, work has been 
progranmed for ' all wekends throughout the winter. 

The .5i" diameter flue tubos arnved on Teesside early l.n 
September. They were cut t o length for the new tube ends 
and then transported to I.C.I. Wilton f or swaging and 
screwing. This operation wns completec within soven days, 
enabling the welding of the new tube ends to be started . 
in late September. Tho old flucehld oarlier been 
transported from Grosmont t o Thol'l1sby, where the HELPG 
team spent some three hard weeks loscaling tho tubas and 
preparing the ends. By 7th October, welding of the new 
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tube ends had boon cO!:lr lotod B."1d on the f1th, t ,ho 
completed tubes wore novoG t o Groa l0nt. Prer aration of 
the tubopl ntes is now boing c~rriod out in r eadinoss t o 
take tho tubos. 

With the engino now pr otected fron tho woather, work has 
commenced ,on preparations f or a hydraulic test. Tho 
regulat or has been blankod off, and nIl ot her boilbr 
fittings have beon temporarily removed so that t ho 
mountings can bo cleanod up prior t o fi tUng t ho blanks 
which are at the ooment ' on l oan' t o the J52. Wor k has 
also started on the d~rusting and removal of ol d . . 
paintwork on the tender. A preliminary,. inspection of the 
tender has r evealed that t he . l ast three years oxposure 
t o the elements has cause~ n trooendous ' dete~oration of 
the platework, ospecially on t pp of t ho t ender, whore 
water has been standinG f or long peri o(~ s. • . 
Work is continuing overy Sunday under the lendorshi ~ 
of NELPG' s Loco Sub-cOI:l!:li ttoo • .bs at Thornaby, whore an 
enthusiastic team has beon ostablished on 4761, we 
would like to see a dedicatod gr oup working on t ho Q6 
and with this in mind, a good start has b'een made. We .. 
would, however, still like to hear from anyone else who ' 
would like t o join in. If tr?nsp~rt is a ~robleD , plons~ 
phone Ian Storoy at hiorpeth 3961' if you nro CODing freo 
T,ynoside o~aurico Burns at ~agloscliffe 780194 if you 
wish to travel freo the Toossido arca. 

A very good start has been made on our latest pro J e~t 
and an 'enthusiastic group of nembers is at wor k every 
Monday and Wedneslay evening. 

Top priori~y has b09n the boiler, whore all tUQes flre 
now fitted (with til pr ojecting nt t ho firebox end for 

, ,... beading over) and all ~ fi ttings have beon removod. Blanks ' 
are currently boing fitted in their placQ. The boiler · , 
cleating has now "'Jeen romoved, Md -i;hc boiler i tsolf is ' 
being painted with heat resistant aluminium paint. It -is 
confidently expected that we will ~c in ~ position t o 
carry out a hydraulic test within a few weeks. 

-1-
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Other work has been carried out O~ the right hand side 
wheels and frames which have been clear'ed down and 
painted. When time permits, the m)tion for this side 
will be completely reassembled. 

Relations with British Relil at Th)rnab:r are much 
improved leltely- and the depot . shednas·t Gr has recently \ 
expressed his satisfaction with the way in which 
members of the Group who are working ell 4161 are 
signing on and off when attending working parties. 
~e must however remind menbers t hat they must be in 
possession of a permit beforo entoring the depot. 
Failure to comply with this regulation may result in 
facilities at Thornaby being withdrawn. 

-0000').,..... 

SHED REPORT 

Nigel Tr::l ttel' 

~Ncrk has new resumed on the shed 3i to t 'i th the long 
anticipQt ed laying-in of the seclad r or.d into tho shed. 
Although it hos resembled a sconi) relilway with its ups 
and downs , . t he final packing t o :tine El!!d level has now 
boen completed And the track' is new in use, tho Q6 
being woll established at tho back of the shod. 
Incidontnlly, the first loco t o traverse the newly 
commissioned turn cut into the second road was the K1 
which had been the last stenn engine tl cross this 
sane turnout in its origin~l pJ sition It Hawsker on the 
"i'hi tby-Scarbor ough line , wh(m it passec ever in ccmpnny 
with 'The Groat Mnr~uess' in 1965. 

Members will recall t hat t he two tracks in the shed :' .. . 
itself will be taken out probably t his time next year, 
t o construct the pits, which will havG flat bottomed 

. ¥ 

rail. The rest of tho track in tr) shef will have • 
concrete sleepers and will be con )rGte~ in to rail level 
al ong with the rest of the fl oor. 

Dick Oxlade has returned froD his well earned holiday 
and with the operating soason cev ing k a close, wcrk· .. 
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should progress ropicly on m8king tho 0utside of tho 
shed weatherproof~enabling work t o continue inside in 
relative comfcrt. Most of tho work is bricklaying 
together with tho erection cf steel beams to support tho 
lean-to roof and also the door frames. The front of the 
shed has had to wait f or a variety of rensons, not 
least until we knew the type and size of the doors to 
be used. Now that we hnve these at Groemont, ' it has been 
possible to design and construct tho steel frame t o 
support them. Incidentally, the spacO betwoen the two 
shed :roads has beon reduced t o 1?'-O" to fit these door~. 
Of course, progress within the shed is loreely dependent ­
on progress outside and this, in tum, depends on the 

• weather and on the ~ount of help available. 

Finally, a plea to all users of the shed site. It is 
essential thr.t we are more careful wiXh the usc of 
equipment. Tools aro invariably left lying about in the 
shod and are only rarely retu~ed to their proper 
places. 7e can't aflord t o bo constan;ly replacing l ost 
equipment, so it is essential that what we hevo got is 
l ooked after. Furthennoro, our mere complex equipnont 
is all potentially :langerous in tho hands of inexporionced 
users. Recently, an amateur dumper driver finished up 
in the river with his oachine. He survivod but the dunpor 
has suffered somo damage. It could have beon tho other 
way r ound. 

. -ooOo~ 

N .E.R. SNOHPLOmH No. 18 

1.L. STOREY 

Early in November 1973, I heard' of the existence of two 
ex - North Enstern Rnilway anowploughs standing in a 
Gateshead scrapyard. I d,oci(led to try to secure one of 

J these unusual pieces of railway equipment for preservation, 
and after confinning with British Rail the wheroabouts 
and availabiity of the snowplcughs, I contacted the scrc:lp 
merchant. Both seemed to be in quite reasonablo c 
condition and were, I suspect, withdrawn as a result 
of the closure of such linos as the Stainmore route and 
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because of replacement by marc L'!O :iern vehicles. One of 
tho ploughs had alroady been reservod f or Beamish Museum 
but a rensonnblo price was nsked ~y B.R. f or tho other, 
No. 18, and it was purchased. The B.R. number of tho 
vohicle is DE 900572 "and it was b~ilt at York in 1909. 
Dimensions ar e: -

Overr:ll longth 
r..ridth 
Hei ght (excluding chimnoyt) 

~ . 

27' 11t " 
9' 0" 

11' 2t " 

The frames and body aro baSically of tiBber and are 
somewhat similar in construction t o the NER brake vans 
of t he period. The Dlade and pr ow nro ];.artially shenthGd 
with thin metal shoeting to pr otect then and, between 
t he franes, some six t r seven t ons of ballast is 
carriod, consisting of old firobars and brnkoshoes. 
Inside-, t he Bnowpl otl,gh is fitted with a heating and 
cooking stove, coal bunker, food .and equipment cupboards 
end seat s f or the orew. Makeshift bunk spaces arG also 
pr ovided . 

As r eceived from B.R., tho r oofin; felt was in need of 
some attention and a few of the w)odcn pl anks at the 
front end neoc1:.r eplacing. It had jeon hoped to carry out 
these r epbirs beforo moving t he plough to Grosmont, but 
f or one reason and another, this has not pr oved 
~a ssiblG . The plough roachod Grosmont some months ago 
but will have t o be returnon t o Thornaby t o be turned 
befor e we can see it in action in front of one of the 
Group's engines during the next hard wintor ., 

Unfor t unately, both works platos have been removed 
f nirly r ecently, probably by someono who did not realise 
t hat t ho vohicle was t o be preserved. I would very' much 
appreci at e the oprortunity t o beg, buy or borrcw the 
originnl~ or a similar plato which could be copi od . 

I've been asked to write an article abcut my experienoes 
acconranyine; the snowpl oughs on tho Mor peth-1\Tccdburn 
line during t he wintors of 1963 and 1966. 111 being 
well, this will appear in a futuro is~ue of 'Nelpg News'. 
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Sl+lgQON 60974 

J.B. Hollingswort~ 
" 

Accompanying my beloved 5428 when it movedtQ the NYMn 
was Swindon built inspoction saloon, 80914. This vehicle 
is one of a batch of seven built in 1947-48, o~dered by 
the GI1R and cempletod by BR.Thoy woro provided for the 
use of tho Enginoers in chargo of tho principal G~ 
li.hgineoring Divisions, enabling thOOl to keep a closo oye - JrJ 

on that most impermanent of things, the ].)Ormanent way .f ... "'-

• and the structures that carry it • Tho Wri tor arri vod as 
a junior assistant at Wolvarhampton just after 80974 had 

~ displacod to Shrowsbury tho clerostory saloon 'Modao 
Patti', so called because in its younger days sho had 
usod it. He often enjoyod strenuous days out in iho now 
vehicle assisting that urbano and most dolightful of men, 
Mr ~.F. ~ilson, whose titlo of Divisionnl Engineor had 
just boon dograded undor tho new regime to District 
Civil Engineer. I say pt~enuous becauso ~tops wero 
froquent and brief on(t thero were many measurements to 
take; on~ was forevor up and down th0so stee~, vacuum­
operated steps.; 

other featur~s of the saloon includo observation windows 
at both ends, warning gongs for use when propelling, T 
speedometers and bell communication with the locomotive. 
11 BlDoll k1 tchen, lavatory and guard's compartmont 
completed the accomodation. Tho coach was much shorter 
than stanc1nrd, 52'-0" instead of 64'-6", to givo 
clearance on non-passenger lin~s without ~ of the 
complications of and-throw and centro-throw. 

It is qui to incorrect to refor to 80974 as a· G1'lR _ 
'Director's Saloon' • . There wero (and are) a number of 
much gTander vehicles availablo for the Boord and other 
'VIPs' without anyone being dosignatod for their 

, particular use. 

80974 now rosides at Grosmont whero it is used for 
'static' functions as woll as appearing now and again 
in trains convoying guests to tho lino. 

II 
11 
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NEWS FROM THE LINE 

The proposed timetable f or 1975 J .!~ .nOl; l>~en published 
and shows 0 number of welcome im}rovom( nts over previous 
efforts. "No sorvices . arc propose<"'. durir"g the relatively 
quiet period between Easter and. '\ hi t. ~'hiB. will save " 
money ond aleo allow essential ;.track IDE.irttonance to be 
carried out during the bette~ ' (?) lote spring. wcather. 
To counteract this ~ however, tho summor servico is ' .. 
much irnprovod. ;;Durine tho summer peak, . thero arc 
seven steno' wGr~s frdm.GrJSDont to Coathland and 
return t ogether with four rQturn· diosol 'trips 'over the 
s outhern section of tho line. Many diosol trips froo 
Pickering t erminate ' at Goathland connceting in with 
steam workings to Grcsrnont, s ' far moro satisfactory 
arrangement in .many respects than tho existing position. 
However, pr ob'nbly the most exciting adl'once from. the 
NELPG o~ber~s point of view is the ~r<Yision of a '· · •.•. 
sunmer Saturdays only aftern)on r8turn stenm trip to 
Levishen . This is great news; for tho first time , .the : j 

public will have the opportunity. of trE.velling over '­
t he section ' betwoen Levisham and' TI.lerl eck ,bebind stoam ." 
power, on what is presumably t he longest, standard gauge, 
steam trip presently timetabled in Great Britain. 

~!. ' ( -- . 
The public enquil'y· into tho futuro' of 1 i 'ckering Station 
held early this year has at last made. its findings kn~Wh 
and a decision has been made in'favo~ of the railway ' 
trust. It will be same time Jofora th~ legal formalities 
arc sorted out and a light r -ailway ordi t' will be 
required f or the short soction from Hil 'h 11ill. Until 
this i s secured; , trains will continuo ' to ttse . the present 
temporary platform. Much planning worl is going on to 
finalise ideas f or the ' wnolo area ,but for 1915, apa~ 
from some min'or works and Bomo paint, there will be 'no 
work dono on the station 'itsolf. Uork' Tdll b e concen­
trated on tbe running line and on tho provision of 
sidings t o ease stock storage p1'("' )lems. 

The NYMR maaa a profit on tho oporatiOll of the railway 
during the 1914 saason, · wi th "a c'C:in sidorablo increase in 
passengor receipts, due oniy i~ Plrt to a small increaso 
in faros. The ovordraft at tho bank. has boon significantly 
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r~duced, but ex.~nditure will exceed incomo during the 
closed season, so thero will have to be strict control 
over 011 spending so that next season can be sta~ted 
without serious problems of finance. 

Major Olver, of the Railway Inspectorate, visited the 
line in hugust and wes shown progress at Levish~. The 
amount ef work which has beon carriod out thore in tho 
past year is injeed outstanding. The signal box has been 
l ar gely rebuilt and as at GonthlRnd is boinG refitted 
internally. Recent work has centered nround the erection 
of newly restored ex-N.E.il. signals. Some of t hese havo 
brand new l ower quadrant arms, nade from ced~r wood by 
membors of the railwnyf s- S. and T. Department. In 
Qc:fh tion t o the recornrnisionod signal box at Levishnn, 
a ground framc hns beon installed to control the goods 
yord sidings. 

The roilway's c0 1lection of goods rolling stock 
received n boost in recent weaks when no loss than ten 
open goods wagons were delivered from I.C.I. The wagons 
are all similar and are of the five-plank type. hftor 
a degree of resuscitation they should prove nost useful, 

"if only for carrying the y~ matorials needed " to build a 
siding f or their storagcJ ilnother recent arrivnl is a 
25 ton (?) 'lowmac ' cachine wagon . This vehicle h~s been 
bought from British nail in whose service it finished 
work at Tonbridge ~s an Encineer's wagon . It is reputed 
to be of LSYJil origin, although the axle box covers aro 
from the SF&Cit, the dato of construction beinc in the 
early twenties. Thero has been a neod for this type of 
vehicle on the line for somo time Rnd no doubt a use 
could be found for morc of them. ":-li thin C\ few hours ef 
its arrival, the lowmac was at Lovishao loaded with 
signal posts. 

Recent develop""lOnts on tho motive power front have seon 
the delivery of G";lit 0-6-2T No . 6619 t'o Pickering in 
early October. It wns unloadod in recor d tine from the 
low loader at New Bridgo, blocking tho _r oad thoro for 
a matter of minutos. Liko 80135, thoro is a mountain of 
work to be nono on this machine bofore it steams again . 
80135 itself hns soon soce attention recently, as now 
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axlebox underkeops hnvo now ')oon Zittec t o the driving 
axles. Undorkeeps for tho ot :l0r l.:d os 1 nvo now been 
delivered and plans can now 130 r.lI .de t o move the engine 
t o Grosmont. 

Diesel shunter No. 2201 has alror.ly been moved t o 
Grosoont whore work is starting t o restcro it t o 
running order. Seme of the w)rk may be carried out by 
,contractors, in order to haston t he work. 

-00000-

SJiLES REPORT 

PL"TER PJTTS 

J ohn Hunt's splendid slide show at the October NELFG 
mooting gave a fine illustration of the steno scene in 
South i.oerica and a superb pictorial record for tl\ose of 
us unabl e t o onjoy a sinilar trip is available through 
t wo excellent books from the Bradford Barten rnnge. 
The se aro 'South ~~UleriC [1n Steam' Jy rl .H.J. Finch and 
'Stoan in the j,ndes' by Brian Faw:}ott, both priced at 
£3.50 and available, post free, from NZLFG Sales. For 
oer o details of Bradford Barton's range see the Sal es 
List enclosed with this Newsletter. Thore is something 
of inter est f or everyone, and the books nro real value 
f or noney, as anr .n e who already owns a .copy will 
surely t estify. 

Ther e ha s beon n good r esponse to tho new r ange or 
black and white phot os introduced in the last Sales 
Li st anu Trevor Ermel and J ohn Hunt have been spending 
l ong hours in the dC'lrk r oom t o moot the demand. -:\1hilst ..... 
they must be gratifion t o know that t heir prints are 
se pc rul ar, there is a l et of hard work involved and a 
sincere vot e of thanks is very ouch in order. 

Several member s brought along tc the last meeting back 
numb ers cf r ailway oagazinos ane othel books they had 
finished with. oThere is ~lw~y8 E good demand f or second­
hand bar gains such as t hese and ·any mere similar 
donations would be most welcome. ~lso very useful is 
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unwanted 00 gauge model railway equipment, -agein any 
sur~lus items would b~ gratefully received. Please drop 
me a line if you have anything you t hink would be useful 
or bring it along t o the next meeting. 

h new enlarged sales list is enclosed With this Newsletter 
and whilst response to the l ast edition was extremely 
good, I'm hopinr! t o go 'one better this time as our· · 
collection of stock has grown steadily over recent weeks. 

--00000-

Enclosed with this Newsletter is en appeal for funds t o 
complete restorntion work on the Q6. MeBbors are asked 
t o do all they can to support this appeal, a good response 
t o which will hasten the return to traffic of this 
magnificent locomotive. 

--00000.--

FUTURE MEETINGS 

Friday 8th November 1974 at the Royal County Hotol, Durham 
at 20.00 for 20.30. 
NELPG Annual Dinner 

Friday 15th Novomber 1974, room 36 Central Station, 
Newcastle upon Type at 1930. 
'Smoke Ste~ and Photography' - a show by t hat well known 
riailway Photographer and Signalling Engineer, J.M. Boyes. 
Mr Boyes's photographs have delighted onthusiasts f or 
many years now, so this promises to be an excellent show •. 

Friday 13th December 1974, Bridge HoteL Newcastle at 19 • .30 
NELPG Grand Christmas Fayre Lll the usual attr.actions of ' 
the Group Christmas meeting with added foodl ~ nominal 
ad .mission · fee will be charged t o cover t~'20 cost of the 
buffet and a 'free' raffle ticket. There ~ght even be a 
slide auctionl 
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