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The NOrib Eaat8l1'D Looc.oUve P.reHl'Y!lotion Group ax1sts to f'oster 1D1;arest; in, 
and to pres8rY,e it .. of, stela railw.,y lOOCliloUvea, rolling stook aDd otbQr 
i t._ of' ra1lwa,y interest in the 1II0rib Jreat ,of' Ibglaod. 

omcms 
Cha.izmaDI r.L. Storey, The Red HoI188, Hep800U, Ilorpeth, B,oribiaberlaDd. 

Tell IIorpeth 3961 

Secretaryl D. Hanson, 10 Crosagate, Durham City, Co. ~. Tela ~ 66573 

Treaau-erl P.J. iobin80n,53 Weat Delle ndve, North ' Shields, Tyne and 'Wear. 
Tela B. Shields 70980 

N. Bill, ,3 Thurlow Wa,y, Sedgefield,Co. Durbaa. Tela Sedgefield 2072B. 

;;i. S. Bum s (Taobnioal Seoreary) 36 The Sla,yde, Yum, ClwelaDd. 
' Tela lilagleaolUf'e' 780794. 

J.~P. Hunt (Sale_ Officer) 21 Pro!'lt St. DaiIl7 Hill s.or1aton Co. ~. 
. ,Tela Saoriaton 710222. 

D. Pennook, 14 Halnsterly Cre80ent, Newton Ball, Co. ~ 

S. Ritter (Vio .. Chainaan) 29 The Riding, Newoaatle IlpOll Tyne 3. 

, Tell Bewoaatle B5B327. 

P. Robinson, (Uembership Seoreary) 53 Weat)ene ».rive, Borih Shields, Tyne& :;{ear. 
Tell B. Shields 70980. 

P.~ ~ith, 133 Station Rd, BillingbalD, ClevelaDd. 

J. Whitbread, 93 KestevSD ad, aartlepool ClevelaDd. Tela Hartlepool B7052O. 

R. G. lJelton, (Newsletter Editor), 41 Growenor Place, Je~d, liTewoaatle upon Tyne. 
Tela Bewoaatle Bl2233. 

H~ LOCOIWTIVliS 

"1;.;:R Class P3 0-,6-0 Ho. 2392 (BR Class J27 lio.65S94) built 1923 bought 1967. 

*H.:1i Class T2 0-8-0 No. 223B (BR Cl,aas ~ Bo. 63395) built 191B bou6bf; 196B. 

*lill!ll Class K1 2-6-0 No. 2005 (BR llo. 62005) built 1948 doDatec1 1972. 
A;;iSOCIATED liNGIN~ 

"'lICll (ex: LBJR) 0-6-2'1 Bo. 29 ,(K 4263/04) -owned 'by the z-bton 29 Syndicate. 

It.ICB (ex: LHJR) 0-6-2'1 No. 5 (RS 3317/07) -OllDed by Ur &lira R. JODea. 

.. :wsa Class 5 4-6-0 No. 4767 'GeorgeStephensOO' (111 44767) -Glmed by 1.1.. Storey. 

"lIER Class T3 0-8-0 No. 901 (BR Class .• 7 ~~ o. 63460) -oWDed by the Batiooal Railwa,y , ...... 
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.lear ;';';':uber, 

'..?llis edition of "li.c:Li'G ,'.;;-.7S"is rat iler late in reaching it's readership • 
. /e hope that you will forgive the dela,y, which has arisen from the cODlDittee's 
jesire that the book in;; foms for our railtour should go firstly to our 
i.:embership, hence ci-ving them the first ohance to book seats, and thus, hopefully 
cnsurine that no l!.i:.:Lffi member is disappointed. It is Ote hope that as many of you 
:is possi ble will come along, enjoy the ride, and make the da;y into a great success. 

Our' annual railtour is an important source of income to the Group, and one 
wll ich we can ill afford to lose. Equally important is oUr source of income from 
t ,le Illile86e pa,yments made to us by the NYo.lR in return for the use of our enGines • 
.J oth may be threatened in the not too far distant future , at least for a time, 
1'ol1owin;; the recent boiler accident at the Didcot depot of the Great "estern 
;"ociety. It cust be stressed that the looomotive involved was in no "83 unfit 
~'or service in the Insuranoe company involed'. opinion, and indeed it had recently 
~as~ed successfully a boiler examination. The moral here is that one can never 
;).i'ford to be complacent in matters of loco maintenance. It is quite likely that as 
>\result of this accident there will be a definite lifespan allocated to superheater 
i'lue tubes, and althou;;h no definite figures llave i:>een ~iven it se ~;:)s that ~ 
period of around ten years will be chosen. n..;I.R; will .escape fairly H(l'htly a t the 
.. . ouent if this rulinC is applied since only the 1:1 will require ur::;ent attention, 
t :le T2 ilavinc had new flue tubes fitted ill 1975, Md thE! P3 bein::; unsuperhea ted. 
,;'lat t,lis will mean in practice, however, is t :lat our locomotives will have to run 
"Iuch ili.:;her ,annual mileages in the future if ue are to cover the verJ hiGh cost of 
these tubes over t ,1e life to be allocatee!. to the t.ubes. TIlis more than anything 
,'ill test our ability to run and maintain our locomotives in the lone tEll.'lll. Let us 
ilOpe that our membership can rise to the challen.:;e. 

'fhanks to ';~oorsline' Illld' ilii:lJC iil!!i/s', there has been an increa se in the number 
of active members in workinG parties held at :}rosmont every SundS¥. The VlOrk has 
i'requently been found hard by newcomers, (and l.·uuour ha,i it that tlli!Y \'Iere :;lad to 
i:tf! oack a t work on SundS¥ for the rest:) but the fruits of this hare. I:ork are now 
:)ai\1;; realised. 'l'lle work has varied from numerous tasks on the stea~ locomotives, 
!:eepill"; thtlll in traffic, to assistance with storace shed cOllst ,ructivn , \'I,dC:l is 
now gathering llUlDentum. No special skills are required, just a pair of overalls and 
plenty of enthusia!lll! At least ten volunteers are ' needed each Sunday, so if you 
',: ~ .. .nt to join the tealll please come direct to Groslfiont. and ask for LJuu-ice Burns, or 
John :1hitbread, or e ive one of the following numbers a ring if you would like a 
lift, stlarinc petrol costSI 

;,'<Ol.i: ::ewcastle/Sunderland CONTACT: Ian Storey Pi" ml~1 ~;oqleth 3,)01 

Durh8ll. Derek r..anson l).trh;w .),,573 

iIartlepool/BHlingham 

Teeside 

Loftus/Saltblirn 

Scarborough 

York 

John ~lhitlJread 

l .. aurice Dums 

John Pearson 

~eter Wrieelesworth 

John New 

, [~lepool J 70520 

Eaclescliffe 780714 

Loftus 40920 

Scar. 592300 

~sinc~old J 10623 

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN'NELPG NEWS' ARE NOT NECESSARILY THOSE 
OF THE GROUP AS A WHOLE. ALL RIGHTS ARE RESERVED. 

- 2 -



SHED REPORT 

Over ~he past aU aoothe a traacdOll. ·..-st of V'Olun~ar.r .. Ol.'k bas gone 
1I1~0 thi. ebecl projeo~ at GrolllOllt, but up to no .. vcr little visible 
progr ... has been lPP&rct to the oasual vi.aor, above ground leY'el. That 
is nO'lJ go1Dg to obeg .. uter ...... spect lweling ~he site, and digging 
fOWldation bole., ~he 1&81; or the main foundations .. ere oari on lia,y 6~h. ~low 
attectioo is bei.og1'oollaaed on the aa_bly of ~he root trusses, windows and 
roller cloor, and due to a great deal of prepara~o:ry WOJ:k oaJ:l"ied out 111 
prft'iou. ..... ~hia has bec speedily oa.pleted. • repainting of all the 
steelwOl.'k was plallDed for the cd of Ma,y with ateelwork erection to follo" 
in JUD" (S'l'OP PUBS. '!'he first roof tJ:us.es .ere in fact erected on June 11th) 

This nonge abed ~o hold five tlDder 10oClllOtives and uo tank 1Dg1l1es 
is being ct1rely built by vollmteer~ a ohalllDging taKe M8D,y banda make 
light .. GrIt 1.s definitely the oaee, and if the 1JOxIc prograIEe is to be 
maintained, large 1IOZId.ng parti .. are uactial. Help with pa1nt1Dg or 
erection of this .shed (beoaning knom as the ~ld's largest l4eooano outfit) 
1JOuld be IIOat .. elocae. 

Xl 10. 2005 2-6-Q 

jll tt. npaira neoeaa:.c"J' during the winter -.intlO8lioe period .. ere 
oc.pleted dur1Dg jprU. The angine was used for the HDIR's 5th Mmiveraary 
Special on jpril 2)1:d IDd ftarnd 011 BBC !V' II "Look Horlh" ~ • 
.A.ttection is to be f:YC to a 1eK on the dCIIMI joint ( .. hich .. ill iIlvolve the 
recnal of 22 studa _d the erfic07 or the engines brake gear is to be 
8lt8IIIined. '!'he angine ua,ita its tum 011 the repair abed pit ••••••• after the 
railbu8! 

T2 Ho. 2218 H-Q 

.A. rautalled oroaahead allPPE, big IDCl bJ:uaea, and n .. little IDd 
brasees .ere fitted during .tprU. '!'be eacine as available fOJ: it. a4vertiaed 
working on the 8IltluGaat clq in jpril but .. DOt 1&8ed, being u.sed instead 
00 Wq 1 n. On this oooaia1oa the n .. beariaga rIP 0001, but a aerioaa 
fractQ.r8 on the .at .. brake oylinder (8itu.a~ UDder to. cab) baa been found 
which requ.1.ru iJludiate att.tiOD. Thia O¥llGMr .baa b_ ~ed to 8Il&ble 
a full repair to be QlFried 01110, _ at tile :U .. of wr1t1Dg 1a ~ to be 
retumed r.ro. 101M repairer. 

P3 No. 2}92 0-6-0 

,,7 10. 6l46O D-8:O 

Thia latest additioo to 101M at... IIOtive power pot8lltial &1:rived 1'l:Ia t1i8 
llBU 011 jpril 7th, UDder tIM ___ or Ul.PG. (oSee .aepazate article) Clarraltly 
stored at GoathlaDd, tIM cg:I.De baa beeD tboroqsbl.r ~ oertain u..& .. 
repainted, _d the ecg1ne ... ol_ed for IbthaU.aat'a Da,y. Ie ozdc to o~ 
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with the il;lj, • • 1I.,'Teer.lent, and to avoid' any deterioration, 63460 has now been 
completely sheeted over' unt il t he storage she4 is complete. 

!lew pipework for the ex!la1lst steam inject;;r ';: '1 9 recently tested in 
traffic ClOd works very efficiently. " he 'off beat I .,r 4767 when the engine is 
llotched up (star of many recordilll; tapes! ) has n017 be(;;:l ollred following a 
visit to GroSlllont of Bill Iiarvey (of "Green ;U-row" f(li,lel ",110 has r&-set the 
piston valves with excellent results. On two occaisi ons now 4767 has worked 
seven coach specials and has now covered 400 miles i.n trafL.e t ' ,i;; year. 

1~1 'il&':K 

llany members may have noticed t .18.t tbe paintl10rk Cln ~ :,e ;(1, in particulox 
tbe boiler top, is becoming very poor, due to standin,; O'l t ' ·l.Je exposed to 
frost, rain, and beat. (Oh for our Sh3d!) AlthOUGh \ge c,,,,not :lfford allY large' 
amount of time to do a oomplete repaint (due to the ntl<.ld to ll tilize this 
partioular slllllller for shed oon struot ion) , with a pendinG r :.J Itou:: usinz 2005 
l ater in the yea:r:, we have agreed to hold a 'K1 Week' at Gros;.:,oDt .frOOl .Ju.ly 
15th to 23rd. Apologies are due for the snort notioe, but ... e hav!; O! ily j \lst 
reoeived notice of a reoOllDDended paint supplier which he_ been ~i.ndly 

su.pplied by Jobn B ellwood of the N.R.M. The oorreot shade of 'ap!>Je Green' 
paint is very diffioult to catoh, henoe the need for oorrect speclf lcation . 

Len Cl arke, our cheerful c:=c;elland painter ;Iill 0e or";:llIi:wr '< r the 
,:ed: dnd would be grateful for as r.lllch ,-, ssi~ti.lllCU us <,o:3si '.:>le • .10; " t·(, j, .1 

ut'.Jertakell \'Iill inolude, hopefully, repainting the boiler (after [i / I, ·' '; ,nd 
L1nc!ercoat ) smokebox, end, if tiJne peI.'lllits, rev,.,]"l'lih.ine of other l'iiJ ' l;;, 

" strict tline lUli t of this one week: is necessary on this job J'.l ~ ' ,.) the 
:'l oed for volunteers on shed oonstl.'Uction, but we hope, by h!'.Vill£ a de_ermined 
effort, t iw.t 200~ ';:il) have that ertra. 'sparkle' when she Vlorkc the railtour 
lE\ter in the !fear. Please lO:lt :.iallrice Burns kno" if ~'OU oan attend for the 
vleeic, or a few da.Ys, as aooolJlJlodation is a problem. 

REPLICA \l)RKS PLA'l~ FOR SW; 

The Group is now able to offer replioa works plates in brsss, supplied ~ 
.• ..5 CAST froUl the foundry, i.e. they will need polishing etc, for the Group's 
enl.;i.nes as follows. 

1. I,arci'> oabside plates L1eaSi:.rin€ 24" x 15" ~.c cC':cried by P3 2392 an" 
~2 2230. 'file lllates read ''llorth J:Qs·tern ibi.ll'la.;.' ,.L»(;o. , d"' ~ er il~ c<:~. tre;. Ill l 

:.J~li~ ~ .. ~on rio:!.'l.::s 1 ~xx". i:'rice will j oe ~ 15-2() ('ach. 

2.. cit"loi:: t::box \Jo::'l~spla:;c ~L 3 c3.rried OJ" OL\r J~1 .!L> ~'~I • • · : !~DC: ,)l:..L te ~, L:easuring 
'J3" x 51" ::,;:0 (;f t ele distinC\lis.led I,Jori:} :Jri tisL: Locl),no·. ive C";,I!)d1:i Ltd., Hnd 
.U'Cl ciiamond-shaped. :'hey \7ill cost apP:t'Oxi;nately £9 each. 

Ordera, which must be accompanied by a deposit of £15 f or :.1233 and 23j2 
plates, . and £8 for 2005 plates, carl b. sent to :..alU'ioe Burns~ loast date f or 
orders is Au0ust 31st 1978. 

- 4 -



11,,, AIIJlNe apt!, MB'DG, MAX 1m. 197§ 

, i. i. OIlftollu:7, the _ ... hel4 in Boca 36 ot the Cctr&1 81;atioD, 
....... U. IQOIl !Jne, m4' ._bi. ~ thee ... a al1&tlt drop 10 attcdCIoe, 42 
.--. be1Dc p:NMDt • 

.. e Dotabl. &b.ct .... oar 0iIa1maD, laD store,y, who .u lIIl&Toidably 
4eWDed at __ • 1ID4 othe ~og1e. ouae ' fl:ca Cbr1. LaWIlC)Q" Peter Proud, 
Joia ll1oh&zUcm, Ie ... dca, IIDd Pete 1fr18glenortb, all ot wham live' 
relaU~ 41ft11ilt fl:ca fJDNiu. • 

The toDl&l pari ot the prooMdirlg. were dealt with upedi tioualy by 
John lIwlt, 1Ibo took the obair, and .. lIOn report. had appear" ill the ~ 
N."alette" ,the.e were reoeived with ooaaent, tboagh one or two piece. ot 
more ." to,. date iIltGmatiOD were givc by the oUioer. ooooemed, 

!tat ~ reported a heal tb¥ finlliloial poa! tioo and our thr .. 
acoou"Dta are well 10 the 'black'. 

Ord1oary Jooount. total t2,'l4)~2) 

Bale. Acoount. total £),2)0,86 

1000 Maintenanoe. total £1,408.81 

In ad41tioo we have £),450 worth ot tllbes and rocker bars ill stook. 

CllX'r8nt m_ber.hip 18 about 210, whioh is rather down on 1977, bllt 
attempt. are now being made to retain the mlliberah1p ot over 60 pre80lls who 
have tailed to renew in 1918. 

The ooly motioo diBOllssed was one presented by the COIIIIlittee relating to 
acoeptanoe ot the N.R.M. Q.1 1000 on the t8DIS set out 1n the .tprl1 N."aletter. 
This was agreed unanhlollaly. 

As has beeo the 'practioe ill react years, the elaotions were not marked by 
any 41ssention or oontction. In tact, all officer. an4 Caamitt .. were 
r .. elaoted except for John ~obardaon, who W&8 rel1nqll1ab1ng the Treuu.rersh1p 
after ten years, and Peter Proud and £Ddy 5001010, wb.o are now living 10 rllllOte 
parts 'ot the oountry and iaolated !'rom the hu.b of activities in the North 'Fast. 
All were thanked by .tJ:an Bcn!man on behalf of mllibars for their aerrioe. to the 
GrollP 10 the past- and of OOllrse, all wl1 be oootinuirlg to help us &8 they are 
best able 10 the futllre. 

Peter Robinson bas now acoepted the oomb1oed Job ot heaaurer and Memberah1p 
Seoretary, Roger Meltoil is Magaz10e Editor, and two newoOlllers to the. eo-ittae 
are Paul &lith and Dave Pennook. 

In the 'Any Other BIls1oess' aeotion the Secretary provided infomation on 
the proposed use of money derived trom the W.B. Greenfield Legacy. This 18 to be 
used to pllrohase an NER station aea.* for positionirlg near the new storage shed, 
for &model of the Xl to oomplete Ollr set of loco models, and for a box van body 
to bouse stores. Appropriate oommaaorative plates are to be attached to these 
i 10 EllIS. 

Ollr Ball tour, ill oonJunotion with the A4 Locomotive ' Society, 00 22nd Ootober 
1978 was d1BOll8sed and £Ddy Scott provid841 basio 1of01'lll&tion (see separate item) 
There were alao questions about any possible partioipation 10 the Liverpool and 
'.!&[lchester 150th Anniversary oelebrations in1980, but no official cOIIIIunioations . . 
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had oome to t ile Group and it was said that tile oooaia1on IIIa.Y be onl,y a II1cUaDd/ 
L.K.a. affair. 

At the ~d of the AGM John Hunt 18l1Dched the ~7 appeal and started the ball 
rolling by ptl.ssing a donation to the Trea.mrer, followed by other offioers and 
oommittee wSI!bers. It waa later annollDoed . that aver £50 had been received (so 
we have only 12950 to go!). The uaw raff18 was held and l4aurioe :Buma ahowed f 
.films of 191'f highlights, inoluding the Q6 on an eight ooach special on the 
I.Y.M.Ro, together with shots of the 1977 Op8ll dq. So all ended happily, but 
perhaps the main point to oome out, and one stressed by John Hunt, was the vital 
need' to oomplete the oonstruotion of the storage shed this swnmer. So the oall 
is 'everyone turn up on Sundays to get this job finished I. 

':mil unnyJ.t!!!Ji1t' 

Brief m«ltion of NELI'G's steam railtour for 197il was made in the .>.pril and 
February Newsletters, arrangElll8llts have now been resolved and it is possible to 
give full details of what is possibly the moat mUing railtour we have run. 

This year's tour, 'The liIoorlander', is being run jointly with the A4 
LooOlllotive Preservation Society, and will talce pl.aqe on StlDcia,y 221ld Ootober. 
The propoeal is to J.'UI1 a oircular tour from IUddlesborough and I ewoastle_ to 
Carlisle and th8ll sou.thwards via the Settle and Carlisle rou.te to Leeds and 
back via Northallerton to 1U.ddlesborough and JlTewoastle again. Two steam engines 
will be u.sed for different parts of the tour, Class A4 No.449B, 'Sir Nigel 
Gresley' and our own Class K1 No. 2005. 

This year, as many members will alre~ know, BR have experimentally 
oponed the Settle and Carlisle line for u.se by steam hauled specials, and 'The 
J-.:oorlander' will be the last of this year's tours over the liD8. It will also be 
the only steam hauled tour of 1975 from the North East. To malee the tour equ.all..lc 
attractive to passengers from Teeside, Tynes1de, and points in between, 2005 lIil 
will work the train from Ll1ddlesborou.gh to Helloastle ~ at the beginning and 
the end of the journey. Thus passengers joining and leaving at ;,iiddlesborough 
will traval .behind 2005 in the morniag to Uewoastle whilst those ooarding at 
ij e170astle as the K1 hands over to diesel power ia t he mornin:; "ill .:;et the 
o,l;ll1oe 01' stelllll haulu.;e u.p the DW:ham ooast in th,~ evening. Your seat will be 
~' :~ :lO::VfJJ at the BaIlIe prioe no Clatter at whioh statioh you board or alight, so 
if you [,xe a KI fan it will be possible fOl' you to boartl at idddlesborough in 
the momillC 3Ild leave at Newoastle in tile evening , and ilenoe experience a second 
steaDl k l.Uled trip l!P the ooast. The tr.u.n wil l ala,,- sto., to pick-up sud set dom 
at ;".; ... ol;:tor. , Hartlerool, end Sun<lerlc.l\d .. 

'1:11. Ilieh point of :.j, . :.llUor, bowever, Ylill be t ue steam hauled joun;ey uenilld 
'..,ir ::i ;el Gr oeley' via t.le J.:idland Rail"a,y's spl.mdidly soenic .l:vuta L",!Il 
Carlisle, ·J -·re.l' A:"J Gill t;) Settle alld Leeds •• ~t'::;'l- over this rOCite behind steam 
:J .. l::t be oue 0:0: the ultiQate experienoes for the British railwa,y enthusiast. The 
si .;l lt and l;ound of the ea.;ine u.~ the &radients :J.l.'e su.rl!\OI.ar~e·:i , ·t :,il i.-, cl:ediolo 
:~~r~. ~ int;eri~ l; liiup1uv 0U. in i ::'U!lense vi~llu(:ts a.ld tl": lnel~, ;J.,:ld tto f~.; '. lloLls scencri 
'..l :: t ; .~ :":'.[1 ':' ,,, • .:: .;..:::: fl.' ,)! .l valli..::; t o valley as it crosses the Panines, make this 
tr tl' I;. ~JU s t for t-'Vl!:t'y-one. 

Fl lJl det~~ils ot tile arrf!ll :!.ElT.lel'lts are eiv8Il ;)n the bookinG fON enclosed rlith 
this Newsletter. Aseoond booking form is enolosed 'for you to pass on to .a frien 
f riend. If you oan u.se more bOJking forms or oan displa¥ a poster, please . 
oontact Roger :.lelton, 1'11'10 will .:;ladly make publicity material available. AS 
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.. .. . 

ulQ&l,. we 08D only atford 80 lIIIICh publicity, and rely CD the help of members'" 
to . . apreed the word .. mllOh lUI pou1ble. 

!he futllH of railtour. !rca the Borih iaat iDvolTiQg the Group'. eDgines 
18, aa Ilsual, & little buy, and pzojeots for forthocaiag years dep8l1d CD 

fUture BIl polloy, aDd, toaa great mct on the oontinlled 8I100ess of the tour 
tour. we operate now. This year, .. wer, the proposed railtour repres8l1ts 
vflr1 good value far aoney, 111 th two 8Ilgines and an coi tiQg route, far l-ess 
than' £10, 80 book now, III1d, better still, per8ll&de yoin" £ri8l1ds to oome too! 

'1M!! 2X31 • 7th APril 1978 J. L. nE'.i 

lionda,y April 3rd saw four _bers again heading for- the York J4Qseum to 
wone on an engine in the LetlllllO BDad annue.' The purpose of this trip, however, 
was not to wone on the P3, but IUI ' & prelillinary to AOqlliring the 1II.a.M. 's Q,1 
on lOaD far restoration by ourselves. The ~ne o~ the ni6ht w .. conoerned, with 
cheoking and filling the Illbrioators, apd 8IlaUrin8 that all the other fittings 
were secure barore the journey north as part of train 9X31 on Friday April 7th. 
That this task was necessary was proven by, ' the fact that the oil boxes were 
contaminated ,by water, and one oil feed pipe ,was ven'. loose. 

Frida,y soon caae,and a dull frosty IIIgmi!1i it was a; ~ reported to · the • 
ann~ to begin a da,y with the 'Q7. She had been, moved into the locomotive , 
yard near to the mllseum, and stood in the 00!IIP8IlY of two b~e vans and D.5500, 
the 1II.R.ll.' s preserved olass 31 diesel, which was alao on it' 8 w8¥ north ,tp c 
the NnIR, and was due to haul the train. Having Obeked the Q7 again and 

wazmed up the olass 31 we ,wero8 read,y tQ depart ProGlptly at the llooked time of 
03-40. Although I had int8l1ded to ride on 63460 :the. lIamth Qf tbe brake-van 
prevailed. As we rolled ,up. the main li11e to Tollmon (our first scheduled , 
stop) photogra;pbers .were muob in ."id8l10e, one getting . t.he oontraa1;, on cine, 
behe8l1 a p~ping st .... 1000, 0Q.8 of .1Ift.'. first diesel lOOOllOtiv4!., /ilPd. 
an HST (one of four s~ ,before Tollerton) on,.,test as we passed Yone' Yard 
north si8nal box. " . ~ .. 

Tollerton was re .. hed on time,- and a qlliGic check ·of the axleboxes revealed 
no signs of any averheatirig, 80 we set off once IIIOre for Tees-Yard, where the _ 
orews were to be ohaDged and the. looomotives inepected. On slowing far the 
approach to Tees-Yard, atter an an."ctflll rwl, sqlleak. oould be Beard from 
63400, and on Uaa1nation in the yard it .waa tOUlld that .tbe two L/lI leacl1ng 
&Xleboxes were runn~ W&'aIe u a preO&Ilt1on the tr~s in au the oil boxes 
were ohecked, and the boxes topped IlP betare the nut leg of the j~ey. , .' 
Whilst in wtlat was in fact Thornaby sbe4 the pair were the o8l1tre of 
attraction and HYeral f8llliliar rac .. were ' to be seen, inoluding ttlat of our 
new driver, an NnlR driver himself, and more photograpllers. 

,As we departed from Thomaby the ~7 was hauled -ttlrough the middle of tn. 
sbed, in keeping witll the- best NiU'G tradition, and .out tbr0u6b Ilidcu,e.borQU8ll 
to tile Eak Valley line. The day haviQg wl1'lIIed up allghtlll, . Irrode ori tile engine 
from Ttlornaby, and was IItlrprised to find ttlat it ~e better than the brake-vlll. 
ile were stopped' in the suburbs of Middlelborougll, haviQg lost .. our allotted p,ath 
on the single liDe because of a ten minute delay leaving Thornaby, whio illu 
illustrates the precise soheduJ.e dcillanded of ««I a 25 :lIIpb trei6ht train. on. 
r'lstartine we roared IlP the bank through Omsby and BUDtllorpe and real1eed what 
the full value of the 'Jlass 31 will be to the lr.(lotit. Oo ·'arrival at Battersby 
D5500 ran round and we oat ted the arrival of two :WUs, wl11on, on arrival, gave 

~ 7 -



t he rare sicllt of three trains in Battersby station. A check here of the axle 
boxes revealed that they had cooled considerably, due to the fresh supply of 
oil. . 

Glaisdale was the last stop before Grosmont and we had here a half hour 
wait to cross the DMU, which the 31's crew were booked to catch back to 
~hornaby! The short run from here to Grosmont p~sed all too quickly, and 
tile .. 7 had arrived at last on the l lY .. ::i1 -albeit two hours late on the day­
after ten years of negoth.ting. 

Once on the tM.!R, D5500's first duty waS to shunt the stock and then take 
the ... 7 up to Goathland for storage until its new home, the storage she., is 
completed and restoration woxk oan beein. As I was waiting to catoh the train 
home , a quick glance back through the tunnel to the loco lihed revealed 4767 
ileadinc south again and wearillG "smoke deflectors" as a result of appearing 
in a ciGarette commeroial. Then it was back up the Esk Valley to Middlesborough 
anu onto Darlinff1;on by IlJUs, and thence behind a Daltio to Yoxk to OQNI1.Se 
' ! ~e!.:orable day. 

STEAM VERSUS DIESEL ON THE NYMR: THE GREAT DEBATE 

The J:4itorial published in the last e<iitiou <, 1' .. .:.~; il.:.i9S has eic i ted a 
l,"Teat deal of couunent from members. This month we print two articles r '.'.celved 
frOl;) lIIemben on the subject, one for the policy !i.dopted, one against. 

TIL lUI L."y' S Vli:W 

,;'s recent maerial in our newsletter indicates, there are strong views neld about 
tile possible inoreased use of diesel power .on the rffi.iR !)Ild the oonsequences for 
:;....r.w . .-nd. _!'t~ .~te~, locomotive owner!!. ~.,' " ., ~l..I " . " 

t ",,"C' .; 

One point ou.:.;ht to be made clear at tne outsst. The tact that there are now 
two uain line diesel looomotives on the lr.aJR with a tbird possibly ooming soon 
does not necessarily indicate that there will be 1II0re diesel operated serV'1oes. 
',;lila feasibility Study made it clear that in order to ' ensure :r:esular operation of 
existing diesel serVioes, tnere ought to be reserve looos and/or diesel units 
available as st~d-bY's. >.t!; " 

. . •• · • .J .... IO:lj ltL ~" )='J • • ~s. 

: ul .. ~-,s,q~d ·!W~t .. ! .!l lthat diesel serviOell!)l~~ll ;~ :;.l~h~ .t~!1 .. '\oxki,n~ lives of 
s~~ ... l,OO.QlDo~i"V;~!J,~,d frol!l . a U~cpo~ !r·"v~ •• ~wh!lD l!,e)1;i.ve ~~ tlle -' , 
~espon8ibili ty of I!I&1ntenanoe IIIld .-servioing, Ilee or our ,locos .,!It weekends at' for 
peak and special servioes is enOl.l :11 to ~ope .. it~ «. c~!Pnly c0\4.d not cope 
with keeping .lQgines in servioe ~eek in and 3~k. o~t. 

It has al--: ~ ... De r_.-bered that tllu ;;y..:a does not: 0'; IIIli of the diesel 
looos on tne iine. Tile future of DjOJ2 ~ter . Se,Pt_ber 1978 i,s . UDOtlriain, and 

- - t'l\e~e is no oertainty t .hat '~!le claa's J1'''1Ji~'~ ·a '. pemaoent asset eitnl!Z'. If 
::>1046 oexaes, this .tIl'only. De tor a liJijHed'"~~&i of tillie, 8O .if one talces into 
cOllsideration tne difficulties of ., ma1oteoance"lfJ.so,- it is cl.ear that futuxe 
die~iaa!.ion .~f t.~ lfDIIl. i~ .. ~~ ~~J'y anY]',~ .• 

• , .; " 'irie"'wldenci1that 'b ' avillabieX 1Ad1oi&t.~ that visitor~ do c&ie .cor tb8 
' scen~~ :::£at ~t1lt 'the iil;1irilCition' o'fJstea. loCos is' aiilo I~ major 'factor. It is 
-1.ilterest1ng to obB~e ·ttie iu.rrennee be'tw. the oi{e througti st .. working to 
rfd ... "erin<;' andthe 'd1eilel turns in tema of'tne nlDb8i:· of pb~8enger8 '0arr1~. 
,i'llether 1II1d.-~eek t~ /~ .. worldngs in the peak season would attract an ' 
illcrease in visitors .rema1b. to be eeea; bat sears to deserve 1I0III0. researcb for 
next i .eax. Fi .... -ures do ~ toot nef.l1'l:/ :Ill pass.n ;ers boardin;; at Piolcering aoolc 

' .. :.~.' . ~ 
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through to GJ:O~nt to have a Ream ride for the ·final part of the .trip, whereas 
a bi8herproportion of paesengers booking at GroBlllDllt juat go as far ~ Goathland. 
(of course this oould indioate • Ileed to have st .... t the Dortham eod to induce 
paslMQg8rs !rca Piokering to have round trips.) 

In texms of oostillg, we know 0Ill,y that fuel costs are lowe8t tor ILlUs, rather 
higher for diell8l looos, and a good deal higher for at88ID looos, but we ao not yet 
have aD aoourate idea of the relative costs of mainteoanoe and for WBar 8Ild tear on 
the track. Iheo preseot fact-find1llg exercises are oaupleted, we may find rather 
le88 differenoe in operating coats betweBll the three .types thaD is cO!lllllOnly 
supposed. 

How long it will be possible to kesp the 1l!U sets operational is not known, but 
sOlDe NnIR opillion favours their replacemeut with diesel 1000 !lauled trains, but 
this would rllolUire two looos operatillg fl'l'ery day in the peak eeasoll, and if the lIm 
sets were sold, the riu.lwa,y would oertaillly Ileed a further set of BR mark 1 coaches 
which, at 1;he 1II000B1lt seem to be unobtaillable in good oonditioo. j,s far as steam is 
cOlloamed, NIMR policy is to keep a aaall fleet of servloe looos ~ntained to a 
good atandard rather thaD stockpile large looos which are expeoslve to run and 
mainta1D,·· and ·whloh teod to eod up "in store" . at · the eod of a headsbunt. This means 
that there -.y be less varlety of IIIOtlve power on the NnIR thaD on other preserved 
line .. a dislllceotive for the vla1tillg eothuslast- but on the other baIld, the NYJm 
may be 111 a rather better posltloo to PB3 for major repairs thall SOlll8 other lines 
-last year for uaaple, £4000 was allooated to the Deferred Ila1Ilteoance .Fund. l'be 
probls facing o'll1ers of locos under Hiatoric Agreemeots, however (and this 
applies to NELl'G) .will be in flll&noillg heavy repairs out of the lII1leage pa.yments. 

It is for this reaaon that the preseot policles of the NlKR may be justified. 
If looos Nos. 5, 29, 1247, 31 and possibly 20 and 47, and later 6619 are able to 
do the bread and butter work, thell 2005, 22)8, and 2392 (together wlth 4767 and 
6)460)oan be reatr10ted to lIOn l1lll1ted uses and toos, hopefully, the time wheo 
major repairs are due can be deferred. . 

It Bbould Ilot .. forgott8ll, either, that in 1976 whell the drought precluded 
at .. servioes through to Piolterillg, the NIMR wu IDt1rely depeodlDt 011 diesel 
power, and beoau. .. lts resources at tbat t1lle were 8O.l1lll1ted lt bad to hire lIIIJ 
sete andlooos fraa BB.- and it wu such heavy unbudgetted exp8llditure whioh 
cootributed s1eulfioantl,y to that years defloll. To have available Ialffioleot 
diesel power to cover all the Goathlalld-Plokerillg workillgs at the peak: aeasoo in 
case of a rBOurreIloe of suoh oondltioos ls surely eS88l1t1&1, partlcularly in view 
of the probl8111S assooiated with oil-f1rlllg st .. 1000" 

The JJDIR is more than an eotOOsiasts railwq ·lIIld could IlWon- exist in its 
presBllt form as such. It is now a major tourist attractioo and benefits eoormously 
from its assooiatioo with the Natiollal Park and other publio bodies such as the 
Tourist Boards, in terms of the numbers· of vieitora attracted to the lille (as well 
as from other direct~ linked ecOllom1c faotors llUoh as grao.t aid). u a oOllsequeooe 
it has to becOlDe "profesa1011al" in the beat seoae of that tam, bl whioh I mean 
having the resources to run, in an effioient wB3, the timetabled services. It eeems 
to the writer that sane provisioo of dlesel motive power is vltal if the thousands 
of vlsitors OOll'.in~ for & rlde oan expect OIle irrespectIve of weather, season or 
specifio oonditioos. Suoh 1lI0tive power should be secondary to stB8lll, oertainly, 
but lt should be there. 

For sOlDsone who is not s "professional" but an eothusisst like 1D,Yself, theo it 
seems to me that the atelllll 1· enjoy on the lroNR is, to BOIDe extent at least, 
subsldlsed and evoo based 011 the ll:.11 and diesel se1Vioes whloh have helped to keE!P 
the whole 18 mile line viable. In 1IELR; we have had the the . slogan "Sales Preserve 
Ste!llll". i;ould it be too much of a heres:r to !lave a second- "Diesels Prese1Ve St88ID"? 

-·9 -



THE STEAM ENTHUS IAST I S VI EW ( 

It is right and proper that the attention ot the Group's membership ahow.d have 
be«l clra1m to the 1o.oreasing dependeooe on the diesel-eng1o.e h8I.1led train 011 1!he 
llYiiR, as it was 10. tbe April 191B iswe of N~ News. 'l'his trend, should it be 
allowed to be further developed, will in my ·view oonsiderably lessen the 1o.terest 
of Ullllllbers aed potential mlllllbm in the taSks ot resto~tion and maintenanoe of 
the Group's 100CDotives, and any suoh trend ought to be resisted at a yery early 
stage. 

One sees the da,y approMhing wheo the looomotives aSllOC1ated witb ~(' (: group 
are st ... ed only OIl "High Da,ys and Hol1da,ys", a view whioh may s_, 00 the fane 
of it, alarmist but whioh is nevertheless the ultimate Situatioo should tile 
present treod oontinue unohalleoged. 

It is a sad fact of .the railwa,y preservation acene (and this applies 
particularly to the NnIR) that a high percentage of passeogers visit the line 
and travel on trains me rely as something to do and fill in their leisure time. 
So long as tlley see steam locos standing about in various stages of restoration 
tlleir passing interest is satisfied. To Bee a loco in steam is aD added bonus 
but by no means an essential part of their expectations, convereatiOOB with many 
of t .llEl passene;ers fran behind the bar or the oorridor trolley reinforoe this 
point. Indeed I recall one occasion when the organiser of a visiting party 
.,ointed out to me that tile NYL!R were wasting money in woning tllose "old engines 
wben diesels are so much olleaper to run"! It w~ a sobe .• i ,l,': thought! Up front the 
.P3 was doing great things approaching Beckhole bridge, : '1 t' " i:lier times I had · 
SP&. t much time stUdying the sections of the line IIhere ~· h '" :,oller and majesty of 
steam luoos in action, and OIle's deep affection for a pad i oular 1000 could best 
be dEl:lonstrated, hoping that this 1I0uld bring more passengers to the line. That 
organiser, a gentleman who la,ys on trips to railllB,Ys all aver the oountry, 
brouuht home to me the knollledge that my erstwhile and strongly held views onthis 
topic lIQuld have to be re-thbught. 

iImI, then; does one,or the Group for that matter, halt and/or reverse this 
trend alla,y from steam Md towards diesel hauled trains? The group is utterly 
depeodent upon the NYJ.IR for somewhere to exercise it's locos, and the closeness 
of tile ties between the two orGanisations are such that a break is virtually 
iJJ~,ossible. (Sinc~ the Group's locomotives are based on arguably the finest 
preserved line in the country in both economl.c and scenio t8l.'lDS I would not give 
~Iy support to such a proposal) 

·r he rlI1JR appears to have, on the surface at least, the upper hand in any 
ue"u t i a tions regardinG the use of the Group's locos on the line, and .this positioo 
(if it existsat all)can only be rectified if more of the senior members of the 
';r:~up actively seek and :lOld and use power in the counsels of the NY'..iR. A stronger 
voice ill t hose counnels mi f.;llt well put forwari the proposal of a minimum mileage 
ckuse in the loco hire acreeroent, or perhaps even for each loco in the Group's 
oRuership or c.:.re. A purely speculative proposal at this stace, I admit, but one 
"'hici! ow: 1918 committee miGht find worthy of· fw:ther consideration. 

~'inally the editorial comment drew attention to the need for sustaining the 
interest of the voluoteer worker·, and the impendin/) arrival of the ",1 highliGhts 
this need. During the 1973/4 close season I recall being involved in organising a 
steaiil-up for No.5 and the cast of the then DarlinGton Theatre pantomime cast. ~he 
day \1&S, in some w~s, pantomimic itself, but it served to remind me that getting 
one of the Group's locos in steam at a time when volUilteer intereldl was flag.;in.; 
'.1:!s a certain WSJ of revivin,<; the missing worker's involvement and interest. Ow: 
locos must be in use re;;ularlyto encourage people to work on them,· and policies or 
pu~licit:i put i'ornar.1 by t ile l-jYi,..l{ propoundinG decrea sed usage of steam must be 

:; ~l."On..;ly :t:esisted immediately. 
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