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Dea.T "ber, 

.e are &t III8ke or break point OIl the storage abed tbia IIIOIltb, ., -
we are asking as IIIIIIlY people as po~s1ble to oome along and help. lba.t _ 
would like is for you to oome and put in one da,y per IIIODth. Progress baa 
been good so far, but if the Bhei is to be 1a;rgely OQIIlplete for the oc.fJIg­
winter we need to at leas1r- maintaill the ourreot rate of work, if not ~e 
it, during the bWIY lUDar period. 

. .e baYe alr~ received a numbar of booldngs for the "Iloorlander 
Diner", but we do urge 8IlYone who intends to come, but who has not yet 

_ retumed the booking fom., to do .so as soon as possible as we baYe to giVil 

sufficient notice to the NDIB. oateripg staff. It will cause problems if we 
have aIlY .requests reoeiv:ed aftar 15th SeptEIDbar, so make sure you send your _ 
order NOW. -

This months lfELFG H.s is the first edition in which we have tried 
to broaden ths scope of the magazine. The ilditorhas not b&al. inundated 
with potential articles as yet, so ~ not dust your typewriters down, 
sharpen your pencils eto, and produce SOllIe artioles whioh you think will be 

.01' interest to your fellow mEIDbars? 

JW!lUCE JlOm;S. 

2005 ' was hastily prepared for traffic for Sunda,y July 6th due to 
difficulties curl."entl,ybeing experienced with the G.N. tank No. 1247 when 
hauling six ooachesf the ~blEID was nothing to do with the fitness of 1247, 
but a batoh of vary poqr coal. The K1 with its larger fire grate area was 
able to manage without problEIDs. 

Attention has sub'sequentl,y been necessary to the lubrication to the 
cylinders and rear driving axleboxes. As mentioned in ail accompanying 
article on :the future running of 2005, gra,phite lubrioation stickEl have been 
fitted to . the rear driving wheel flanges to reduce wear when running tender 
first. 

The NDIB.'peak season starts on July 29th, when two locos 'will be 
required every da,y of the week (except Saturdafs). The K1's contribution 
will be to work ths weeks cOIIIIIenoing .August 5th and 19th 

All repairs ~e now oompleted and the loco should, be in traffio 
. (with fingars crossed) on the weeks oOlllllenoing August 12th and 26th. 
Resetting of the piston valves, which was postponed fran last years . 
maintenance prog;caJlllle will now be carried out in the main rePair shed pit 
when the ~ace currentl,y occupied by 60135 becomes available, sometime in 
the Autumn. 

(Notel I have 'been asked to point Ol1t that the NElJC Diner special. 
will have steam heattDg and piped music supplied by 2236! - Ed.) 
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4767 'WPF1l ImfHI!!D" 

Work oont1wles OIl p.repar1lIg the boilar for retllbing 8Ild the following 
~io test. !I.'be new naged ends for the flue tubea are shortly to be· 
oolleoted f'rom Bridgeoorth on the Sev8l.'ll Valley Bail1l8¥. 

Q763460 

.A. request bas been sent to the NDIR Genaralllanaier to move the loco 
to (dooaooot by Ootober, that is, before the GroBllOOt-Goathland track i s 
lifted for resleeper1.ag. . 

lWUCE BORNS 

The sides of the shed ware virtuaJ.l.y clad by Jl1Ile 17th thouih a good 
deal of tidying up still bas to be done. COllllletio treatment bas been applied 
to the wall faoing the railwa,y 8Ild the publio. This involved fitting clips 
rOl1lld the windows, fitting win .. w sills, and a general tighten-up all round, 
f ollowed by 0188llirig up the sheets 8Ild painting with grey bitumastio paint, 
this giving a vastly improved appea;ranoe. · The sids faoing the Embankment win 
be tidied up when time allows. A team of fifteen voll1llteers fran Eaglesclj ffe 
Comprehensive School put in a good d.a.Y's work I1Ilder the whip-craokirlg eye of 
Derek Hanson on July 6th, helping oonsiderably with this painting work 

Scaffolding in· the fcmn ·of a 10ft x 10ft x 14ft high tower, kindly 
10000ed free of oharge by Gralston Scaffolding Ltd, arrived on the site on 
J une 22nd. This was soon erected and fitting the roof oladding commenced. 
Parbaps the hardest part of the construction, the roof oladding has, thanks 
to the 14ft high tower, not proved as diffioult as had been expected, though 
it is time consuming. Six bB3s ware fitted with two rows of oladding When it 
was fOl1lld that SOIII8 150 shee"!;s, far DIOre than we I,ad expected, -were virtually. 
scrap. Fortllllatel.y, ~ ,have been able to negot iace the pllrObase of seoond.;. 
haIld" good qllall.ty replacEments at a price of 6D pence eaoh, with the old 
sheets in part exchange, fran a fLeD dEmolishing a large BSC works at Stockton . , 

. An l1Ilexpected bonus over the weekend of July 22/23rd was the arrival 
of a party of 22 Sev8l.'ll Valley Railwa,y voll1llteers who had oane on a bUlllll8lls 
'holida.Y' to the NDIR. Under the direction of Andy Scott, Ollr mEmber fran 
High Wyoanbe, also in the area the B81De weekend, these SVR volunteers laid 
out 100 sleepers for the shed sidings, and a fIlrther 100 sleepers and 140feet 
of rail insids the shed. .l word ' of thanks is certainly due (when are they 
caning again!) for this E!X:Cellent ElX8lllple of inter-society cooperation. 

FIlrther work on the sidings is hopefully ·to be· oarried out by the 
NYIIR's Pemanent WB3 Department, but before this can proceed the headsbunt 
must be erlendsd by 200 feet. At the suggestion of NELFG and Les Barwick, the 
NYIIR P.WB3 Supervisor, a special sleeper oollecting train was being organised 
for Satllrda.Y eveniDg, jugust 4th. Once these sleepers have been del·1vered , 
wOIX will oaJlllence on the extension and the lB3ing in of the first two points. 

Roof oladding, whiah in the intarests of safety mUst be oompleted 
during the finer weather before the · end of SeptEmber, is hopefully to progress 
weekly on both SaturdaYs 8Ild Sund.s.ys. However, to aohieve satisfactory 
progress it is critical that we know how many volunteers we oan expect each 



weekend if the min1mUIII ~f' a f'0UlP lIIIIIl 1IDrlIforoe is to be Jl!&inta.ined. We hope 
our vol.untee:rs will f'orgive the writer for perpetually asking the question 
"When are you oadng .again?" beoause this is vital for future plalln1Dg. 

As the. narl month aDd a Qalf 1s a holida,y period aDd is the peak 
season on the Nnm, we are going to be hard pressed to keep to our progra8Ie 
and our minimum of a four maD t88111 each da1'. ' 

WE TmmIOHE .ASK EVERY IIliJIBiIl ro TRY ro POT IN ~ I..E&ST ONE DAY PER 
1oIONTB ON TIlE SHED PROJIDT SO ~ WE CJN .&CEIE'IE OUR GOAL OF HAYmG ALL OF 
OUR EfiGlNES UNDER covm BY THE 'AtI'l'IlIIi •••••••••••• Its all up to you! 

Please telephone lIaurioe Burns on Eaglesoliffe 780794 or Paul &lith 
on Stockton 558762 to let them know when you CaD attend.' 

lmr sroHES VAN 

Manbers 11183 recall the unfortunate accident last year, in which the 
Group's ex Great Central Railw~ VaD was involved in a collision aDd severely 
damaged. It was covered by the NYMR insurance, but when examined by the 
insurance Coo;PaDY inspectors it was written of'f' as being beyond ecoomioal 
repair, due to the underframe being badly boot. W~th the f'ull cooperation of' 
the NnIR General loIaDager, a replacanoot was searched f'or, the f'inancial limits 
being the total costs of rspacanent of' the ' old van plus the cost of' ~e to 
the contents. It was also desirable to find sOlllething locally in order to 
keep transport costs to a minimlllll. 

liter mSDY months of searching, ideally looking for something LN ER, ' 
a suitable van was located at York4 A long wheelbase, four wheel van, with a 
carrying capacity of 1,* tons, it was ideal. Its only fault(!) was that it 
was built by the Great Western Railwa.v. Do I hear cries of' ho=or! The NELPG 
Committee didn't take the matter lightly, but the fact that the van was of. 
right proportions and ideal for spares, which are in need of' proper storage, 
led us to ~e enquiries. 

The VaD soon became available for disposal (surprise surpri se!) and 
after much disoussion with BR Derby a price of £405 was agreed, and transport 
of the van from York to Grosmont cost £45. In the settlement with the 
insurance cau:pany the old VaD became the property of the NYMR and is likely 
to be used for stores purposes at Pickering. 

The history of the 'new' VaD is not fully known except that it was a ' 
G.W.R. Fruit VaD No. 1f112835, aDd was withdrawn from traffic in about 1968. 
It was put into BR (Eastern Region) Departmental stock as No. 042432 and was 
used for 10 years at Thirsk: by the Signal & Telegraph Dept as a store. 

Several other examples of this type of van are preserved on the 
Severn Valley Railw~ and. the National Railw~ Museum t o name but two. 

Its condition is basically good, and since its arrival on the Nnffi 
manbers Ian aDd John Goodwill have taken this VaD on as a special proj ect. 
So far they have replaced several roof planks, ranoved the old roofi ng felt, 
and fitted new felt throughout. The inside has been painted with white 
anulsion paint and a start made on fitting shelving. When the shelving is 
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18 filliahed 8Ild the IJtorap Ibed 1IIIJdI: 18 ' oc.pJ.fte we will transfer all our 
8p.n8 into tbe new Tall. Look1Dg f'anbllr UIeIId. tbe Tall will ' 8Ventuall,r 
reriared arlamaJ..q ••••• bitt to wbat llftll7! Oaal.cl tbia be the start or a 
loag debate •••••• h1Ilc!reda. of letUIN to tbe IIIlitor? 

Certain -.ber8 on the camtt_ (Wbo ban 80Iltbem origins) suggest 
the ar1g1Dal G. W.B. liv8r7, of 1Ib1oh fIIlJ. c1fiall8 are Ialom, 1Ibilst otbera 
would prefer to _ it ill IDIl l1V8r7, as it it baA bean transferred f:raD one 
oCJllllll'lY' to aPotbar, which has ba,pptDed • 

If any -.bar has any atraug v1Ra e1tbar W8;f, please write to the 
Editor! 

FU'J.'UBjl RUBBIBG 01' 2005. 1W!RICE BURNS. 

~ h1Jlted in the last IBIl'G B .. , there are one or two problema 
ahead ill the loag te:m :running of 2005. !be ..t.aed1ate problan is the 
oondition of two tender axles, '1Ibiob are uc1eroat on the axle end thrust " 
faees. IIR have asked 'that these be re.pl.aoed before 2005 CaP venture" out onto 
railtour duties again. !he longer tam probl. is the driving wheel tyres. 
These we baA hoped to haTe tumecJ...dom a~ !bDmaby (at a cost of £550) When 
2005 returned baIIe f:raD IewoasUe af'ter the last ralltour, but on oloser 
BX8IIIina.tion by IIR it was foud that tbe tyrea bad alread,y been tumed down to 
their miniJDum size. .1t preeant, tbe tyre condition is such that it ~ run 
on IIR, 

How are we to averocae these difficulties, you m18ht ask? Taking 
the 1lImed1ate problan of the two tender axles f!ret, we have bean in oont~t 
with IIR regaiding st98111 1000 tenders (a.l(1 tender at Darlington and a V2 
tender at Tesayard) but we are told that all old tenders ma,y be converted 
into ancnrplougb8 tn fUture years, hence IIR are not ~8118ing than at present . 
The only other areas of hope are the ~8OD B1 Society, based at Loll8hboroll8h 
who do have two surplus wheelseta, ex 1la;rry, bitt both have scrap tyres • 

. Finally, the Hatiol:ial Railwq ~ haTe two spares, but t~ese are ill store, 
possibly as spares for "Green lirrorI". We are in oootact with both organizations 
so there is hope that one peDlllltation will work out. In the . meantime 2005 can 
still run on the 1fDIR where speeds are liaited to 25 mph 

Looking .t the longer tlmll probl. of the driving ,wheel tyres, we 
are left in the " dillllllll& of whetbar we should run 2005 on the NYIIR, or keep 
its last few thousand miles for :Ill trips. Most of the wear is on ~he rear 
driving wheals, and is caused by tendc--f1rat rinning on t}:1e t18ht ourves of 
the HDIR. Whetbar the HDIR haTe IIlfficient rail lubricators (these lubricate 
the wheel flaIlges and st!)P squealing) in particular at thll Groanont end of the 
line, 18 open to question, and tbia peint has DOW been raised with the General 
Manager "in the interest 9f all looOs and stock, 

~ will be appreciated, the lilcel.7 revenue earned per mile of :running 
will be oritical in the n~ few YeBra if 2005 18 to ranain a working engine. 
Railtours on :Ill with all oh.baey-f1rat :running will mean that the tyres will 
last longer tban on the IIDIIl, and the recent ralltour profits, with Bales and 
raffle have, taken togetbar, aboe that the revenue earned per mile of 
running is five times greater on :Ill than on the xn:a.. 
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. Few sociQties have had new tyres fitted ,to eag1nes. The SVR ~ 
bad new. tyres :fitted- to two G1IB. tanka, 8Ild "Soots GuardaD8il" bad . new ~ 
f itted on one tender axle. The nearest comparison to 2005 is "Iqdbaa '1IaDO&''', 
currently being overbauJ.ed on the Dart Valley Bailwa,y. The ~O bad all it. 
driving 8Ild pony wheels retyred recently, 8Ild it- is tballks to the DVR 8Ild the 
SVR that we now know the only place in Britain where rolled ' steel is 
manufactured is at ESC Rotherbam. This type of work is very expensive, 8Ild 
prices toda,y would be aroun £6,000 for 2005. The tyres for the G1IB. tanka 
took nine months to f i t, snd for "Iqdham Manor" six months. We are ou.rrently 
t rying to obtain an .estimate from BSC. 

The policy your cOlllllittee has adopted is a compromise. We must 
honour our agreements with the NIIIR, so we shall continue to run the engine 
on Enthusiast :J>a.ys, special trains which have requested the 1:1, but perhaps 
reducing the peak season use in f uture years. We shall try to obtain two 
replacElilent wheelsets for the tender as rapidly as is possible, in order that 
2005 can continue running on BR and, hopefully, go a long wa,y to raising the 
money required for new tyres on the driving wheels. 

It is 8Ilticipated that expenditure on other items Bl,lch as the boiler 
will be quite small, because new flue tubes are on order 8Ild superheaDer 
elElilent tube is alxe~ in stock. The money for ' these itEllls, over £2,000, has 
been raised by profits from previous railtours, this money being invested in 
materials while the prices of steel are relatively low. 

We hope all mElilbers will appr(>ve of the policies adopted by your . 
committee, which will be in the long-tBDW interest of keeping 2005 a 
working engine 

Jom; HUNT 

In the wake of the heavy expenditure inourred in the publication of 
the .second edition of "l"orth lilastern Revival", it is pleasing to report 
encouraging sales since publioation da,y in early April; to date almost 1,700 
copies have been sold. Copies are still available from the sales officer 
prioe £1.45 inolusive of postage 8Ild packing. 

Other sales income has been dominated by liThe North Eastern" railtoln' 
which grossed a staggering £525, nearly £300 more than the oo=esponding 
figure for the October ·1978 ''lioor18llder" rail tour. The Easter weekend on the 
NnIR realised £63. the 'Kay Da,y' baok holida,y weekend £82, 8Ild the spring . 
baok holida,y weekend £66 The viewing gallery sales stall should be manned 
over the August bank holida,y weekend - 25th -27th August inolusive - and the 
NYIIR Autumn steaa gala on 13th and 14th October. On both occaisions 
volunteers are weloome to assist ' in manning the sales stall. Contact John. 
Hunt for details. . 

The new 1979/80 sales Hst will be sent out with th~ Ootober 'NELFG 
NElIS', 8Ild will inolude details of three 1980 calenders, new hard-back bqoks, 
badges 8Ild photographs 
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nnmwep -uu !III Al. lIl. pIt! BIDOB' 

£. a -.IMIr of DLPG far lea tIMID a~, I _ aJaOlrt oartainl7 
unaware of 8IJ:f f'u'tllre plaU of tl» Group. hrlb8more, 1Ibil.st I hope to 
attcd 'IIIOrk1Dg part1ee at ~t- 1D the near f'uture, I O8DIlot . olabI -to have 
contributed to date. !barefore tlWl articl. -is partl,y an eoquiry on ID7 part 
to see 11" ~ om ideu coincide with t;bDIte of ot~ .aabara. 

Pirst -of all, I ~ ~ tbat I feel all IlER/UIIIl eothusiasts owe a 
great debt to BKIl'G's lQOOessf'al. efforts to rescue f'raII the brealters' yards 
two BllR loco.otives &ad :restore tbMe to work1Dg order both these locomotives 
and the 1:1. Like otbar .-barB of the Groap I _look forward with oonsiderable 

- enthusiaa to seeing the Q1 take to _the rails again. However, in this case I 
hope to do AOr8 than ~t the oo.plstioo of restoration. 

I am a .-bar of the -1DIIl 8Ild 11&8 pleased to read of the recent 
intention to :restore all the stations on the line to their original lUR_livery. 
Tb1s will help to :restore _e of the lOll flavour of- the rail~ , which has 
suffered oonsiderable dilution in recent years. Unfortunatel,y, as far as 
loooaiotiv8S are ooooemecl, it looks as though this dHution will inevitably 
oontinue. I have in Aind the intention to introduoe further -Westem diesels 
and now po.llsibl,y the purebase ~ Barry of a Southern Pacifio. The attitude '1 
which s_s -to be srol:r1Dg is tbat as bistorically appropriate 1000lb0tives 
a,re not av-allable at Barry it is better to purchase inappropriate locanotives 
for restoration rather than tIOth1Dg. !he stat anent that "historically -j 
appropriate looo.otives are not aTallable at :Ba.:rry" is of oourse true, but it 
did praupt .e to oooaider wbat possibilities exist for inClreasing the fleet 
of BIll or UIli1Il aDd ooostituct aa.paoies on the HIIIR. After all, _the HYIIR is 
the on.l,y preaerred railwa,y to s.i8D1f'ioaDtl,y feature the Bm) .. d -only a few 
other railwa;rs feature UIli1Il oc.panies to any extct. 'rile only source of NUt 
and other pre-groaping DOll l.ooc.otives is, of course, the National Railwa,y 
JluB8Ulll. I'ortunatel,y there are a IQIber of looomotives in the National 
Collection which waald be histori.oally -suitable for use on the HYIIR. Apart 
frCIII the Q1, bas any ooosideration bee given_ to the restoration of 8Dy of 
these to working _order for use on the 1DIIl? 

'rhers are a nu.ber of advantages in restoration of National 
Collection loocaotives. In parti.onlarl-

(i) _ ~base costs are &YOi.ded. 

(11) !he looo.otives are IIbeddecl iooally, thus outting IIIOVtlllen~ oosts. 

(ill) !be l.ooo.otives are al.re&cJ,r partl,y restored (at least externally) 

(iv) J. rotation qst. OOQ].d be adopted - displa.Y at the musaD and 
use on the IDIIl - haIoe storage probl.a oould be av-oided 

(v) !be l.oOo.otiT8S, 000. restored, would be a greater assst to the 
~ as they ooold be used for the 1!Il st ... sp~ials based 
at York. 

fwo looo.otives 1Ihioh appear IIOst ~le- for oonsideration are ,-
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IDIl D17 .. 0lau".1 4-to-O .0. 1621 

UIIB 01 GIIR AUadlo +-4--2 .0. 251 

• 

The D17 llHlean to be e 1a.J. O8Ild1date tor ~ in that the Groap 
would ba'l'e their tirst opporiWl1ty to restore an 1111 e:qxre8S paBlI8IIgC' loco. 
This looomoUve is the on17 au.-r1viDg -lIJIl 4+0 repr_tiDg the vflrT a1aila;r 
olasses D17, D20, and D23. In add1t1Oll 1t is historioal.l7 BIl1table tar the 
NDIR in that 1-

(i) D17' s operated as. late as 1946/47 benes P1oker1n8 and York • . 

(ii) A D23 was sbedded at Malton and operated on ooo&1sions 
between Whitby and Malton over the NDIR 

This particular D17 was withdrawn for preservaUon in 1945. Two of 
the olass suriived loog enough to be nationalised. 

The GRR Atlantic is obviously less historically 8Ilpropriate to the 
NY1IR. However, memBers of this olass were frequent visitors to NDi stations 
suoh as Harrogate !IPd York, and in later years some were shedded at York. 
This looomotive would be particularly a,ppropriate tor hauling the rake of 
PullmaP oars which is ourrently being assanbled by the NDIR. It was withdrawn 
for preservation in 1947~ . 

To ~ise, whilst I am fully aware of the major tasks ourrently 
beiDg tackled by the Group 1-

(a) the building of the 1000 shed 

(b) restoration of the 147 

(0) major maintenanoe work on the P3 .and olass 5 

(d) maintenanoe of other looos in working order 

. I .am wondering whether steps oould be taken to 
negotiate an option to restore one or both of these locomotives at same 
future date, for the availability of one, or both, of than for use on the 
NDIR would greatly enhanoe the N1Il/IBm atmo~here of the railwq. 

ms. BDITOR B§LIES ••••• 

Dr. ~'s letter has raised what is, I BIlspect a very interesting 
point for many of 'our manbers, and also thoee of the NDIR, and I shall do my 
best to ooalllent on than and answer than • . It. doing so, however, I must point 
out that the following are my 01111 personal views and not necessarily the 
official polioy of the Group or of the NDIR. 

I do not think that aPYone will disagree with the argument that the 
historloal aspect of the IDIIl is becamiDg dUuted, but I think it must be 
taken as inevitable given the present oircumstanoes of the railwa.y. In my 
view the lIlJIR oan no ' lODger be viewed as being preserved ' in the true sense of 
the word, and probably never was, sinoe history is constantly ohanging and 
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· o.anot be hald static. The NYlIR is now a tourist attraoticn, part of the 
Worlh Yorkshire tourist· ·indust:ry, whose main giDmiok is that it runs steam. ' 
trains. It has been obvio~s for same years now that the preserv.ticn side of 
the NYlIR has been uegleoted in favour of the otlliDeroial. aspects. This, too, 
is to be expected sinoe the ra11wq now employs a fairly large number of staff 
and therefore has a duty to p~ its wq. All this means, however, that there 
are suffioient conflicting demands on the rail.~s resources to liiake it 
unlikely that it wo~d be prepared to invest large BUmS of money in making an 
extra historical locomotive available for traffic, alWIl3"S supposing (and this 
is a cr~cial. point) that the BBII were willing to place the looomotive on loan 
to the railWIl3". To digress for a moment, I wo~d not personally wish to see 
the railWII3" spend money on restoring already preserved locomotives for some 
time yet, as I feel there are more pressing gaps in the N'1JIR inventory. My 
owo pet proj~t liould be the purchase and restoration of a rake of Gresley 
teak coaches to = with the looos we alr~ have. Frol!l a cOllDDercial point 
of view it would be a shrewd move since .it wo~d prove invaluable for filming 
·purposes. 

If we assUme that t!le NlJIB. is unlikely to be interested in either of 
these two locomotives for the time being, what of NELFG? Here I think the· 
answer is a ~ed "ye~ please!" It must be stressed however that there is 
no likelihood of us oonsidering the po~sibility for many years yet, and that 
in any case there is still the question of the NRM's willingness to part with 
the engines. 

It is cOllVenient at this point to point out BOIIIe oversimplifications 
that Dr. BUxton has made and to further Emphasise Balle of his points. Firstly, 
as he rightly points out we are building our looomotive storage shed at 
GrollllOnt, and have a very tight schedule to keep to if it is to be largely 
complete by the Autumn of this yea:r. However, even if we achieve thiS, there 
is still a oonsiderablll 8IDOunt of work: to finish the b~ilding off - replacement 
of broken windows, painting, and the landsoa,ping of the site etc. 

Secoodly we are heavily oaIIIIitted to work: on the Q,7 and this will 
oocupy most of our "spare" time once the shed is complete for at least the 
next two years. Hsving said" that, the Q7 is of course a locomotive from the 
National Collection and if there is to be any possibility of obtaining further 
locomotives from this source in the ~ture it is imperative that we impress 
with the quality of our work: 00, and oare of, the Q7. 

Thirdly, we are iodeed heavily COlllllitted in tams of looo maintenance 
work: on our existing ~ook. We are OCIIIIlitted this BUlllDer to keeping two 
locomotives in traffic throughout the BUDlDer season," aild this is proving to 
be a heavy strain. Needless to 8113", when the P3 returns from York and Ian 
Storey's "George Stephenson" is returned to traffio the demands placed ~pori us 
to keep all these looomotives in service will be eno:cnous. 

It is hard to avoicl the concl~sion " that if we do turn our thoughts to 
any looomotives in the National Collecticn, and the opportunity is made 
available to ~s, that it will be at least seven or "eight yea:rs from 
now before anything can be done, and at "that point more probl_s will arise. 
Although at first si8ht the BBII seElllB favourably close to the NYlIR transport 
costs from York: to Gro..ant are very high. and for a IIDall orgaoiaatioo such as 
ourselves would preclude frequent interobaDge ot looClllOtiv8s between the two 
centres. There are also the costs of restoration to be taken into account 
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siJloe it is likeJ.y that the oost of ~storation weald be ooo81darabl,y ~ 
than for BIq the' r;a 1Ih1oh rsaained 1D 'traffic for JllW)ti l.oager aDd 11&11 in Ii 
very BOund. st~te 1Iheo. w1 thdrawD. . 

. . . 
. The diffiolllties I have hi8hli8hted are. not 1DlIIlPerable, but I .th1Dlt 

it importaDt to aaphas1se that we DIIlst be very oareful with our fozwari 
planning because there ·18 a very real danger of biting off IIOre than we caD 

chew. Our primary respons1bil1t," 18 to the · looc.otivea that we alread.T own 
or have in our oare, but if we are able to eXpand the nuabere in our brood 1D 
the future without prejudicing the remainder of the fiooIc then I _ IKIr8 that 
we will weloane the opportun1t,". 

'DIE BORTH BRITISH RAlL1fAY "GLmS" 

"Glen Douglas", "Glen Falloo)l", "Glen Orally" - a few of the famous 
names associated with an equally famous olass of Scottish looanotives which, 
for BOIDe twenty or more years, . operated, with a degree or · reliability seldom 
equalled, and certainly never surpassed, the beautiful but diffioult West 
Highland section of the Borth British Railw~ and its Successors. 

The first ten of these large-boilered 4-4-0' s, des~ed by Mr. W. P. 
Reid for mixed traff1c duties on the Borth British system, were built at • 
Cow lairs Works ·in 1913, and so successflll were they in traffic that further 
batches were produced from 1917 until 1920, by which time the class had grown 
to a total of 32 locanotives. 

. Unlike their predecessors, the Reid "IntBl.'lllediate" 4-4-0' s of 1910, . 
the Glens were superheated fran their inception, and this feature, allied 
to their l~e diameter piston valves, an exceptionally free-steaming boiler, 
and well des~ed Stephenson link motion establi!lhed for them, right from the 
start, a reputation for hard work and reliability which made them ideal 
locomotives for the West Highland lipe with its severe and constantly 
changing cUrvature. 

'liost of the "Glens" c(Jll!lenced their working lives at Eastfield Shed, 
Glasgow, and practically all of them worked,· at sane time or other, oil the 
West Highland line or ih Kallaig extension. Perhaps the most regular 
performers were Nos. 9100, 9158, 9221, 9495, and9496 of E8stfield Shed, 
Glasgow, and ·9258 and ~298 of Fort William. They were immensely popl1la.r with 
the operating personnel - and equally so with passengers - because of their 
reliability and, even in the most exacting conditions, their seemingly 
inexhaustible capacity to generate steam. 

The leading dimensions of the "Glen" class were as followsl-

Driving wheels 6 feet diameter 

IIog:le wheels 3 feet 6 inches diameter 

Working pressure 165 pounds per square inch 

Cylinders (2) 20 inohes diameter by 26 inches stroke 

Water capacity of tend~r 4235 gallons 
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Coal capacity 

Weight of 1000 in WOJ:Iting order 

Weight of tender in worIcing orded 

7 tOIlS. 

57 tons 4 ori. 

46 tons 13 ori. 

Traotive ~1"orl at 8~ boiler pressure 22,100 Ibs. 

Length aver buf1"ers 

Total wheelbase 

Boiler dialaeter 

56 1"eet 3' inohes~ 

46 1"eet Si inohes. 

5 1"eet. 

III looos 01" the olass had Robinson superheaters although five 01" 
the 1"irst batoh had, originally, superheaters 01" the Schmidt variety. 

Apart from ainor modi~ioations, suoh as the removal of the 
amokebox wingo.plates by 1Ir. Chalmers. - 1Ir. W. P. Reid's successor _ and the 
substitution of Gresley anti-vacuum valves for the original Reid pattern, 
they remained unaltered until withdrawal from regular servioe. This 
commenced in 1946 with No. 9287 "Glen Gyle" and teoninated in 1961 with Nos. 
62484 "Glen Lyon" and 62496 "Glen Lay". However "Glen Douglas" was restored 
to its original North British Bailwa,y livery as No.256 and, after several 
years of operating 1"rom Dawsholm Shed was presented by the Scottish Region 
of British Bailwa,ys to the Glasgow lluseum of Transport where it is now on 
pennanent displa,y - a fitting tribute to an outstanding Scottish locomotive 
design. 

The "Glens" produoed . their finest work: on the West Highland line and, 
long after the introduotion of more modern six-coupled types, they would 
still be found double-heading the heaviest trains on that section, . 
particul8.riy between Fort William and lfallaig. The writer 0f this article 
well remembers aD oocaision in 1939 when he travelled from Glasgow to Fort 
William in a train 01" 340 tare tOIlS bauled by two of these highly competent 

. machines. No dll1"ioulty was lDperienoed in keeping point-to -point times, 
and the bark: of their exhausts, as they 1"orglld up Gleo Falloch on an 
otherwise tranquil spring morning will ever remain a happy memory! 

The skill with whioh West Highland drivers handled their beloved 
"Glens", whether work:ing singly or in tandem, was justly 1"amous, and writers 
.such as CeCil J. lllen and' O.S. Book have paid trib.ute to the precision ot: 
their time-keeping and the manner in which they manipulated the sorew­
reverSeB of the ~lens" in order to minimise the effects of the oonstant 
changes of grade OIl the oaaforl of .passeogers, particularly when working 
double-headed expresses. 

In his book "LoB.LR. St_", 1Ir. O. S. Nock states - "The 'Glens' 
were an altogether outstanding class. In- hard slogging mountain climbing on 
lengthy gradieots they were the most successful locomotives 'to ever work on 

. that line. Although their maximum lOad was 190 tons tare as against the 220 
tons of the ex-Great lIorthern class K2 2-6-0' s, the 'Glens' were oonsistently 
fas:ber on the banks than the K2s with their respective maximum loads. 
Moreover the 'Glens' were notably iDDune from slipping". They were also very 
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1'ree running machines and, altho\l8h there was an overall speed limit of 40 
miles per hou;r frca Crai8endoran to lIallaig, speeds of over 50 miles per hour 
were not unusual ' on favourable stretches, and, on one oocaision, ' a ilwltained 
speed of 66 mile~ per hour was reoorded by lIr. ' Nook wbile crossing RaPnoch 
Moor! With the introduction, in 1936 and 1937, of the Gresley class14 2-6-0s 
which had a ma:rimwIl loading of 300 tons tare the "Glens" b~ to diSappear 
frca the West Highland line, but, on occaisions when train loads emeedsd ' the 
K4's maximum 300tons loading, it was the practice to harness a "Glen-and a 
K2 or two "Glens" to the train - and this practice persisted for same years 
after the second world war.' ' 

Lest it should be tho\l8ht that the "Glens" only worked on the West 
Hi8hland line, it should be clearly stated that, ri8ht from their introduction 
in 1913, they were also set to work main-line expresses from Glasgow and 
Edinburgh to the Fife coast and Dundee, and also several tightly-timed 
expresses between Edinburgh and Glasgow where they were found to be quite as 
fleet of f oot as their sister engines, the larger wheeled superheated "Scott " 
class. In LNER da,ys, they were to be found at work allover the Scottish 
area with the exception of the Great North of Scotland section, but, in 1953', 
eight of the class were sent to that section also where they worked main-line 
goods trains between Aberdeen and Keith and passenger trains' on the Ballater 
hranch. Some "Glens" also appeared on the Highland mai n line from Perth to 
Blair Atholl during the 1939-45 war and, still later, on occaisional local 
trains between Stirling and Callander. 

In conclusion it could be stated that, of all the four-coupled 
passenger locomotives inherited by the LNER from its Scottish constituents, 
the ' "Glens" were, without doubt the most successful. 

For reference, a complete list of numbers and names of the 
locOmotives of thE! "Glen" class is appended. 

1242 No. 

24!l7 

246B 

2469 

2470 ' 

2471 

2472 

2473 

2474 , 

L.N.E.R. CLASS D}4. N.B.R. CLASS K 

LIST OF NAJmi AND NUMBERS 

Pre 1946 No. 

9149 

9221 

9256 

925B 

9266 

9307 

9405 

9406 
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Glen Finnan 

Glen Orahy 

Glee Douglas 

Glen Roy 

Glee Fallooh 

Glen Nevis 

Glee Spean 

Glen Croe 



1946 Bo • . Prt 1946 Ro. 

2475 9407 Glen Beuda1.e 

2476 9408 . Glen Sl01 

2471 9100 Glen Docbart 

2478 9291 Glea- Q,J.oioh 

2479 9298 Glen Sheil 

2480 9153 Glen Fruin 

2481 9241 Glen Ogle 

2482 9242 Glen JlaInie 

2483 927C Glen Garry 

2484 9278 Glen Lyon · 

2485 9281 Glen Murren 

2486 9287 Glen Gyle* 

2487 9503 Glen ArkJ.et 

2488 9504 Glen .lladale 

2489 9490 Glen Dessa.ry 

2490 9502 Glen Fintaig 

2491 9505 Glen Cona 

2492 9034 Glen Garvin 

2493 9035 Glen Gloy 

2494 9492 . Glen Gour 

2495 9493 Glen Luss 

2496 9494 Glen Loy 

2497 9495 Glen Kallie 

2498 . 9496 Glen Moidart 

*-This locomotive was scrapped before it actually carried the nUllber 2486. 

For original N.B.R. nllJllbers, deduct 9000 from the right-hand column nllJllbers. 

For B.R. nllJllbers add 60000 to the nllJllbers in the left-hand column. · 



FORTHOOIIING EVDfTS . 

FRlDAY 21m: SEP'l'liIlBiJI. 1979 in the Bridge Hotel, North Road, ~ Cit;" at 
7.30 pm 

.An opportunity for new and old mllllbers of the Group to see "lIarth 
Eastem Revival", a alide show illustrating the history of the Group frail 
1966 ' to the present daj, as well as a fine portrayal of the scenio grandeur 
of the NYJIR. 

SATURD.AY AND SUNDAY 13TH & 14TH OCIDma 1979 

NYJIR Steam Gala; many locos in steam, but details in the October 
NELPG NElS. 

FRIDAY 19TH OCIDBER 1979 in RoOlll 36, Central Station, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
at 7.30pm 

Speaker to be announced in the October NELPG NElS. 

SUNDAY 21 ST ocmma 1979 

NELPG Luncheon special on the NYMR. 

COVER PHOTOGRAPHS 

No excuses for broadening the subject matter this i ssue. The f ront 
cover picture depicts the NYJIR's latest recruit - the S15 No. 841 - making a 
fine exit from Grollllont in May , while the rear top picture shows the K1 
making a spirited departure ' r ElIt Grollllont on 27th Ma.Y 1979. Note the new 
shed on the r~ht. 

The bottom rear picture shows the NYJIR'S other recent motive power 
acquisition, D1048 "Western Lady", entering Levisham in June 1979. 

All photos are by John Hunt. 




